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Community  
Organization  
of the Month  

 
League of United Latin American 

Citizens (LULAC) Council 4568 

 

History  

Early in 1995 a handful of com-

munity conscious individuals got 

together and formed a new LU-

LAC Council in Fort Worth.  

Among those initial organizing 
members were Carlos and Irene 

Cordova, Alberto and Gloria 

Govea two married couples, plus 

Pauline Valenciano. However 

they needed at least 10 members 

to form a council, so others had 

to be convinced to join .This was 

done by the end of April and offi-

cial LULAC Charter was re-

ceived by May 1995.  

 

The Mission:  

LULAC Council 4568 became 

the 3rd council in Fort Worth.  It 

quickly became a positive advo-

cate for youths and families. In 

the mid-90’s gang membership 

was growing and violence was 

escalating with gang expansion.  

Alberto Govea the first elected 

President knew full well the dan-

gers of gang involvement thru his 

position with a local non-profit 
(TCAP) working with at-risk 

youth. While that program 

(TCAP) was having success, 

membership was restricted to 

youths on Juvenile Probation. I 

had many youths that wanted to 

join, but could not because there 

were not on probation.  I knew 

this was the wrong message when 

kids started coming up to me and 

asking what kind of offense 
would get them on probation, 

thus the idea for a council that 

would focus on Hispanic Youth 

was born.  Today, Council 4568 

remains true to its original mis-

sion and it is reflected in its year-

ly programs, The Tree of Hope 

(Arbol de la Esperanza) our 

members collect gifts for under 

privileged children and host a  

 

Christmas party that concludes 

with a visit from  

Pancho Claus (Santa Claus from 

the South) to present the children 

their gifts.  Miss Senorita de Fort 
Worth Scholarship Pageant is a 

Leadership Training program for 

young ladies that concludes with 

a pageant and the selection of 

Miss Senorita. As a way to pro-

mote literacy we sponsor a Book 

Fair (Fiesta de Libros).  Mem-

bers collect children’s books to 

give away.  This event is held in 

conjunction with back to school 

supply give away.  The Cesar 

Chavez Award is a yearly recog-
nition of a community leader that 

embodies the spirit of Cesar 

Chavez.  We are also involved in 

other community projects and 

Civil Rights issues. These pro-

grams are successful because of 

member and civic participation. 
 

 
 

For information on how you can 

join LULAC Council 4568 or get 

involved in any way contact Mr. 

Govea, alberto@amigos-n-

business.com or call 817-797-

4015. 

 

He was reared in a time of racial and ethnic segregation, right here in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Cowtown’s community was short on good, well-paying jobs 

and career opportunities for African-Americans and Hispanics of both genders 

and all ethnic backgrounds – and women in general. Such conditions inspired 

our Amigo, as a teenager, to get involved in community issues, projects, civil 
rights advocacy and related matters. 

Mr. Rufino Mendoza Jr., chairman of the Mexican Educational Advisory 

Committee sat across from me, armed with modesty as I began our inter-

view. “I am not looking for praise” stated Mr. Mendoza. A former policeman, and gradu-

ate from UTA, Mendoza has plowed through many obstacles and paved the way for many 

minorities. His proudest accomplishment is being one of the first Hispanic, and native-

born police officers to be hired in Fort Worth, Texas. Forward looking and dynamic, Mr. 

Mendoza’s calling was falling into place; he transitioned from public service to what 

seems to be a long and rewarding career with the school district of Fort Worth. In the ear-

ly 80’s when focusing on education and equal rights for Hispanic school children, Mr. 

Mendoza’s committee challenged the entirety of the Fort Worth school district, demand-

ing more minority representation. This particular concern resulted in the dynamic 

“Medical Special Interests Program (SIP)” at North Side High School. The program en-

courages academically advanced students to obtain an early learning environment tailored 

to medicine. The committee continues to meet regularly.  

He is currently employed with the school district of Fort Worth and is married with four 

children. Throughout his lifetime Mr. Mendoza has seen many injustices, and although 

times have changed he recognizes there are many hurdles the Latino community has to 

overcome. He believes that besides education more Latinos have to exercise their right to 

vote to overcome those hurdles. 

 

Contributing writer 

Crystal M. Perez 

Amigos In Progress 
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Letter from the Editor  

Welcome to Nuestra Voz de Tarrant County.  We intend to keep the Latino community of Tarrant County informed of important iss ues that affect them.  The 

world goes by so fast that it is hard to keep track of everything that affects our lives.  This is the age of the internet, F acebook, texting, Tweeter, in other 

words, the IT world.  When we want information that is pertinent to our lives, we want it now.  Regardless of how fast the wo rld turns, we have to pause once 

in a while and catch our breath.  We want you during your pause to read Nuestra Voz so you can keep abreast of issues that af fect you.  Information is the ene-

my of the status quo so we want to present information in such a way as to challenge the status quo.  The status quo can be r elated to Newton’s first law of 

physics: “Every object in a state of uniform motion tends to remain in that state of motion unless an external force is applied to it.   Put another way, 

nothing is going to change until you do something.You may remember the tsunami that did so much damage in Asia.  The earthqua ke that caused the tsunami 

occurred far away from where the damage occurred.  Political issues are just like a tsunami. What happens in Washington, Aust in and even other parts of the 

