
"Nuestra Voz Our History, Our Life, Our Future" A Raza Publication February 2017/Volume 3 Issue 39

Latino North Texas

Photo credit Pablo Martinez Monsivais, AP

TRUMP PROTESTERS MARCH 
ON WASHINGTON

TIME FOR THE  
OSCARS



Nuestra Voz De North Texas 2

PAGE 2: Letter from the Editor
PAGE 4: Carlos Flores, Donde Estas 
PAGE 5: Learning Your Roots, Tejano History 
PAGE 6: Best Pics 
PAGE 7: Best Pics continued 
PAGE 8: Grammy, Actores Latinos
PAGE 9: Time for Change, Tony Perez
PAGE 10: Hope During Tax Season, Valentine's 
Day
PAGE 11: NV in Español- Time For Change
PAGE 12: NV in Español- Valentine's Day 
PAGE 13: NV in Español-They WIll Know We 
Are Christians (Español)
PAGE 14: -They WIll Know We Are Christians  
PAGE 15: Dart

Seeking writers and sales people

Letter from the editor
 I think that we would all agree that once in a while when something gets repeated over 
and over it becomes redundant and we become immune to the content of the message regard-
less of how important the message is.   
 Take for instance immigration.  Nothing gets me upset more than traveling to the Rio 
Grande Valley on vacation and on the return trip deep inside Texas territory I get stopped by 
the Border Patrol and I have to prove my nationality.  Folks, when you are asked to prove who 
you are when you are inside your own country, your nation of birth, it bothers me.   
 I am also bothered when we as a people are taken for granted.  When you look at the 
ethnic makeup of Fort Worth and Tarrant County, In the City of Fort Worth It is a close 40-40-
18-2. Whites, Mexican Americans Blacks and others.  All figures come from the census.

Demographic percentages: 

Tarrant County   Fort Worth

White  56.6   61.10 (Includes Latinos)

Black  13.9   18.91

Latino  22.9   34.06

Other  6.59   20

In the county, the only non-judicial elected official is Mary Louise Garcia, County Clerk.  
There are three elected county wide judges.   In the city of Fort Worth, we have one elect-
ed city council one, justice of the peace and one constable.  We publish an article, “¿Dónde 
estás?”, “Where are you?”  We Mexican Americans have to take responsibility for what we 
are and what we are not.  Figures don’t lie.  Liars figure.  The numbers above tell the tale.  We 
don’t run for office and we don’t vote.  Parece que le tenemos miedo a halgo.  ¿Que sera?  ¿El 
boogie man? 
 A lady speaks out about the education of her children and what she has experienced.  
Silence is deafening.  Especially the silence of all parents that give up on the education of their 
children and trust them to a system that is more concerned with test scores than education.  If 
every parent took a personal interest in the education of their child there would be no need for 
mentors.  The school to prison pipeline would be broken and more and more children would 
aspire to get a higher-level education.  It is possible.  But it takes parents.  But it takes more 
than parents.  It takes parents that vote.  In voting parents will be teaching their children the 
value of an education and the value of voting.  But the best education is going to start at home.   
 Why don’t we have a street named after Cesar Chavez?  Because we are too busy 
satisfying our selfish ego instead of looking at the needs of our children and the importance of 
a role model.  Because we don’t have strong leaders.  We should not have to fight; the city of 
Fort Worth should take it upon itself to name a street after Cesar Chavez 
 Elections are in May.  I have always maintained that to drain the swamp in Washing-
ton, you have to pull the plug here.  Yes, it is redundant.  But it is time for everyone to get off 
their duff and vote.
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ACEPTAMOS INTERCAMBIOS

» SIN LICENCIA 
» SIN CREDITO 
» MAL CREDITO OK

OK
» BANCARROTA OK

• OMAR LÓPEZ
• Gerente

MEGA CENTRO DE AUTOS USADOS
• FINANCIAMIENTO DISPONIBLE PARA TODOS •

*PRECIOS SON AL CONTADO + TT&L **CON CREDITO APROBADO, CALCULADOS AL 4.99% APR 72 MESES CON UN ENGANCHE DE $2,500, PRECIOS EXCLUYEN CARGOS DE GOBIERNO POR EMISION, IMPUESTOS, LICENCIA Y DOCUMENTOS ADMINISTRATIVOS + 0% DE APR 
CON CREDITO APROBADO A 60 MESES 1.9% APR CON CREDITO APROBADO A 72 MESES

» SIN LICENCIA » SIN LICENCIA 
» SIN CREDITO » SIN CREDITO OKOK

¡APROVECHE! AHORA 
           OFRECIENDO HASTA 
  90 DIAS PARA SU 
             PRIMER PAGO

12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, TURBO, DIESEL, CUSTOM WHEELS, #CDR0329M

977048

16 GMC TERRAIN SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #SC0738

971106

$369/MES*
14 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, CUSTOM WHEELS, #6CG1040A

977047

$285/MES*
11 TOYOTA TUNDRA

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, CREW MAX, 
#6WW4308A

977045

$422/MES*
09 DODGE JOURNEY SXT

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #C2705A

977046

$165/MES*$10,750

13 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, CROMO, 

#6DR3350A

976304

$349/MES*$22,500*
13 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6WW4238A

977044

$298/MES*
14 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, SOLO 24K MILLAS, 

#6DR1771A

973594

$575/MES*
11 DODGE CHARGER

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6DR3003A

976300

$12,000

• CHRISTIAN

11 DODGE RAM 1500
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, CROMO, CREW 

CAB, #6DR2477A

977050

$265/MES*

12 GMC YUKON SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., 3RA FILA, CD, ESTRIBOS, ALLOYS, 

#6C3884B

974458

$322/MES*
12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST

ESPECIAL DEL 

MANAGER

4X4

13 FORD F-150
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, ESTRIBOS, ALLOYS, 

SUPER CREW, #6WW2086A

977051

$546/MES*4X4

15 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LTZ
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, SIS/NAV, ESTRIBOS, 
CREW CAB, CUSTOM WHEELS, #7DR1260A

977052

$637/MES*4X4

LEVANTADA

11 CHEVY CAMARO SS
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, CROMO, #6W4156A

972738

$317/MES*
11 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6K3132A

976305

$8,750
14 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #ES0159A

976306

$255/MES*
12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6WW3784B

977049

$279/MES*REG. 
CAB!!!
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¿Dónde estás? - 
Where are you?
We all remember when our kids were little. We 
vowed not to miss a day or event in their lives. 
We cried when they said their first word and when 
they took their first steps. We cried more than 
they probably did on the first day of school. We 
were there for the award ceremonies, Christmas 
recitals, valentine’s parties, cheerleading and 
football practice and games. It was times, that 
were so memorable. 

