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Hispanic Women Net-
work of Texas

Mentoring Young La-
tinas to Academic Suc-

cess
By Franco Hernandez

FORT WORTH, TX (August 31, 2013) 
– The sensual voice of jazz singer 
Stephanie Garcia, charmed guests, as 
they viewed art work for auction at 
the Galleria de la Rosa, Rose Marine 
Theater (1440 N. Main Street, Fort 
Worth, TX). This event is the ArtSi 
ninth annual art show and silent auc-
tion which is a fund raiser for the His-
panic Women Network of Texas Fort 
Worth Chapter (HWNT FW) which 
supports scholarships for graduates 
of Latinas in Progress Education 
Series (LIP).

Current HWNT-FW Chair, Anette 
Soto, spoke about HWNT’s history, 
“in 1986 about two hundred women 
met in Austin, Texas to discuss the 
lack of strong support for Hispanic 
women. These concerned women 
returned to their respective cities 
of residence and established lo-
cal chapters of HWNT. Now, most 
major cities in Texas have an HWNT 
chapter. The Fort Worth chapter of 
HWNT is one of the largest in Texas 
and continues to grow, currently it 
has 165 members. One of Soto’s goals 
is to make the Fort Worth Chapter 
the largest in Texas.” HWNT is a non-
profit organization that promotes the 
participation of Hispanic women in 
public, corporate, and civic arenas.

“The ArtSi art show and silent auc-
tion event is the best confirmation 
of women in the community coming 
together to help the next generation. 
Everyone that participates in ArtSi is 
a volunteer, including the artists who 
donate their artwork,” stated Soto. 

Amigos in PrgressSoto speaks about Latinas in Progress 
Education Series (LIP), “LIP focuses 
on Latinas, and it has become the state 
model for similar programs. LIP has 
served over 400 girls. Usually 80 girls 
will participate in LIP from Septem-
ber to March of their senior year in 
high school, but of those, only about 
55 finish the program. LIP consists 
of modules that teach a variety of 
skills needed to succeed in college, 
from navigating college admissions to 
healthy relationships. Speakers and 
instructors of the modules are special-
ists or professionals in these skills; 
some are former participants of LIP 
who return to volunteer.”

“LIP chooses students from all high 
schools in Fort Worth; students have 
varying levels of academic and lead-
ership achievement. Participants of 
LIP can apply for scholarships sup-
ported by HWNT FW. To qualify a 
student must complete all LIP mod-
ules; graduate from LIP, complete 
an application for scholarship which 
also includes an essay and resume, 
and complete volunteer hours,” stated 
Soto.   

Soto informed that, “students and 
parents who are interested in LIP can 
speak with their high school coun-
selors, or they can go to LIP website 
www.lipfw.org.”

A volunteer at ArtSi, Daisy Castro, 
speaks about her experience with LIP, 
“I graduated from Northside high 
school in 2010, and I’m currently a 
Political Science major at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington (UTA), LIP 
provided the mentorship and guid-
ance that I needed to be successful in 
life and school, my parents were very 
supportive of me in high school, they 
wanted me to go to college, but they 
didn’t have the skills and informa-
tion needed to guide me because they 
were not educated themselves. LIP 
filled that huge gap in guidance and 
mentorship, the most important value 
they instilled in me was commitment 
to my goals, the skill of organizing my 
time and resources, and learning to 
be assertive. These are the values and 

skills that have served me most in 
succeeding in college.”

“I was a high performer in high 
school, but that isn’t sufficient to 
prepare you for the challenges of 
college, you need mentors and guid-
ance, you need specific skills, you 
need to acquire the values of suc-
cess, many of these things cannot 
be provided by parents who don’t’ 
have these skills themselves. One 
example of this situation is my older 
sister who managed to graduate 
from TCU, but went through hard-
ships and painful experiences be-
cause despite being a good student, 
she didn’t have the needed mentor-
ship. Compared to my older sister 
my experience in college is a pleas-
ant one because of LIP mentorship, 
that’s why I convinced my younger 
sister to also participate in LIP. She 
is now a freshman at the University 
of North Texas,” stated Castro. 

Ninotchka Beavers from Dal-
las, Texas is excited about her 
daughter Natalie entering the 
LIP program. Beavers said, “I 
discovered LIP when volun-
teering my time and donating 
artwork to an ArtSi event, I 
want my daughter to have the 
best preparation and tools for 
college success, and LIP is the 
best at this. I also like that LIP 
emphasizes the Latina heritage 
of participants. Natalie is my 
first born daughter and I want 
her to have the best support 
and preparation for college.” 

High school senior Natalie 
pointed out that, “I’m also an 
artist and have donated art to 
ArtSi; I’m excited and thankful 
for the opportunity to partici-
pate in LIP.”  