world affect all of us regardless of where we live. Another of the basic laws of physics is; “for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction”.  There 

are topics that we need to discuss.  Simply they affect our family, community and the future of our children.  When we discus s topics that have a negative ef-

fect, we will be looking for solutions.There are many questions in my mind regarding the beginning of Hispanics in Fort Worth .  As Carlos E. Cuellar points 

out in his book, “Stories from the Barrio,  A History of Mexican Fort Worth”, Fort Worth has a Mexican beginning and it begin s in 1910 with the Mexican Rev-

olution.  Most of the “Primeros Pobladores” and the first generation have passed on.  Those of us in the second and third generation are getting on with 

age.  Those of us in the second and third generation still recall being called, “Mexican” often preceded by expletives such a s “wetback”.  On American TV we 

saw a Cuban by the name of Ricky Ricardo.  We laughed at his humor never thinking of him as a “Hispanic”.  We eventually lear ned that the real name of the 

teenage sensation, who sang “La Bamba”, Ritchie Valens, was Richard Steven Valenzuela, a “Mexican” from Los Angeles.  There w ere no “Mexicans” in news 

channels except for those that transmitted in Spanish or those that committed a crime.  Success for us “Mexicans” came with b lood, sweat and tears.  The 

landscape has changed a lot since then and now the third and fourth generations are reaping the benefits of the sacrifices of  Los Primeros Pobladores.  

Also reaping the benefits are the many educated Latinos that migrated legally to the land of “milk and honey”.  Also benefitt ing are the many illegal immi-

grants whose children were born in the US and are now first and second generation Americans. Some may criticize us Mexicanos for the lack of or presumed 

thereof progress educationally and economically.  Before we agree that we are deserving of this criticism, let’s compare Mexi canos and African-Americans.  By 

1910 slaves had been freed for less than fifty years.  African-Americans certainly had impediments to the political structure through Jim Crow laws.  Legisla-

tures did not have to create Jim Crow laws for Mexicanos, they could not vote.  Instead laws were passed that made agricultur al work more important than 

education so the children of Mexicanos could spend all day working the fields rather than getting an education.  There was al so the matter of speaking and 

writing English, few of the Mexicanos could do that.  Ironically, when the first and second generation Mexicanos could vote, then the Jim Crows laws applied 

to them too.  A historical marker is in the African-American section of Oakwood Cemetery  tells the Story of William Madison McD onald and how he was able 

to forge alliances with the White political establishment.  There are no historical markers in the city of Fort Worth to hono r in Mexicano or Tejano.   

The Latino landscape in Texas looks something like; almost 40% are of Central American, Caribbean or South American origin.  There are a sizeable number of recent immigrants 

from Mexico.  Maybe close to 20%.  Mostly these are those that have crossed over legally and illegally.  These numbers are my numbers and have no scientific basis.  Descendants 

of Los Primeros Pobladores are somewhere between 40 to 50 percent.  The Tejanos, well they were completely absorbed into Anglo society or became part of the Mexican 

landscape.  There are many who have Tejano roots from somewhere in there family. 

We “Mexicanos” celebrate Cesar Chavez, not because he was an educated man because he was not but because he had the courage to lead the fight against the injustices commit-

ted on “Mexicans”.  His impact on us “Mexicans” was felt much further away than the vegetable fields of California.  We celebrate Cinco de Mayo because we know that the gen-

eral who won the battle was a Tejano by the name of Ignacio Zaragoza.  We celebrate 16 de septiembre because many of Los Primeros Pobladores shared a dream of someday 

returning to their homeland.  That changed eventually for a variety of reasons however the most powerful one was when children became Americanized.     

Top 10 Spanish Last Names Registered to vote in Tarrant County in 2012 General Election. 

Name    Number Voted  Number did not vote 

 

1. Martinez   1665   1758 

2. Garcia    1603   1725 

3. Rodriguez   1643   1602 

4. Hernandez   1341   1421 

5. Lopez    1067   1105 

6. Perez    793   843 

7. Flores    754   799 

8. Ramirez   704   790 

9. Sanchez   716   725 

10. Torres   539   555 

 

To see how your last name voted please visit our website. 



4 

Letter from the editor 

continued 

 Every election is important and who 

represents us at every level of govern-

ment matters.  Decisions made by politi-

cians on issues such as taxes, fees, jobs 

and the economy affect us all and we 

cannot be passive participants on these 

issues.  

Maybe Latinos do not vote in as high 

numbers as everybody else but Latinos 

vote in enough numbers to sway an elec-

tion.  That should scare any politician.  In 

our Voting Results tab you will see how 

Latinos voted in Tarrant County.  We 

went through the data and looked at last 

names of Spanish origin and added up 

how they voted in the 2012 general elec-

tion.  We can ask a question, “Is voting 

contagious in some last names?”   We let 

you make your own conclusions.   Voting 

does matter.   

Recommend our website to your friends.  