Yet, as they all do, they grow up and we feel 
that it should be getting easier on us. They can 
do so much more on their own. They can now 
walk to and from school. They can do their own 
homework. They can attend school social events 
on their own. We rely on their friends to be their 
company more than us. The “Meet the Teacher 
Day” isn’t as much priority. Seen one game, 
seen them all. As our kids grow into their middle 
school and high school years a lot changes. Our 
marital status change, our financial situation 
changes, and our priorities get switched around. 
Teenagers seem to get less of our time as they 
grow. Is this really the time to let them bloom or 
is it the time that they most need of us, as parents. 
Teenage years seem to be the life changing ones. 
So, it would be safe, to say that these years are 
just as important as any. 

Not only do they change physically and mentally, 
they have life changing situations. The teenage 
years have changed from when we were kids, 
the obstacles, challenges and temptations have 
only multiplied. Our teenagers require as much 
attention as we gave them when they were little. 
Parenting is a lifelong commitment. Our job as 
parents are to see them thru every day not on 
selected days. To kiss and nurture them at all ages 
of their lives. To know, who their friends are, 
what interest they have in, which girl/boy they 
like, everything that we knew from them as small 
kids.

My message for all our teenage parents are 
“Donde Estas – where are you?”, are we still the 
active parents that we were when our kids were 
young? Are we there for kids in all aspects as they 
grow into teenagers and young adults?

Let’s stay united as a family and community to 
see that our children grow up to successful young 
adults. Let us, as parents not fail to enjoy every 
“Memorial Moment.”

Yesenia Rodriguez

Carlos Flores 
 Carlos is the only candidate born and raised in Fort Worth’s District 2. His family has deep roots in 
the Northside and Diamond Hill. He is an All Saints Catholic School Alumnus and Nolan High School Alum-
nus. He and his family are All Saints Catholic Church parishioners.  
 Because of his established record of service, Carlos is endorsed by a broad coalition of community, 
city, and State leaders. Certainly, his knowledge and experience working with city government as the Chair-
man of the City Zoning Commission, former Chairman of the Building Standards Commission, former board 
member of the Crime Control and Prevention District (CCPD), Fort Worth ISD Advisory Committee, Library 
Foundation, Stockyards Design Standards and Guidelines Task Force, Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure would all be valuable assets as a city council member. 
 Leading by example is something Carlos believes in firmly.  He was a member of the Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) and volunteered as a corporate college recruiter at Lockheed Martin 
educating and mentoring college students interested in careers in engineering. He and his wife, Isabel, both 
volunteer at All Saints Catholic School in the Home School Organization (HSO), parish fundraisers, and Girl 
Scouts of America.  
 Carlos has a long history of grassroots volunteerism. He is a former President of the Fort Worth 
League of Neighborhoods, member of the Inter District 2 Alliance and serves as the President of the Northside 
Neighborhood Association. He is supportive of naming a street after Cesar Chavez and has encouraged those 
seeking a name change to reach out to business owners, the neighborhood, city and county officials. As a 
member of the CCPD, he participated in the selection of community-based programs to address issues ranging 
from domestic abuse to juvenile crime prevention.  
 Carlos is an Aerospace Engineer and studied at the University of Texas at Arlington and a graduate 
of the Leadership Fort Worth Program Class of 2008. In his career, he has worked on major national defense 
projects like the P-3 Orion, F-16 Fighting Falcon and F-35 Lightening II fighter aircraft. He works at Park-
er-Hannifin Stratoflex as an Engineer. He, his wife and two children live in the Northside and are active in 
their community. 

Tejano History – Juan Seguin 
 Many of our Latino leaders have been forgotten and neglected throughout our Texas 
history. Many Tejanos fought, bled and died to allow Texas to exist and later flourish. I am writing 
about a segment of history and needs to be told. I encourage more Latinos to follow in the foot-
steps of Juan Seguin - soldier of Texas, Mayor of San Antonio, Texas, Senator of Texas and most 
definitely Hero of Texas. Latinos need to become leaders within their communities and run for 
elective office. So, that our Voice can be heard Loud and Clear! 
 The Battle of Gonzales was the first military engagement of the Texas Revolution. It was 
fought near Gonzales, Texas, on October 2, 1835, between rebellious Texian settlers and a detach-
ment of Mexican army troops.

Tejano Colonel Juan Nepomuceno Seguir 1806 - 1890

1834 - Being the first to organize opposition to Gen. Santa Anna by preparing a circular inviting 
citizen to take part in a Texas Constitutional Convention.

1835 - Appointed to the rank of Captain in the Texas Army by Commander in Chief Stephen F. 
Austin: Captain Seguin recruited fighters to defend against the invasion of Santa Anna’s army; 
Juan Seguin personally provide his own troops with horses, food and shelter.

1835 -  Battle of Gonzales erupted over possession of a cannon wanted returned by Mexican 
troops; Gonzales citizens challenged the troops to “Come and Take It.” They then used it to fire 
the first shot of the Revolution.

1835 - Juan Seguin fought alongside Jim Bowie in the Battle of Concepcion; then rushed to join 
the Grass Fight south of San Antonio to slow the pace of Santa Anna’s invading Army.

See Seguine
page 5
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1835 - Siege of Bejar - Captain Seguin with his 
160 Tejano ranchers and Texas volunteers attacked 
Gen. Cos troops then in control of San Antonio in a 
crucial battle that signaled no turning back by Texas 
freedom fighters.

1836 - The advance guard of Santa Anna’s troops 
was sighted near San Antonio which alerted the 
small detachment of defenders to quickly regroup on 
the grounds of the Alamo: Once there, the small unit 
of Texans immediately prepared their defense of the 
mission against the attacking troops of Gen. Cos that 
were soon to be dramatically increased by the much 
large forces of General Santa Anna.

1836 - The Siege of the Alamo commenced; Captain 
Seguin defended the mission alongside Crocket, 
Travis and Bowie until ordered by Colonel Travis to 
break through The Mexican lines in search of addi-
tional Texas troops.

1836 - The Fall of the Alamo occurred while Captain 
Seguin was following his orders to ride to Goliad in 
search of reinforcements from the troops of Colonel 
Fannin.