Amiga
Fort Worth’s own Pauline 
Valenciano  
by Crystal Perez  

In the 1960s, President John F. Kennedy 
challenged the country; “My fellow 
Americans, ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for 
your country.”  Among the thousands of 
Americans who responded to that call 
to action, service, was Fort Worth’s own 
Pauline Valenciano.  From an early age 
Pauline was interested in politics.  Born 
and reared in Fort Worth, the youngest 
of nine children, Pauline learned early 
she had to have a strong voice in order 
to be heard.  When she was a youngster, 
Pauline says, her father would take her 
to hear speeches by candidates for public 
office.  On one momentous occasion, 
Pauline was fortunate enough to see 
President Harry S. Truman as he passed 
through Fort Worth.

Unfortunately not all of Pauline’s 
memories of growing up in Fort Worth 
are pleasant.  Pauline recalls one of her 
grade school teachers forbidding anyone 
to speak Spanish in the classroom.  This 
same teacher would place a clothespin on 
her nose when coming near the Mexican-
American pupils in class.  She feared 
breathing “Mexican germs.”  Pauline 
says she bears no ill will or hatred for 
the mistreatment and crude and rude 
stupidity; rather, she says, the episodes 
became a learning experience.
In the turbulent and idealistic ’60s, 
Pauline became active in the “Viva 
Kennedy” clubs and eventually joined 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s War 
on Poverty, working in a community 
action program from 1967 through 1975.  
Pauline joined the civil rights struggle 
for Latinos and was active in the Chicano 
Movement.
Although politics and public service 
have long been near and dear to 
Pauline’s heart, she says her proudest 
accomplishments came while being 
a wife and mother.  Pauline was Mrs. 
Joe Franco Valenciano.  Her husband 
served in the U.S. Army, and while he 
did, Pauline served in the NCO Wives 



annual dieciseis de septiembre 
celebration.
Pauline has become a living icon 
and role model of Fort Worth’s 
history and its contemporary 
Latino communities.  It’s more 
than fitting that she be honored 
by the Tarrant County Democratic 
Women’s Club on Sept. 28 
September 2013.  The TCDWC 
was for September 28, 1928 and 
is the oldest Democratic Women’s 
Club in Tarrant County. The 
event is from 4-6:30. UNT Health 
Science Center, Montgomery 
and Camp Bowie.  Tickets can be 
obtained by calling
Cindy James at 817 800 6228 or 
cindybjames@aol.com.

Letter from the Editor
From the beginning, our mission has been to inform, educate and entertain.  We wanted to present information that 
was not readily available in other local newspapers and information that condensed from several books.  For example, the 
article on Pursuit of Happiness, An Immigrant’s Mother’s Story is a compelling story for immigration reform.  The Article 
on Redistricting is a persuasive argument for Hispanics to exercise their right to vote.  Tom Flores was a stellar football 
player and a stellar representative of the Latino community.  We thank Tom Flores for his personal interview with our 
staff.  Congratulations to Pauline Valenciano on her selection as Amigo’s N Progress award.  Certainly Pauline has been a 
mover and shaker for decades.  Felicidades Pauline.  Boxing fans will love our articles on the sport.

We congratulate Gallardo Insurance on their selection as Business of the Month and the Hispanic Women’s Network of 
Texas, Fort Worth Chapter.  Both of these selections exemplify the ideal of giving back to the community.  Every educator 
in Tarrant County should read the article on the HWNT.  The thought in public education circles is that parental involve-
ment a panacea for all almost all that ails public education from the dropout problem, achievement gap, behavior issues, 
et al.  To get a different take read the comment one of the students in the program and learn what community involve-
ment can do.  LULAC Council 4568 has done a great job sponsoring the  Senorita Pageant.  I have witnessed some very 
shy ladies start the program and by the time they are finished they are confident in their ability to speak publicly.  In 
essence parents know that their children need help, they know they cannot provide the help their children need and will 
seek help if someone willing to provide it.  A standing ovation to both of these entities.  

The editor that sits behind the desk has seen enormous change in Texas.  Of course everyone sees a different kind of 
change.  Someone working the agricultural fields will see the change that affected them.  Someone who graduated from 
high school and went on to college saw a different kind of change.  The collective memory of Nuestra Voz can remember 
things as they were when Tejanos and Mexicanos were still seen as outcastes comparable to African-Americans.  As the 
saying goes, “We Have earned our Spurs”.  We have served proudly and honorably in four wars, WWI, WWII, Korean War 
and the Vietnam War.  Yes, we have earned our spurs and we can be proud to declare ourselves Americans.  

Much has changed in Texas.  There certainly is not as much racism as in the past.  Or at least it is not as evident.  Racial 
segregation has been replaced by economic segregation.  This economic segregation will persist as long as our gradua-
tion rate is pitiful and our graduates are not college or career ready.  Until we become economically successful we will not 
reach Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream.  The dream will become more achievable when our children finish school and go 
on to get a good skill or a good degree. 