Now is a good time to get  

 

El Curandero 

 

Mr. Curandero 

Don’t know if you can help me, I saw your Advice Column thought it was cool, so here it goes. I just started a business 

(yea me) I won’t go into all details, but it is a business that targets my community (LA RAZA) I shared my goals with 

friends and relatives and hoped to get back some support or encouragement. I got very little of that, but I did get back a 

lot of “Are you sure you know what you are doing” “You know there is a reason nobody is doing that, but the prize winner 

comment was “It will never work, Mexicans do not support other Mexicans, especially the ones they know.” Mr. C. I hope 

that is not true, not just because of my business model but because even though I don’t go around waving a Mexican 

Flag, I am proud of my culture. I never expected everybody to love my business concept, but I did not expect to get the 

Heisman from everybody (football reference). 

Signed Disappointed in Hurst 

 

Dear D/H 

Primero, I want to congratulate you on your new business. I know it takes real courage to do anything out the of the 

norm (Hours for pay) I too had to deal with the Boo Birds when I announced that I would study to be a Curandero. Pero 

(but) don’t think that it is only in the Raza, there are celesos (jealously) in every community. The good news is that if you 

just continue working hard, success will come and those same people that gave you the Heisman ( I know football too) 

will now pat you on the back and tell you they knew you could do it. One last thing, you have every right to be proud of 

your community our people have endured many obstacles on the way to being the governed, to becoming the Governors.  

Que Viva LA Raza  

 

What Up Mr. C? 

I am a twenty four year old home-boy with a monster game. My friends don’t understand why I golf, they call me White 

Boy. My chick thinks it’s a waste of time. But that’s not my problem, my buddies are losers and my chick she just has to 

deal with it or not. Mr. Curandero my problem is my parents; they won’t get off my back. They want me to get a real job 

and get married, I do not want to because that will mean golf will become a weekend thing. I don’t know where I am go-

ing with this golf thing, but I am not going to give it up. So can you do your Curandero thing and get them off my back? 

Signed #1 Golf Vato 

Dear Numero 1 

I can’t do the Curandero thing as you say in this case, but I will give you un poco de advice. First your carta does not say 

if you live with your parents or if your parents pay any of your bills, If they do tienen razon (they have a right) to tell you 

to get off your cola. Now as for marriage thing nadie can make you take that walk. As for the golf thing once you get the 

bug there’s no cure but as a young man you can have a career in golf and it may mean as a Touring Pro, Teaching Pro or 

many other jobs that will keep you close to the game. You can ask my friends at any local PAGA Chapter or Club Pro for 

help with finding your niche in the great game 

Buena Suerte 

 

 

Staff Box 
Publisher   

Alberto T. Govea,  

 

Editor  

Felix Alvarado, 

 

Associate Editor  

Worth Wren Jr. 

 

Layout/ Photographer  Ernest Magallon,  

 

Contributing Writer  Crystal M. Perez,  

 

Webmaster   

Jay Goode 

 

For comment and or questions contact us 

by visiting nuestravozdetc.com and click 

on contact us or email alberto@amigos-n-

business.com  call  

817 797-4015 
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How We Worship, 2013 

As we entered our church for Easter services in April this year, my wife and I were struck by the unusually 

high turnout.  “Christers,” we both said, a label dubbed for people who attend church only for Christmas 

Mass and Easter Mass.  I don’t know who coined this term, but he or she deserves a nod from Webster’s.  

Don’t get me wrong, it’s not that I’m passing judgment on this group if not for my Catholic-inspired guilt, I 

would also have a less-than-stellar attendance record.  In fact, I confess, on several occasions my body is 

attending service but my thoughts are absent, off elsewhere. 

This out-of-body experience usually occurs right before or during a major sporting event.  At times the 

Priest of our church will acknowledge this phenomenon, and we guys respond with a knowing nod.  However, I do believe that 

attending Mass on Sunday is the perfect way to end a week and start a new one.  “Does it need to be a Catholic church?” you 

might ask me.  I will say:  “Of course not.” I am not a church bully.  It just happens to be the faith that I was reared in and the 

faith that we reared our own children in.  I truly believe that the Spirit of God is anywhere people gather in his name, and Catholicism has been the predominant worshipping path 

for Hispanics. But many U.S Latinos are changing faiths.  We all are aware of this.  According to the Pew Forum organization, two thirds of the 52 million Catholics in the United 

States are Latinos.  By the year 2030, the portion will be closer to half, Pew Forum forecasts. Across the nation, Protestant Evangelical churches are launching recruitment efforts 

targeting Latinos.  The Southern Baptist Convention has set a goal of 7,000 Hispanic Baptist churches by the year 2020.  Other Protestant denominations, many with energetic 

outreach programs, are also focusing on serving the growing Latino population in the United States.  Not really surprising, it’s simply a socioeconomic decision, as Latinos ac-

count for the fastest growing U.S. population sector. 

Meanwhile, the Catholic Church just elected its first Latino Pope.   With all this in mind, I decided to do my own nonscientific survey.  I asked about 50 people – all young adults 

age 35 and younger and all acquaintances of mine, or theirs’ the following questions, and 43 responded 

 

(1) At what age did you have your first church experience, whatever the faith may have been? 

(2)  Who did you attend church with? 

(3) Was the experience a positive or negative one? 

(4)  Growing up, did you attend church regularly? 

(5) Did you enjoy going to church, or did you dread the experience? 

(6)  Do you still hold to the same faith that you professed or adhered to as a child? 