1836 - He next rushed to warn and help defend 
Texas citizens fleeing from the path of the Mexican 
Army during the ensuing Runaway Scrape.

1836 -  Captain Seguin commanded Company (cav-
alry) of the 2nd Regiment during the Texas victory 
over Santa Anna Army at San Jacinto; soon after 
that brief struggle, he was ordered by General Sam 
Houston to enforce the orderly withdrawal of Santa 
Anna’s troops from Texas.

1836 -  Captain Seguin with his army reentered 
San Antonio to accept the surrender of the Mexican 
forces there under the command of Lt. Francisco 
Castaneda, the same officer involved in the opening 
skirmish over the cannon at Gonzales.

1836 - He was promoted to the rank of Lt. Colonel 
by Republic of Texas President David Burnet, who 
expressed special trust in the courage, patriotism and 
ability of Juan N. Seguin.

1837 - He successfully appealed to his friend, Sam 
Houston, to rescind a prior military order to destroy 
San Antonio by fire, thus earning Colonel Seguin the 
respect for saving that city.

1837 - Ordered by Sam Houston to bury the remains 
of the Alamo defenders, Colonel Seguin provided 
the martyrs with a Christian burial including full 
military honors.

1839 - - Senator Juan N. Seguin presented a bill that 

established a mail route from Austin to San Antonio.

1839 - Colonel Seguin was honored by the citizens 
of Walnut Springs who voted to change the name of 
their community to Seguin because of his service to 
Texas during its heroic struggle for Independence.

1837 - 1840 - - The Biographical Directory of the 
Texas Conventions and Congresses states that Juan 
Seguin was an elected member of the Senate of the 
Republic of Texas 2nd, 3rd and 4th Congresses; Sen-
ator Seguin’s legacy includes his strong leadership 
for adoption of a bill requiring all of the Laws of the 
Republic of Texas to be written in both English and 
Spanish. Senator Seguin held high his views that the 
Republic’s law should protect all citizens and that 
there can be no doubt as to the rights an individual 
enjoys, and equally important what his responsibili-
ties are, as a citizen of Texas.

January 19, 1840. Austin was selected as the official 
capital. Col. Seguin was on the joint Senate and 
House Committee to select the site for the Capitol of 
Texas which was named for his bosom friend Ste-
phen F. Austin, it is related that the committee killed 
buffalo for their food while camped to locate the site 
for the capital of Texas.

1841 -  Juan Seguin is elected Mayor of San Anto-
nio.

1852 -  Won election as Bexar County Justice of the 
Peace; re-elected for a second term two years later.

1869 -  Elected Wilson County Judge.

1874 -  Juan Seguin was declared a hero of the Texas 
War for Independence by the Texas Legislature and 
provided a lifetime pension by the state.

He is most famous for his command, “Damn the 
torpedoes full speed ahead.”  Of course, there were 
no torpedoes at the time and he was referring to the 
underwater mines that were used to protect ports 
against the attacking naval ships.    
David Farragut was b -orn in Tennessee,a south-
erner by birth.  His father was a Spaniard born in 
Minorca one of Balearic Islands that was often used 
as a fueling stop by Spanish ships on the way to the 
new world.  The “isleños” that were brought to San 
Antonio were from these islands.  
 At the tender age of 9 David Farragut was 
commissioned a midshipman in the US Navy.  Even 
though he was a southerner he felt secession from 
the Union by the south was treasonous.  He served 
with the Union Navy with distinction and had a long 
illustrious career.  David Farragut was the first Naval 
Officer to be promoted to full admiral. David Farra-
gut had Latino roots.

By Jesse Jimenez 
02-15-2017

Seguin
continued from page 4
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By A. Govea 

 I am for the most part a movie buff and I guess you could also 
call me a popcorn buff, I love theater popcorn with jalapenos and a 
pickle on the side. So, that should tell you I know how to party, at least 
the best an old guy can. So, I will give you a thumbnail review of all the 
best picture nominated movies with my score 0 to 5 with 5 being the best 
score. Watch the Oscar’s on Sunday the 26th to find out the winners. 
 Lion; Is based on a true story about a five-year-old boy from In-
dia that becomes separated from his family on a train. He falls asleep and 
once he wakes up, he desperately tries to get off and get help to recon-
nect with his family. Untimely he becomes homeless and is adopted by 
an Australian well to do family and all is well until he gets into his early 
20s. Saroo which translates into Lion begins a quest to find his homeland 
that he hopes will lead to finding his birth family. It is a kinda an E.T. go 
home (if you remember that reference) with google maps. The movie is 
very touching and if you are a crier, get ready. I give it 3 and a half. 
 Hell, or High Water; The movie is described as a modern western 

with the focus of the movie on two brothers trying to save the family 
farm by robbing banks. It is based in West Texas Midland Odessa and 
Post; however, it was filmed in New Mexico. The movie is full of cli-
chés, Jeff Bridges plays a soon to be retired Texas Ranger that aims to 
catch the brothers before he does. His sidekick is a half Mexican and 
Native American and Bridges takes shots at both. If clichés don’t bother 
you this is really a good entertaining movie. I give it a 4 out of 5. 
 Arrival; This is labeled a science fiction thriller, I say science 
fiction yea, thriller not so much. Large oval shaped cones start landing on 
earth.  No one knows what to make of them, so predicable they feel like 
they must destroy them. Amy Adams stars as the linguistic expert that 
is tasked with trying to communicate with the beings that emerge from 
cones. The picture does have some drama and excitement but the ending 
is so predictable, so nothing new to see here. I give it a 2 and a quarter.  
 Manchester by the sea; This movie is a dark drama that stars 