(7) If you adopted or switched to a new faith, why? 

(8)  Do you believe all children should have religious training? 

(9)  How often do you attend church each month? 

(10)  Do you feel guilty if you miss a service? 

       Then, for those people still Catholic, in my survey, I added a couple of questions:   

(11)Do you believe the new Pope will bring positive change? 

        (12)  If you could make two changes to the church, what would they be? 

 

Here I summarize my less-than-scientific results.  The responses were interesting and somewhat educational. Most survey respondents, as children, attended church with their par-

ents and often their extended family, but could not recall an exact age for their first church experience.  All reported their first church-going as positive, though not primarily as a 

religious experience but more as a family experience.  Most said they attended regularly, once a week, as they grew up.  Only a couple reported attending more often.  The majori-

ty said they enjoyed church-going, but many reported being bored when they were teenagers.  Most of my respondents said they’ve remained in the same faith; only a few had 

moved on. Some have switched to a variety of non-conventional worship.  All but two opined that all children should have some form of religious training. Currently, of the 43 

respondents, only one reported attending church twice or more often a week.  Of the remaining respondents, a few said they attend once a week and the majority said they attend 

once or twice a month.  As for guilt feelings when missing a service, all but a couple confessed to experiencing a guilt trip. Among the respondents adding comments to their an-

swers on the “guilt” question, I liked several, especially these thoughts that I paraphrase:  No, God knows what is in my heart.  No, instead you should feel guilty about the bad 

things you do throughout the day. On the new Pope, all respondents said they’re waiting to see what happens.  On changes that the Catholic respondents would make to the 

church, most said they want the church to become more “forward thinking,” to involve the congregation more in the Mass, and to improve communications with members. 

As I said, I used no scientific methods in my surveying effort.  If you would like to comment on any of the survey questions or discuss any related thoughts and feelings, please 

email us at alberto@amigos-n-business.com.  To those who participated in my survey, thank you for your time.  I am encouraged to see that the majority of young people in my 

survey still believe that a religious foundation is important to their lives. 

 

A. Govea 
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My earliest childhood memory 

of my Tata Cesar is being in La 

Paz where we lived with him 

and my Nana Helen, spending 

time with him while he would 
teach 

me to read. I was named by him 

because his favorite city was 

Santa Barbara. 

When I was born in Delano I 

went home to his house where 

we lived for two years before m 

o v i n g next door.  This was 

when we became l i f e t i m e 

close and why I was his favorite. 

For me he was mostly an amaz-

ing grandfather and a special 
teacher. I only knew him in these 

two ways and it was all I needed 

to last me a lifetime. He was 

always simply “Tata Cesar” 

who with my “Nana Helen” 

loved and showed me, my sister 

and brothers and all our family 

the way life should be lived and 

shared. 

I remember him as a teacher 

who led by example and pa-
tience with a lot of laughter and 

fun.  When I was still a child he 

would laugh and enjoy the times 

I would walk into his office 

while he was in meetings. He 

seemed to stop and encourage 

me to be curious. This was one 

of many real life games he 

would play with me. Somehow it 

seemed natural to do this and 

will always be among my earli-

est recollections in life. 
Though his life was fully dedi-

cated, day and night, to his own 

cause of farm 

workers while lending himself to 

any people who were poor or inter-

ested in social 

justice, Tata Cesar seemed to al-

ways find time for his grandchil-
dren.  Again, I must say even with 

a rigorous seven days a week work 

schedule, he gave me the impres-

sion that he loved simply being 

Tata Cesar when it came to show-

ing, sharing and loving me, and my 

siblings.   

His patience was something I will 

never forget. Whether speaking to 

me as a child using his pet names 

(he seemed to call all of us 

“chimbimbos”) or as I grew up 
Tata Cesar focused on us whenev-

er he could. He somehow made the 

most of each and every encounter. 

Special recollections include the 

many times he played baseball 

with us, or took us on hikes in La 

Paz where he lived. 

During times like those he would 

give us all of his attention, fully 

enjoying moments of laughter and 

fun while taking time to teach us 

about our surroundings, 

the importance of taking care of the 

land and our environment. I never 
once remember him being upset 

and his words were always posi-

tive, funny and of an encouraging 

nature. 

Easter Sunday along with 

Christmas Day were days he 

reserved for spending time 

with his grandchildren and 

family. On Easter Sunday 

there was always 

a family softball game, where 

he played pitcher for both 

teams, as too always be fair, 

followed by a barbecue. Even 

though he was a vegetarian he 

could often times be heard 

showing us how to barbecue 

meat and chicken properly 

while telling us how bad it 

was to eat the poor animals. 

I miss my Tata Cesar every-
day and our family has not 

been the same without him. 

Christmas is a day when I 

remember him the most. Tata 

Cesar loved playing Santa 

Claus after Midnight Mass. 

We would all cram into the 

small living room of their two 

bedroom home with the smell 

of tamales, hot chocolate and 

the 

sounds of Christmas music. 

As we grew up the room got 

smaller every year with hardly 

any space to walk among a 
roomful of excited grandchil-

dren and adults. One by one 

Tata would reach for presents, 

read and call out the name of 

who it was for and from, make a guess about the content  of the pre-

sent and hand or pass it to each of us. 

I was only 20 years old when we lost Tata. I had grown to under-

stand who he was to others and what his cause represented to people 

and our world. His hard work and dedication to what he really be-
lieved in was in and of itself a great lesson and inspiration.  He did-

n’t preach to us about doing the right things, he just did them and 

showed the way through example. The main thing I learned from 

him was to have the courage of your convictions, act on them con-

sistently and treat people in the way you want to be treated, to stand 

on my own and to take what he taught 

me to confidently create and innovate in whatever I do and wherever 

I go. 

I really miss him as the leader of our family. While the world and his 

cause truly lost a great leader to me losing my Tata was an everlast-

ing personal jolt. I am always curious as to what other things he 

would have done had he lived longer. He had many plans beyond his 

work with farm workers. 

What I cherish most is that we had a grandfather/granddaughter rela-

tion-ship that was real, lasting and personal. He showed his love and 
affection in a genuine way, always teaching us how to be good peo-

ple. I feel truly honored to have known him in a way that not many 

others did.  

 

Barbara Chavez Ybarra is Cesar and Helen’s fifth grandchild.  

She lives in San Diego, CA and owns and operates Ybarra Public 

Affairs with her family. 

 

Barbara Chavez Ybarra 

Copied with permission of La Voz de Austin) 

 

Thanks to La Voz de Austin fir this story 

How I Remember My Grandfather, Cesar Chavez 
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Cosas de la Communidad 
 

Texas being a Red State we noticed little political action by the presidential candidates here. They 

were here but mostly to rake in the money to spend in states where the election was close.   

 

The US Senate race was won by Ted Cruz, a Latino Republican.  He is the first Latino elected to the 

US Senate and the first Latino elected for almost twenty years.  We say “en Buena Hora!”  Marc Ve-

asey won the new Congressional District 33 seat handily.   In a hotly contested race Wendy Davis 

sneaked out a win in Texas Senate District 10.  Sergio DeLeon is replacing Judge Manuel Valdez as 

Justice of the Peace in Precinct 5.  Replacing Sergio as Constable Precinct 5 is Ruben Garcia.  We 

congratulate Sergio and Ruben on their election and Judge Valdez on his retirement.  We also 

wished Father Jasso a happy birthday.  Que tenga muchos mas.  Of all the bright lights in the com-

munity, Father Jasso is one of the brightest.  We look forward to discussing important issues to the 

Latino community with all elected officials of Tarrant County, Democrat and Republican. 

Education is an issue that we want to discuss simply because it is no longer acceptable for almost half of our Latino children to drop out of school.  

Our children who graduate must be better prepared for higher education and we must mobilize our energy to stop the school to prison pipeline.  

Education is a complex issue and we must remain focused on the complexity of the topic.  When you hear 

charter schools, vouchers, privatization, achievement gap, dropout rate,  so on and so forth, sometimes you  

wonder just what the heck people are talking about.   All of these education issues are important and none of 

them is more important than the other.  None of them individually is going to improve the education of our 

children.  Each one of these issues needs to be looked at individually so we can better understand the chal-

lenges of education.  Saber es poder, it is the enemy of the status quo and the power of the future.   

We know that immigration is important and we look forward to Congress enacting legislation that solves the 
issue this session.   If you follow Quien Somos you will see the 

need for immigration reform.  Congressman Veasey appears to have taken a very proactive approach on 
this issue.  We hope that he is able to sway some local Republicans who are dead set against most immi-

gration reform. 
We will not stop there because we know that you are hungry for information pertinent to you.  If you 

want to read the blood and gore of daily life you have a choice of local papers.  Ultimately, we want to 
present information that is pertinent to you, the Latino.       

Ultimately, we will be successful only if we provide the news you are looking for and if you buy the 

products of our advertisers so please visit them and take advantage of their special offers. 

  

Spanglish is spoken here.  A language born in Texas is now used in most Spanish speaking countries 

including Spain.  Some words cannot be translated into Spanish and vice versa so it is better to keep the 

English/Spanish word to improve communication.  In Spain there is a retail store chain called “El Corte 

Ingles”.  There is no translation from Spanish to English that conveys the true cultural meaning of the name.   
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Quien somos?  Who are we?   
Every time that you fill out applications for work, school, federal government, you have to answer the “race” question or 

how do you label yourself, Hispanic, Latino, Chicano, Tejano or Mexican.  How do you label yourself?   

There is a lot of historical data about Spanish Colonial Texas.  Texas was a part of the Spanish Empire for over three-

hundred (300) years.  Of course all of Texas was under Native Indian control for much more than 300 years.  People, who 

wrote about Indian Texas, described what they saw.  So when we look at history we are al-

ways reading what someone else decided we should know.  We do not know what the Indi-

ans thought when they first saw Europeans they did not have a written language.  So we 

will use our imagination as we trek through Tejano History.  Where appropriate we will use citations however most 

of what we will write about is readily available over the internet. 