2017 Best Picture  
Nominations  
My Thoughts

See Nominations  
p.7
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Casey Affleck as Lee Chandler a handy man thrust into the role as the 
main caregiver to his teenage nephew when his brother dies. Affleck is 
reluctant to take this role on since he must stay in Manchester and face a 
dark past which involves the death of his daughters. Which he may have 
accidently caused through drunken neglections, Affleck is nominated for 
best actor in this role. I would not disagree with that nomination and I 
give this film a 4 out of 5. 
 Hidden Figures; This movie is based on a true story involving 
three African American ladies that contributed greatly to space program 
and were all but forgotten. Our heroes in the movie were segregated 
both in their work area and bathroom facilities. They were scientists and 
mathematician’s that referred to as the Black computers. Because of their 
work, America untimely won the space race and were a very important 
part of John Glenn’s first space orbit. Good to know this history, I give 
the movie a 2 and a half out of 5. 
 Hacksaw Ridge; Based on the true story of Desmond T. Doss 
the first conscientious objector to win a Presidential Medal of Honor. 
While he believed, the war was just, he as a 7th Day Adventist was totally 
against taking anyone’s life. The movie concludes in the bloody battle of 
Okinawa that has our real-life hero played by Andrew Garfield a medic, 
saving 75 follow soldiers. I am not a fan of the war movie genre but I 
liked this movie enough to give it a 2 and half out of 5. 
 Fences; Denzel Washington starred in and directed this film ad-
aptation of August Wilson’s Pulitzer prize winning play. And this movie 
does not stray too far from its live play roots with most of the movie 
set in the home of Troy Maxson played by Denzel. The movie is set in 

1950s Pittsburg and revolves around the life and history of Troy, which 
has been no day at the beach. Viola Davis stars as his wife Rose who has 
devoted her life to Troy and her marriage, which makes Troy’s infidelity 
very cutting to her. Viola is up for an Oscar for this performance, she has 
my vote. Troy is a character you hate at times but as you learn more of 
his history you kinda at least understand him more. This film has very 
strong dialogue and will demand your attention, I give it a 4 and a half 
out of 5. 
 I was not able to screen Moonlight which I understand as a pos-
sible odd favorite to win, my pick for best picture would be Fences with 
Manchester by the sea, coming in second.  

Nominations
p. 6
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 The Grammy’s has had its share of 
excitement. One of the most now infamous 
instances was when Taylor Swift won Album 
of the Year at the 58th Grammy Awards in 
2016. Many believe she exploited the emo-
tions of women and real feminist viewers 
when she used Feminism as the platform of 
her acceptance speech to slyly snub Kanye 
West for his hotly debated lyric from his 
song “Famous” where he credits himself to 
Taylor Swift’s fame. Although Taylor Swift 
led the public to believe she was unaware 
of the lyric, clear video evidence surfaced 
shortly after of her expressing to Kanye West 
how she loved the lyric and even said, “And 
you know, if people ask me about it I think it 
would be great for me to be like, ‘Look, he 
called me and told me the line before it came 
out. Jokes on you guys, We’re fine”.  This, 
left a bad taste in the mouth of some viewers.

This year the Grammy’s were slightly dif-
ferent and surely did not lack entertainment. 
Bruno Mars performed a well-deserved trib-
ute to the late Prince, Adele had to start over 
her tribute to George Michael as she found 
it difficult to hold back tears, and Beyoncé 
pulled a jaw dropping stunt involving falling 
thrones, all while carrying twins. Howev-

er, the most talked about event was Adel’s 
Acceptance Speech for Album of the Year. 
While Adel expressed her appreciation for 
the honor of winning album of the year, she 
declined the award and dedicated it to Beyon-
cé’s hit Album “Lemonade”. Adel went on to 
voice her love for Beyoncé and the message 
her album held, “… And the way that you 
make me and my friends feel, the way you 
make my black friends feel, is empowering. 
And you make them stand up for themselves. 
And I love you…”. Then, just like the scene 
in Mean Girls, Adel breaks her winning tro-
phy in half to share with Beyoncé. 

The 59th Grammys is one to remember, and 
luckily for something positive this time. 

By Denise G. Jimenez 

Latino Actors: 
from Extras to 
Lead Roles
 It is obvious that there exists a lack of repre-
sentation for the Latino community within the realm 
of media, especially within cinema. For this reason, 
Disney’s decision to cast the internationally known 
actor Diego Luna (Milk, Terminal, and Book of Life) 
as Cassian Andor for their most recent Star Wars film 
was met with such great enthusiasm. The Star Wars 
saga is one of the largest franchises in cinema history.  
Although it maintains a global audience, the franchise 
has neglected to cast Latino actors for any major 
roles. Minor characters such as Poe Dameron (Oscar 
Isaac) and Bail Organa (Jimmy Smitts) have been 
played by Latino actors. According to Yara Simón- 
writer for Remezcla, Luna has been “the Latino actor 
who has had the most prominent role in any of the 
eight Star Wars films released in the last 39 years.”

 Generally, when people think of Latino actors 
in the United States, two stereotypes come to mind. 
The first being that Hollywood only uses foreign 
accents for comedy, as stated by comedienne Mar-
garet Cho in an interview with Hollywood Reporter: 
audiences have “been conditioned to understand that 
…the accent was the joke.” The second stereotype 
is that the majority of the time actors with Latino ac-
cents do not obtain roles outside of films that empha-
size art or the Latino community. Luna’s statement to 
IndieWire recognizes the need to correct these issues: 
“[The] ‘Star Wars’ franchise needed an approach that 
reflected the world in its current state.”

 This manner of thinking and allocation of 
roles has given a voice to those who before did not 
have a face in the media world. While in an interview 
with Hollywood Reporter Luna “declared pride in his 
natural Mexican accent,” it was not Luna’s nationality 
or name that gave them this voice, but the studio’s 
choice to allow Luna to keep his accent. Perhaps 
this will be the beginning of a change in thinking in 
the world of Hollywood and other media sources, as 
described by Luna in his statement to El Pais: “My 
presence in this movie shows that they’ve heard us… 
each time that we buy a movie ticket, we are saying 
that we want to see an industry that reflects who we 
are. It gives me hope.”