The original Tejanos, now called Hispanics, were Spanish settlers, soldiers, missionaries and Mestizos sent to popu-

late Texas in response to the French settlement of East Texas from 1685 to 1688.  Prior to the arrival of the Span-

iards, Texas was populated by indigenous people whom Columbus mislabeled as “Indians” in the mistaken belief 

that he had landed in India.  From the conquest of Mexico in 1521 to the arrival of the French Texas received scant 

attention from the Spanish government.  Spain may have claimed all the land west of the Appalachian Mountains and Florida, keeping it proved 

difficult. In response to the French intrusion Spain established a series of missions from East Texas to San Antonio in the early 1700’s.   Populating 

Texas proved difficult because of its isolation from Mexico and Spain and the many unfriendly Indian tribes that roamed Texas.  The first Spanish 

Tejanos lived mostly south and east of San Antonio.  In 1821 there were about 4,000 Tejanos in Texas, in 1830 there 

were 30,000 American immigrants in Texas by 1836 Americans outnumbered Tejanos ten to one.  By the time of the 

Mexican Revolution Texas had been a part of the Spanish Empire for over 300 years.  Texas was a part of Mexico for 

fifteen years, historically an insignificant part of time. 

 

When Texas became independent in 1836, these early Tejanos were part of the property that came with victory over 

Santa Anna.  These early Tejanos went from Conquistadores to Conquistados from Mexicans to Americans.  The Con-

quistados learned how to co-exist with the White Conquistadores.  Two cultures co-existed side by side with the one 

that had the political power having the most clout.   

 

Between 1836 and 1900 there was a trickle of migration from Mexico to Texas.  There was a spike in migration in 1900.  Between 1910 and 1920 

the Mexican Revolution caused millions of Mexicans to migrate to the US to escape the ravages of the war and a desperate economic situation.  

They came to Texas in search of opportunity and a better future.  According to Ancestry.com the following table shows the number of people who 

were labeled as; Mexican Race/Latino; those born in Mexico; those born in Texas; and those born in the U.S.  

 

Born in Mexico  Born in Texas  Born in U.S. 

 

1900  4426    5840    5873 

1910  13188    16782    17310 

1920  9410    7766    8078 

1930  269461                         414959   423947 

*1940  188326  

 

*The data for 1940 does not include Mexican/Latino as a race.  Everyone was listed as White.  

 

From the arrival of the first European in San Antonio a unique Tejano culture was born.  This is where the myth of the vaquero is born.  It was the 

fusion of Tejano and Mexicano that made us Tejano-Mexicano. 
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If you were around in the 1950s or early ’60s, chances are you watched the Friday night fights on one of two local channels.  That’s all we boxing fans 

had back then on TV, in fact that was it, period. I remember my Dad was really into it; he watched every Friday night.  So, I watched.  

The Gillette Razor Company was the main sponsor, with some kind of bird featured in their commercials.  The only big 

names in the sport I remember from back then were Sonny Liston and Floyd Patterson. 

Fast forward a few years to the first Ali/Liston fight a shocker.  Anyone who claimed to know anything about boxing at 

the time gave Muhammad Ali -- or Cassius Clay, his given name -- no chance of winning at all. 

But win he did.  And thus, I believe, began the era of the athlete who was more than willing to let us all know just how 

good he was. 

Ali is now considered an American Icon, but back then it seemed that most “non-Blacks” thought Ali had forgotten his 

place and had turned into an uppity “N-word.”  

Cassius Clay knocks out Sonny Liston for the Heavyweight title of the world. Many others – including me -- appreciated his honest bravado, as opposed 

to the often false modesty of the day.  Clearly the times they were a changing.  And it was also the time when I discovered that many folk in my city and 

perhaps the nation also thought I was different.  My Dad had passed on by then; so I was left to my own decisions about who qualified for my sports he-

roes and also why the color of my skin made me different. 

As for boxing, I still believe the ’60s to be the greatest time for the “World Heavyweight Division” of the pros. 

The Boxing Hall of Fame list from that era, going through the 1970s and into the ’80s, of course, included Muhammad Ali, Joe Fra-

zier, George Foreman, Ken Norton and then Larry Holmes. As for Larry, most fans never really had a real appreciation of his work in 

the ring.  He knew this, and I believe it always haunted him. 

Ali became my number one sports hero, but I do remember when he fought Oscar Bonavena. 

Oscar was from Argentina (I think too lazy to look up).  I felt some pride that he took Ali to 15 rounds.   I believe this was my start at 

cheering for any Hispanic/Latino type.  Ali went on to have many great fights, in an out of the ring, that made him larger than life. 

However, as Newton proved, everything that goes up must come down. 

About Ali, it took me a while to acknowledge that fact.  When Ali met Larry Holmes in a late-career fight, I realized the Ali shuffle was no more. 

After Ali, the end of their championship “season” came quickly for all the Big Guys. 

Still, to the surprise of most of us, a ghost from that era came back in 1994 to claim the Heavyweight Championship of the World, one more time.  George 

Foreman beat Michael Moore.  George, at the age of 45, became the oldest Heavyweight to ever win the title. 

Yet, at least for me, the Era of the Heavyweight was over.  It would take a few more years before Mike Tyson would bring us all back to this division.  But the pro boxing void 

was filled pretty quickly by the fighters in the lighter divisions, such as Sugar Ray Leonard, Roberto Duran, Thomas Hearns, Marvin Hagler, Wilfredo Beni-

tez and the recently deceased Hector Camacho. 