The Grammy’s
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Time for 
Change

By Naomi De Lucia  
 A new presidential era 
has arrived in the United States of 
America: Diverse groups (mostly 
minorities) have been the main 
objective of the presidential cam-
paign by the executive. Creating the 
biggest historic division since the 
civil war between the people. These 
changes call for the unification of 
these so-called minorities to show 
how large and important they are to 
this country. As a unity of people, 

we should not fall into provocations 
that could potentially lead to van-
dalism or despair. Today, more than 
ever, we must stay strong and let 
our voices be heard by those who 
try to silence us. I invite you all to 
stay informed of the decisions made 
by our judicial supreme court whose 
occupation is to give to the people 
what they fairly deserve: Judges 
like Ann Donnelly from the South-
ern New York district help us feel 
that we are not alone in this battle 
and that there will be a light at the 
end of the tunnel. 
 Going through changes has 
always been a part of life: and will 
continue to be until the end of time. 
I highly insist that we do not fear, 

that we do not stop believing in 
the institutions of the United States 
simply due to a man who speaks 
without thinking. More than 200 
years of independence, and insti-
tutions created to protect the life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness, 
will always support and protect the 
people of this nation. This country, 
formed by millions of individuals 
from all parts of the world, is a great 
power due to the cultural diversity.  
 The time for change has 
arrived and there is nothing we can 
do to stop it: is part of the intricate 
system of life, however we can and 
should, adjust how we react to these 
changes. We shall peacefully protest 
against those executive actions that 

obstruct our liberty, life and pursuit 
of happiness that has been granted 
and protected by the constitution 
since the nomination of the United 
States as an independent nation. 
The change has arrived: the change 
where you and I as minorities raise 
our voices and make ourselves 
noticed so that those who want to 
silence us can hear us louder than 
ever. The time for change has at-
tained us: let’s begin by transform-
ing ourselves into more intelligent 
stronger individuals, and particu-
larly, retrieve our own humanity, 
which is what we seem to have lost 
in this huge confusion. Let no one 
ever take away who we are.

He is one of two dark horse 
candidates for the city council  
He is a transplanted Californian 
who fell in love with Fort Worth 
at first sight. Besides his educa-
tion, he brings a well-rounded 
working knowledge of issues he 
may encounter in the city coun-
cil. 
 Tony Perez is a member 
of the City Council Board of 
Adjustment – Residential.

His personal accomplishments 
include:

Association of Realtors 
 When Tony first joined 
the MetroTex Association of 
Realtors he joined the Commu-
nity Outreach Committee and 
was surprised they did not have 
a formal program encouraging 
diversity in its membership 
base. While many association 
leaders supported the concept, 
they had yet to establish a path 
to attracting new members from 
under-represented cultures. 
Within a year, Tony became the 
committee’s Vice-Chairman. 
Shortly after, Tony created a 
framework and with the support 
and participation of the Com-
mittee Chairperson and the rest 
of the committee, they con-
vinced the Board of Directors to 
approve the association’s first 
Diversity Statement posted on 
its website, now included on its 
literature. They also changed 
the committee name to the Di-

versity and Housing Initiatives 
Committee. The following year, 
as the committee’s Chairper-
son, Tony worked to increase 
membership by asking the 
committee organize new events 
which educated association 
membership and increased the 
appreciation all real estate pro-
fessionals should have for other 
cultures and ethnicities. Events 
demonstrated the positive ef-
fects diversity brings to a real 
estate business and communi-
ties it serves. Membership rolls 
showed a significant increase 
almost immediately. 

 http://www.mymetrotex.
com/index.php?q=metrotex-
commitment-diversity 

 Home Owners Association.

 Tony Pérez served on the 
Chisholm Ridge HOA Board 
of Directors, as its Vice Presi-
dent for three years before he 
had to take a year off and now 
serves as its President. In the 
first three years, he partnered 
with another Board member to 
reduce expenses and increase 
collections of past-due accounts 
that were allowed to lapse 
during the recession. With the 
plan approval by the remain-
ing Board members, the HOA 
increased their reserve funds by 
tens of thousands of dollars and 
were able to make capital im-
provements and establish lower 
operating costs thus avoiding an 
increase in annual fees. The re-
sult was that, within two years, 
property values increased over 
35%! 

Tony Perez, Candidate 
District 2, Fort Worth 
City Council
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Valentine's 
Day 
By Alejandra Mota

 Valentine's Day, also known as Saint 
Valentine's Day or the day we show our love and 
affection to others. It has a story for which we 
continue to celebrate this date. The story goes 
that Saint Valen-tine was a priest, during the third 
century, who performed secret marriages among 
young people since Emperor Claudius II had pro-
hibited marriage.  
 According to the Emperor's belief the 
young men would be better soldiers if they were 
not married or had children. Valentin thought it 
was not fair because they deserved to know love 
and to form a family. The emperor then discov-
ered what Valentine was doing, sent him to jail 
and beheaded him on 14 February. 
 It is also said that a Roman officer asked 
Valentin to cure his daughter who was blind from 
birth. Valentin agreed and cured the little girl. 
After Valentin was beheaded, the girl brought 
flowers to her grave as symbol of gratitude that he 
had granted her sight. This was taken into account 

as a rep-resentation of gratitude from one person 
to another. 
 Since then and until today, both in the 
United States and in some other countries of the 
world, Feb-ruary 14 is a day in which we can 
show our feelings either in a loving relationship or 
with our friends. Now we can also show gratitude 
even to teachers, since in the stores you can find 
gifts designed specifically for them. 
 On this date women are the ones who usu-
ally expect some detail from their partner. Howev-
er, at no time has it been said that only women are 
the ones who have to receive gifts. Men also have 
the right to receive something from their partner 

or some secret admirer. This date is also used by 
many men to request marriage to their partners. 
And just as there are people who are very fond 
of this date and anxiously waiting for it, there are 
also people for whom it is an ordinary day since 
they do not need a specific day to show their 
affection towards another person. 
 Finally, let's take into account that Valen-
tine's Day is a day in which everyone shows their 
affection or friendship towards another person. 
You can even declare love to that special person. 
But re-member, women are not the ones who 
always have to receive, nor are men the ones who 
always have to give some detail.

By Caleb Adams

 Once again, the dawn of tax season is 
upon us, leaving millions of Americans scram-
bling to complete their tax filings in by the 
deadline.  This time can be more stressful for 
some rather than others, depending on level 
of income or background.  It can be difficult 
for some to know where to start, especially for 
those who struggle financially or English may 
not be their first language.  Thankfully for those 
who make up to $53,000 (not over) a year, the 
organization United Way of Denton provides 
a service called VITA (Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance) to assist with tax preparations for 
free. 
 The service is implemented by the IRS 

and especially useful for families or people for 
whom English is not their first language.  The 
organization provides both tax preparers and 
translators for those who feel more comfort-
able speaking Spanish.  The staff, comprised of 
volunteers, will provide this service at nine sites 
across Denton County.  These sites include:  the 
Christian Community Action, the Justin Com-
munity Library, the Little Elm Public Library, 
the North Branch Library, the North Texas 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic, the Pilot Point 
Public Library, the Sanger Public Library, and 
the United Way of Denton County Office.  For 
the volunteers to prepare the taxes, one must 
have their Social Security Card or ITIN Card, a 
photo ID, a checkbook, and the completed form 
13614-C.  The goal of the service is to return 
money into the pockets of the community tax-

payers. 
 This service is a wonderful alternative 
to losing money by paying for a tax preparer, 
having saved Denton residents an estimated 
$285,000 in fees.  For those interested in volun-
teering their services to the program, training is 
provided for tax preparers, and there is plenty 
of opportunity for those who wish to offer their 
translating services.  You can go to united-
waydenton.org/Vita for more information of 
both having your taxes prepared and volunteer-
ing your time.  It’s a perfect opportunity to get 
a hand up on your tax returns.  During a time of 
the year as stressful as this, it’s comforting to 
see these men and women offer their services to 
the people of Denton County.

Hope During Tax Season
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Actores latinos: de los extras a los 
roles principales
Por: Miguel Guerra 
 Es obvio que la comunidad latina nota una gran sequía de artistas en los 
medios de comunicación, especialmente el cine.  Por eso fue aceptado con gran 
entusiasmo cuando Disney anunció que el actor Diego Luna, de fama internacional 
con las películas: Milk, Terminal y Book of Life, fue seleccionado para hacer el papel 
de Cassian Andor. Star Wars es una de las franquicias más grandes en la historia del 
cine. Sin embargo, aunque la franquicia tiene mucha audiencia a nivel mundial, no 
había puesto mucha atención en actores latinos más que para partes como extras, 
por ejemplo, Oscar Isaac como Poe Dameron y Jimmy Smits como Bail Organa. 
De acuerdo a Yara Simón, escritora para Remezcla, Diego Luna, tiene «el papel más 
prominente [para un actor latino] en cualquiera de las ocho películas de Star Wars 
lanzadas en los últimos 39 años.» 

Por lo general, cuando las personas piensan en actores latinos en los Estados 
Unidos, piensan en dos estereotipos. El primero es que Hollywood usa acentos ex-
traños solo para ser cómicos. Rebecca Sun, de Hollywood Reporter, cita a Margaret 
Cho diciendo, «para muchas personas, el acento era la broma». El segundo es que 
la mayoría de las veces los actores con acentos latinos no obtienen roles principales 
fuera de películas de arte o que se enfocan específicamente en la comunidad latina. 
Diego Luna reconoce esto cuando dice en su entrevista con IndieWire, «Star Wars, 
necesitaba un enfoque que reflejara el mundo en su estado actual».  

Es este tipo de pensamiento y reparto de papeles que ha dado una voz, a 
personas que antes no las tenían, en los medios de comunicación. Irónicamente, 
lo primero que dio voz a esta gente no fue que Diego Luna vino de tierra latina o 
que tiene apellido latino. Fue que los estudios de películas no le quitaron su acento 
mexicano. En una entrevista con el Hollywood Reporter, «Luna siente orgullo de 
su acento mexicano». Esto es quizás el comienzo de un gran cambio en la forma 
de pensar en el medio ambiente de Hollywood y en los medios de comunicación. 
«Mi presencia en esta película muestra que nos han oído» dijo Diego Luna en su 
entrevista con El País, y agregó que, «Cada vez que compramos un boleto de cine, 
estamos diciendo que queremos ver una industria que refleje quiénes somos. Me da 
esperanza».

Tiempos de cambio 
Por: Rodrigo López

Una nueva era presidencial ha llegado a los Estados Unidos de Améri-
ca: Diversos grupos (la mayoría de estas minorías) han sido el objetivo 
principal de la campaña presidencial del ejecutivo. Esto ha creado 
como nunca en la historia desde la guerra civil, una división histórica 
entre las personas. Los tiempos de cambio llaman a la unión de las 
llamadas minorías para hacer sentir lo grande e importante que estas 
son. No hay necesidad de caer en provocaciones que lleven a esta uni-
dad, a dar pie a actos vandálicos o hundirnos en el miedo. Hoy, más 
que nunca, debemos ser fuertes y que nuestra voz sea escuchada en 
aquellas personas que atentan silenciarnos. Los invito a mantenerse 
informados en las decisiones de nuestra suprema corte de justicia, cuya 
función es la de dar a cada quien lo que le toca y merece: Juezas como 
Ann Donnelly del tribunal del distrito sur de Nueva York nos hace 
sentir que no estamos solos y que hay luz al final del túnel. 
 El cambio es parte natural de la vida: siempre lo ha sido y 
permanecerá hasta el último día de nuestra época. Insisto en que no 
temamos, que no dejemos de creer en las instituciones de los Estados 
Unidos por un simple señor que habla antes de pensar. Más de 200 
años de independencia e instituciones creadas para proteger la vida, la 
libertad y la búsqueda de la felicidad, respaldan y protegen esta gran 
nación y a todos sus habitantes. Este país, formado por millones de 
individuos de todos los rincones del mundo, es una gran potencia por 
la diversidad cultural. 
 El tiempo de cambio ha llegado y no podemos hacer nada 
para detenerlo; es parte del intricado sistema llamado vida. Pero sí 
podemos, y debemos, permutar el cómo reaccionamos al cambio sea 
este bueno o malo. Vayamos y protestemos pacíficamente por aquellas 
acciones ejecutivas que atenten con nuestra libertad, vida y la búsque-
da de nuestra felicidad que la constitución protege desde la creación 
de los Estados Unidos como una nación independiente. El cambio ha 
llegado: el cambio donde tú y yo como minorías que somos, alzamos 
la voz y nos hacemos notar para que todos aquellos que nos quieran 
callar, nos escuchen con más fuerza que nunca. Los tiempos de cambio 
nos han alcanzado: empecemos por cambiarnos a nosotros mismos en 
personas más fuertes, más inteligentes y, sobre todo, en personas más 
humanas que parece que es lo que hemos perdido entre toda esta con-
fusión. Que nadie nos quite nunca lo que somos. 
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Día de San 
Valentín 
Por: Aidee Delgado de Frias 