Then there was Julio César Chavez in the Lightweight Divisions, considered the best pound-per- pound fighter of his era, when that 

phrase still meant something.  He was simply the best and could never be counted out, even when he started slow. 

The best example of his stamina and resilience came during his unforgettable fight with Meldrick Taylor in 1990.  Chavez started slow 

and was behind in the round scoring.  Then came the 12thround knockout, Chavez winning with only 2 seconds left. 

 The eras of the great pro boxers – in all divisions – have died, with the retirement of Oscar de la Hoya, one of the best pugilists ever to 

put on the gloves.  We – the many fans of the sport – are left wondering if “Boxing” with a capital “B” can regain its prominence once again. 

In our next issue we will attempt to answer that question and look at local amateur boxing.  We will, with your help, put together a Top 10 list of “The Greatest Latino Boxers.” 

Contact us at alberto@amigos-n-business.com to vote for your favorite Latino boxer. 

Click on elboxeo@nuestravozdetc.com to watch the Chavez-Taylor fight.   



10 

 

some Lineman that can hold 

a block and allow Tony to 

stay upright  

 

LATINOs 

IN  

THE NFL 

                                        

 

BIG JOE HAULS IN A 

PASS FROM SAMMY 

BAUGH 

While many believe that the 

Raza in the NFL is new, it is 

not.  Meet Joe Aguirre, 6.3ft, 

220lb Tight End and Kicker 

drafted out of St. Mary’s Col-

lege of California. The Red-

skins drafted Big Joe, as that 

was his nickname in 1941, in 

the 9th round. 

Joe went on to have a 14 year 

career in football that included 

becoming the first Mexicano to 

make the NFL’s All Po Team.  

Tambien, (In addition) he made 

All Pro with a new league 

called the American Football 

Conference. Big Joe ended his 

career in the Canadian Football 

League but not before becom-

ing an All C.F.L. Pick. As an 

aside it should be noted that he 

interrupted his career for 2 

years to answer the call after 

Pearl Harbor. To find out more 

about the History of Latinos 

in the NFL and the first La-

tino drafted in1927 click on 

link   

http://

www.profootballhof.c

om/history/general/

latin-americans.aspx 

 

 Next month Tom Flo-

res and Jim Plunkett.    

  

 
TONY ROMO 

A RICH MEXICAN 

 

Unless you were in a cave without 

Wi Fi, you now know that Tony 

Romo will be likely be  retiring as 

a Cowboy. A rich one at that,6 

years 108 million, 55 million 

guaranteed.    Of course there was 

a lot of what T.H. talk, former 

Eagles Quarterback Donavan 

Mcnabb got into the discussion 

by tweeting “you got to be kidding 

1 playoff victory gets you 

that” (Cowboys34 Eagles14) 

However if you know anything 

about the business side of football 

(capolgy) you  know that it was 

never a matter of if, It was when? 

The Cowboys (Jerry Jones) never 

really had an alternative, they had 

to sign him and extend him to 

create cap space. Ok many say, 

but why so much after all Joe Fla-

co got less guaranteed money, 

only  Tom Brady got more at 57 

million guess what if  he had 

hit free agency he would have  

gotten  more. So the quarterback 

discussion is over, now let’s find 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Amateur Writer 

Contest Please submit 

your favorite family cuentos 

( stories ) for a chance to win 

special recognition and priz-

es, vis-

it nuestravozdetc.com and 

click on ( contact) us and re-

quest details. 

Business 
Owners!      
Visit nuestra-

vozdetc,com and click 

on ( contact us) to find 

out how to be recog-

nized as The Business 

Of  The Month that 

comes with a free promotion package.  

 

 

 FREE MONTHLY DRAWING! 
Visit nuestravozdetc.com and click 

on Contact Us to request details.  

SPORTS 

CONTINUED 
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Remembering   

The  Broken Hearts 
De Seguin, Texas 

1950s was a decade that saw much 

in the way of social, political and 

cultural change in 

America. An invention called the 

television had made its way into 
the homes of millions and 

for the first time, people began to 

see programs like, “I Love Lucy,” 

The Adventures of 

Superman, and a whole host of 

cartoons shows.  Television also 

showed us the unfolding of the 

modern Civil Rights Movement in 

the South.  But there was one pro-

gram that really caught the atten-

tion of young people across the 

country. It was called American 

Bandstand. It debuted in 1952, and 

much to the astonishment of par-

ents everywhere, it began teaching 

young people a new form of music 

called Rock and Roll.  Every week 

the music and the groups that per-

formed on Dick Clarks’ program 

drew a bigger and b i g g e r audi-

ence.  Young people liked what 

they saw and sought to imitate the 

music or come up with their own 
sounds. Sock hops in local high 

school gyms proved to be the high-

light of many a high school stu-

dent’s social life. It was also in this 

time frame that Soul Music began 

to develop a huge followings. Ray 

Charles and his 1955 hit “I Got a 

Woman” became a sensation and 

could be heard on radio stations all 

across America.  The 1960s 

also proved to be A power-

ful decade for music.  Elvis 

Presley, while still very 

popular, was overshadowed 
by a group from England 

called The Beatles.  The 

British Invasion would 

soon spread all over the 

world and once again, 

young people were caught 

up in a music revolution 

that would help change 

everything from hairdos, 

clothing styles to the way 

they spoke.  As television 

began to “ c o n n e c t ” 
people in ways never before, 

there was desire by many to 

want to be a part of “what was 

in.” And this desire to a did 

not escape a teenager from 

Seguin, Texas by the name of 

Ramon Salazar. Like mil-

lions of other teenagers across 

the country, he too was listen-

ing to radio and watching the 

television set.  As a Mexican 
American, Ramon Salazar 

lived in two worlds and spoke 

two languages. He and his 

friends had learned how to 

navigate two cultures both in 

the schools and in the streets. 