El día de San Valentín, también conocido como el 
día de los enamorados, cuenta con una historia por la cual 
seguimos festejando esta fecha. La historia cuenta que San 
Valentín fue un sacerdote, durante el siglo III, que realizaba 
matrimonios en secreto entre jóvenes ya que el emperador 
Claudio II había prohibido el matrimonio. Según la creencia 
del emperador, los jóvenes serían mejores soldados si no es-
taban casados ni tenían hijos. San Valentín creía que no era 
justo porque ellos merecían conocer el amor y formar una 
familia. El emperador luego se enteró de lo que Valentín 
hacía, lo mandó encarcelar y lo decapitó un 14 de febrero.   
 También se dice que un oficial romano le pidió a 
Valentín que le concediera la vista a su hija que era ciega de 
nacimiento. Valentín estuvo de acuerdo y le regresó la vista 
a la pequeña. Después de que Valentín fue decapitado, la 
niña le llevó flores a su tumba como agradecimiento de que 
le había concedido la vista. Esto se tomó en cuenta como 
una representación de gratitud de una persona hacia otra. 
 Desde entonces y hasta el día de hoy, tanto en Esta-
dos Unidos como en algunos otros países del mundo, el 14 
de febrero es un día en el cual podemos mostrar nuestros 
sentimientos ya sea en una relación amorosa o con nuestras 
amistades. Ahora también podemos mostrar gratitud incluso 
a maestros, ya que en las tiendas se pueden encontrar rega-
los diseñados específicamente para ellos.   
 En esta fecha las mujeres son las que usualmente 
esperan algún detalle de su pareja. Sin embargo, en ningún 
momento se ha dicho que solo las mujeres son las que 
tienen que recibir los regalos. Los hombres también tienen 
derecho a recibir algo de su pareja o de alguna admiradora 
secreta. Esta fecha también es aprovechada por muchos 
hombres para pedirles matrimonio a sus parejas. Y así como 
hay personas a las cuales les gusta mucho esta fecha y la 
esperan con ansia, también hay personas para las que es un 
día común y corriente ya que no necesitan de un día específ-
ico para mostrar su afecto hacia otra persona.  
 En fin, dejamos en cuenta que el día de San Valentín 
es un día en el cual toda persona muestra su afecto amoroso 
o de amistad hacia otra persona. Incluso se puede declarar 
amor a esa persona especial. Pero recuerden, las mujeres no 
son las que siempre tienen que recibir, ni los hombres los 
que siempre tienen que dar, algún detalle. 

Esperanza durante la temporada de  
impuestos
Por Nicolette Lopez.

Una vez más el comienzo de la temporada de impuestos está sobre nosotros, 
dejando a millones de estadounidenses corriendo para presentar sus declaraciones 
de impuestos.  Este tiempo puede ser mucho más estresante para algunos que otros, 
dependiendo de su nivel de ingresos o antecedentes culturales.  Puede ser difícil 
para algunos saber por dónde empezar, especialmente para las personas que luchan 
financieramente o el inglés no es su primera lengua.  Afortunadamente para las per-
sonas que hacen hasta $53,000 (y no más) en el año pasado, la organización United 
Way of Denton ofrece un servicio llamado VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance) para ayudar con los preparativos de impuestos de forma gratuita. 
 El servicio es implementado por el IRS y es especialmente útil para fa-
milias o personas para quienes el inglés no es su primera lengua.  La organización 
ofrece tanto preparadores de impuestos y traductores para aquellos que son más 
cómodos hablando español.  Los empleados voluntarios proveerán este servicio en 
nueve sitios en el condado de Denton.  Estos sitios incluyen: la Acción Comunitaria 
Cristiana, la Biblioteca de la Comunidad de Justin, la Biblioteca Pública de Little 
Elm, la Biblioteca de North Branch, la Clínica de Contribuyentes de Bajos Ingresos 
del Norte de Texas, la Biblioteca Pública Pilot Point, la Biblioteca Pública Sanger 
y United Way of Oficina del Condado de Denton.  Para preparar los impuestos, una 
persona debe tener su tarjeta de Seguro Social o ITIN, una identificación con foto, 
un talonario de cheques y el forma completado 13614-C.  El objetivo del servicio es 
devolver dinero a los bolsillos de los contribuyentes de la comunidad. 
 Este servicio es una maravillosa alternativa en lugar de perder dinero 
mediante el pago de un preparador de impuestos y en lugar de haber salvado a los 
residentes de Denton un estimado de $ 285.000 en honorarios.  Para aquellos intere-
sados en el voluntariado de sus servicios para el programa, la formación se propor-
ciona a los preparadores de impuestos, y hay muchas oportunidades para aquellos 
que desean ofrecer sus servicios de traducción.  Usted puede ir a unitedwaydenton.
org/Vita para obtener más información sobre tener sus impuestos preparados y 
ofrecerse voluntariamente su tiempo.  Es una oportunidad perfecta para ponerse 
al corriente de sus declaraciones de impuestos.  Durante una época del año tan 
estresante como esto, es esperanzador ver a estos ciudadanos ofrecer sus servicios 
para devolver a la gente del condado de Denton.

Heritage Design Place
Ask about our Senior and Veteran Discounts

We do pre-plan arrangements

HeritageDesignPlace.com            (817)– 543 – 2284            
daniel@heritagedesignplace.com (817)– 655 – 4995 

Caskets Urns Monuments



Ellos Sabrán Que  
Somos cristianos Por 

Nuestro Amor
Las elecciones pasadas han puesto de manifiesto el racismo y los prejuicios en 
America. Esos tipos de sentimientos son peligrosos y pueden dañar a mucha 
gente buena. Tome por ejemplo Jesucristo, el Mesías, nuestro Señor y Salvador. 
 Una de las razones principales por la cual Jesús fue rechazado por los judíos 
fariseos fue perjuicio. No podían aceptar que el Mesías sería un Nazareno. 
Creían que el Mesías debía venir de la clase alta de la nación judía, así que no le 
escucharon a él. 
 También creían que el Mesías iba a crear un nuevo reino que asumiría pode-
res de gobierno y colocarlas bajo dominio judío. Jesús no lo hizo a pesar de que 
él lo ver hecho si él quería. No, él vino a crear otro tipo de Reino y el Reino de 
su iglesia. Su iglesia es un reino espiritual por el cual podemos venir a su amor 
y obtener la vida eterna.   Aquí en los Estados Unidos hay muchas personas de 
diferentes religiones y fe. El gobierno debe ser capaz de gobernar las masas 
igualmente sin perjuicio. No debe imponer creencias o forma de culto a otro 
grupo que es diferente.  
 Aquellas personas que no saben del Reino de Dios lo aprenderán  porque 
aquí en América tenemos libertad religiosa. Tenemos libertad de expresión y 
van a escuchar acerca de Dios de nosotros los cristianos. Para ser miembro del 
Reino de Dios nos obliga a querer estar con Dios porque queremos y no porque 
una ley obliga a hacerlo. 
 Jesús vino a la tierra para salvar a las almas de la humanidad. Nos dio un 
mandamiento que dice: “ así como yo os he amado, también deben amar uno a 
otro”. El Reino de Jesús incluye todas las Naciones, todas las razas de toda la 
humanidad. Somos su creación y ama a todos nosotros. 
 Debemos estar dispuestos a más que al servicio de la iglesia durante una 
hora cada semana. Debemos ayudar a la gente a aprender acerca de Dios. 
Podemos hacer si seguimos la enseñanza de Jesús y entonces vivir de eso. Las 
acciones que hacemos y las cosas que decimos son ejemplos de ser cristiano y 
es también una forma de evangelizar. Ese ejemplo hará que la gente quiera ser 
como los cristianos. Esto equivale a la conversión al cristianismo. 
 Los nuevos inmigrantes procedentes de Oriente Medio se están exponiendo 
a una nación cristiana. ¿Qué se encuentra? ¿Odio o amor que incluye a cada 
uno? ¿Cómo sabrán estas personas ¿qué son los cristianos? Si les mostramos 
amor, así ellos sabrán quienes somos por nuestro amor. El amor es la regla del 
Reino de Dios en la tierra como en el cielo.