So when Ramon decided he 

wanted to start a musical 

group, it was only logical that 

the sounds they would pro-

duce would be something 

from the cultural experience 
from which they came. Their 

group would become known 

as The Broken Hearts.  Be-

low are excerpts from a group 

interview that was conducted 

in June, 2012 in Seguin, Tex-

as of the surviving members 

of The Broken 

Hearts.  Their reflections and 

memories of what is was like 

to be part of music history 

should 

serve to remind people that 

Seguin, Texas has a lot to be 

proud of today. 

My name is Ruben Perez, 

currently I now live in Hou-

ston, Texas. I started playing 

with The Broken Hearts 

when I was a freshman in high 

school. I started playing music 

when I was very young. I 

think the reason I got into 

music was because of my fa-

ther.  He loved music and 

encouraged us to play the sax-

ophone.  My brother played 

the saxophone and was an 
original member of The Bro-

ken Hearts. His name is Ern-

esto Perez Jr., They called 

him Neddy. So we both 

played the saxophone. I 

played with another groups 

before The Broken Hearts. It 

was called the Illusions.  We 

were kids. I must have been 

12 of 13. I am Toyo Amador. 

I started with The Broken 

Hearts as their roadie back in 

1966. I was 15 years old when 

I started going on trips with 

them. I did all the driving 

LEFT to RIGHT: Tony Cas-

tillo, Vocalist, Ramon 

“Munchie” Salazar, 

Rhythm Guitar, Tony 

Gutierrez, Bass Gui-

tar, George Soto, 

Lead Guitar, Ernest 

Perez, Saxophone, 

Gilbert Gonzales, 

Saxophone and Joe 

Gonzales,  Drums 

back then and worked 

hand in hand with Mr. 

Ramon Salazar.  I 

traveled with all these 

guys for many years.  I 

was with the group 

from 1966 to the early 

1970s. 

 

La Voz: Mr. Salazar, as I 

understand it, you were the 

one who started The Bro-

ken Hearts? Is that cor-

rect? 

 

Ramon Salazar: Well, 

yes. We wanted to get a 

group together.  We want-

ed to play music. We saw a 
guy named Jerry Luna 

playing here in Seguin in 

the school auditorium and 

he really made an impres-

sion on us. He played La 

Bamba and Fräulein on 

the guitar and everybody 

got real excited. I said, “I 

want to do that too.” So I 

bought a guitar and started 

practicing. My next door 

neighbor, George Soto, he 
also went and got a guitar. 

Then we picked up a drum-

mer. We didn’t have a 

name. We just practiced 

and worked on different 

tunes. Then Gilbert Gon-

zales joined. He played the 

trombone. He was about 14 

years old at the time. A 

guy named Fernando was 

playing drums.  

  

La Voz: Where did the name The 

Broken Hearts come from? 

Salazar: We went to a talent 

show at Ball High School, which 
was the school for the negritos. 

There was group playing called 

the Flaming Hearts. We were 

calling ourselves The Playboys. 

But I liked their name better. My 

name is Bobby Gonzales. I had a 

group called the Hand Jives here 

in Seguin. One of our members, 

Sixto Sanchez, was the first to 

leave the group when he joined 

The Broken Hearts.  Shortly 

after that Jesse Carillo joined 
The Broken Hearts. And right 

after that, Jimmy Solis joined 

The Broken Hearts. And shortly 

after that, Danny de la Garza 

left, so I was left with nothing!  

(Laughter) 

 

La Voz: Now when they joined 

The  Broken Hearts, was that 

because Mr. Salazar se metió por 

allí? 
 

Bobby Gonzales: ¡Si hombre! Se 

andaba metiendo por aquí y por 

allá. (Laughter) But no, the guys 

were talented and so it is un-

derstandable that the top group 

would want to take the finest mu-

sicians.  This friend of mine, Ste-

ve  Velasquez likes to make jokes 

about Seguin and he says, 

“Nombre, dicen que en Seguin 

todo lo que hay es cantinas y mu-

sicos! (Laughter) And that is true, 

because I started doing the math 

and I looked at the number of 

members of Seguin musicians 

who in the   

To continue reading the story go 

to  nuestravosdrtc.com 
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2012 Miss Senorita 

Brenda Martinez 

 

  

 
                        

           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Miss Senorita Fort Worth Scholarship Pageant 

Is seeking young ladies ages 14 – 19 years for our 10th Annual Pageant 

No Experience Necessary Training Provided. 

Contact US For Location 

For more info.E-mail:alberto@amigos-n-business.com 

Or Call: Mr Govea @ 817-797-4015 

Sponsored by Amigos — L.U.L.A.C. Council 4568 
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