La paz sea con todos ustedes, 
Joe M. Govea, un devoto católico que ha deber es evangelizar.
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We Can Look Over Your 2014 and 2015 Tax Year Returns. Nuestra Voz 
Readers Special of $100 in Most Cases.

(Schedule C and Tax Prep Fees Out of Check Are Additional).
http://expertoincometax.com/343000

They will know we are Christian  
by our Love 
 The past election has revealed racism and prejudice.  Those kinds of feel-
ings are dangerous and can harm many good people. Take for example Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah, our Lord and Savior.  
 One of the main reasons Jesus was rejected by the Jewish Pharisees was 
due to prejudice. They could not accept that the Messiah would be a Nazarene. 
They believed the Messiah was supposed to come from the upper class of the 
Jewish nation, thus they did not listen to him. 
 They also believed the Messiah was supposed to create a new kingdom that 
would take over government powers and place it under Jewish rule. Jesus did 
not do that even though he could have if he wanted to. No, he came to create 
another kind of Kingdom and that is the Kingdom of his Church.  His Church 
is a spiritual kingdom by which we can come to his love and gain eternal life.  
Here in the USA there are many people of different religions and faiths. The 
government must be able to rule the masses equally without prejudice. It should 
not enforce beliefs or form of worship upon another group that is different.  
 Those people who do not know of God’s Kingdom will find out about it be-
cause here in America we have religious freedom. We have freedom of speech 
and they are going to hear about God from us Christians. To be a member of 
God’s kingdom requires us to want to be with God because we want to and not 
because some law makes us do it. 
 Jesus came to earth to save the souls of mankind. He gave us a Command-
ment which says, “ Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another”. 
Jesus’s Kingdom includes every nation, every race of all mankind. We are all 
his creation and he loves us all. 
 We must be willing to do more than just come to church service for an hour 
each week. We must help people learn about God. We can do that if we follow 
Jesus’s teaching and then live that life. The actions we do and the things we 
say are examples of being Christian and is also a form of evangelizing. Those 
examples will make people want to be like Christians. This equals conversion 
to Christianity. 
 The new immigrants coming from the Middle East are being exposed to a 
Christian nation. What are they finding?  Is it one of hate or one of love that is 
inclusive of everyone? How will these people know what Christians are? If we 
show them Love, well they will know who we are by our Love.  Love is the 
rule of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.

Peace be with you all, 
Joe M. Govea, a devout Catholic whose duty is to evangelize.
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DART Lack of Customer Service Part II
By Ex Alba

I do not have a personal vendetta against DART. I wrote in last month’s 
article I appreciate being able to take advantage of the DART rail and 
buses. But, when “The approved operating budget for Fiscal Year 2016 is 
$971.1 million…” (That’s almost a billion dollars.) how is so little being 
spent on customer service compared to marketing and expansion of its 
light rail system? I wonder how much worse the customer service will be 
with more miles of rail and the lackadaisical attitude they have towards 
customer service now. Have I tried to complain to DART? Of course, 
that’s an article in itself.
 I arrive to the Parker Station early most days. I have the luxury of 
parking close, one day I found a flyer announcing those wanting to park in 
the closer lots must have a parking permit. December 15, I tried to get one 
except the concierge was not in. A friendly DART employee attempted to 
locate the concierge; after about 30 minutes, I was told by another DART 
employee, “she had gone downtown to her weekly Wednesday meeting”. 
A sign would have been nice. 
 121616: Around noon the next day I returned for my parking 
permit, I attempted to use one of the pickup/drop off parking spots near 
the offices, all but one were taken despite the fact no passengers were 
being dropped off or waiting to be picked up. A friendly employee (not 
the concierge) told me all the spots were full because that was where the 
DART employees parked. When pushed for an explanation she said it 
was because they (the DART employees) are supposed to have reserved 
parking but they were never provided by DART, so they used the pickup/
drop spots. Who said DART customers come first? 
 I received my parking permit that day. I placed it on my 
windshield within a day or two. DART must have run out of stickers 
shortly thereafter because every morning and evening since when I have 
used the rail there are always cars without stickers parked in the closer lot. 
Every day.  
 In consideration of word count, I will condense and count my 
personal commuter observations from December 19, 2016 to February 17, 
2017. In last month’s article, I mentioned homeless riders sleeping on the 
train to get out of the cold. A very worthy consideration by DART. My 
biggest concern is only once I have not seen them use up two seats. 
Number of days I witnessed homeless sleeper(s) riding the rail: 15
Another commuter once noticed my making of note of a homeless sleeper, 
he offered the following, “One day last week (the week of January 9th), 
there were about eight homeless “riders” each sleeping across two seats, 
several people had to stand because there wasn’t [sic] enough seats. Then 
close to downtown a female fare enforcement officer got on the train saw 
the sleeping homeless and just stood at the front of the car.”
 Number of days it was as cold or colder on the train as it was 
outside: 11.
January 6, it was 21 degrees outside, I think it was just as cold on the 
train; I had to wear my gloves while riding. Many of these eleven days, 
it was cold going home too. I know these trains have heat, some days the 
train is actually warm. 
 One last complaint/request for DART:  Please do something about 
the panhandlers riding the trains downtown. 
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