Please visit our website, www.nuestravozdetc.com and read our blog.  We place articles in the blog of interest to you.  You 
can also visit our Latino News tab for links Latino publications of interest.  

Felix Alvarado, Editor

Club and as a Red Cross volunteer.  
While they were serving their country, 
Joe in the military and Pauline in her 
civilian roles, the Army postings meant 
relocating often around the nation.  But 
eventually, they made their way back 
home to Fort Worth.
Pauline and Joe had four daughters.  
Unfortunately, while the children were 
young, Pauline was widowed.  As a 
single mother, she was undaunted by 
having to rear her children.  Indeed, 
Pauline says, the experience gave her 
strength and motivation that served 
her well later in life, especially as she 
successfully battled breast cancer.
To date, Pauline remains active as 
a mother and grandmother and as 
a community and neighborhood 
volunteer.  She relishes her civic 
involvement, whether that means 
helping with voter registration drives or 
helping the City of Fort Worth with the 
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Senor Curandero,

My problem is not my golf game; in fact my friends tell me I should attend the P.G.A. Qualifier School   Senor Curandero my problem is my wife, 
she’s demanding I spend more time with her and the kids. I play (5) times a week 3 quick 9s & 2 18s. I also work 6 days a week_ she has no 
problem with work. Please help as divorce is not an option due to my strong religious beliefs.

Signed Great Golfer with Desperate Housewife Handicap

Dear G.G.

Hijo, many of my readers would love to have your problem _ great golf game, steady work, wife and kids, time for religion!  Ca Mas Quires, what 
else could you want?   This would not be a problem for a real hombre.     Ok, since you lack a big part what is needed for a round of golf “pay 
attention”, volunteer to prepare your wife’s bath water with special oils_ type does not matter as this is only a ruse. This is the  important part, put 
in a pinch of red pepper,3 cereal flakes, a pinch of baking powder and last, a red watermelon seed. Now you must remember to give her a kiss 
before she baths and as soon as she gets out. Do this and see the Q school in your future? If not you will have a lot of company with the rest of 
the Could Have Beens. Oh and one last thing, tell your wife & kids I said hi.

Mr. Car-n-drose,

I am a Texas gringo, but I have many Mexican friends. They tell me you are the only one that can help me. This is my problem, I love Mexican 
food, especially frijoles, Gosh, I am embarrassed to say, but here goes. I always pass wind on my down swing 

Please do not recommend regular store stuff, I tried it all. Now this may seem funny, but I am having real trouble finding a foursome that will take 
me, as my reputation precedes me, Please Help Me Amigo

Signed; Windy in West Texas

Dear W.W.T.

I am glad you have Mexican friends, I do too and I also have gringo friends, in fact my best friend in healer school was a gringo. Before I get to 
your problem I must confess your letter did give me a “how you say? a giggle.    

 My brother –in-law had your problem also, but his windy offence was mainly exhibited during our weekly poker game. He was unable to maintain 
a straight face, when he attempted to bluff. I will offer you the same advice that worked for him. However in his case it was affecting his game, in 
your case seems to only affect the social aspect of the game.   

Ok this you must do, first keep your frijol intake to a bare minimum before you play. Next, the night before you play take a hot bath. You must add 
the following to your bath water; cow tripe, hominy, red peppers and no, wait…that’s menudo sorry, its close to lunch.  In order to get what you 
need will be required to visit your local Botanica Yerberia if you do not know what that is, ask your Mexican friends.   You will need to purchase 
the following items Cascars Sagrada, Extracto de Boldo, and one candle Del Retiro. You should light this candle every night before you play. This 
should do it for you and if not. I am sure you have played with yourself or by yourself before. 
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How We Worship 
Courages Church
By Dina Tena 

On Aug. 18, 2013, I had the pleasure to attend Courageous Church for the first time.  This was a Sunday experience that I will not soon forget.
 As I drove to the location, I was remembering when I met Courageous Church Pastor Bobby Minor and his beautiful family, about five years ago.  I 

recalled the beautiful smile of his Puerto Rican wife Cary Minor; she’s a successful Latina, owner of Cary’s Creations.  I recalled the small group gatherings I 
dragged my kids to every Wednesday night kicking and screaming only to find they developed an incredible connection with Carimar and Julian, Bobby and Cary’s 
children.  For about a year, my sons and I attended the Minors’ home-roots group sessions when Bobby Minor was still a leader at Waves of Faith.  Now I was 
reconnecting with La Familia Minor.

This particular Sunday, Aug. 18, was going to be special, indeed!   I had the incredible opportunity of witnessing Pastor Minor baptize son Julian, 8, as 
a public symbol of the son’s faith.  As Julian was submerged into the water of baptism, he smiled, looking at his father, confident in knowing his father and how 
Bobby loves him.  When Julian came out from the water, he wrapped his arms tightly around Daddy, a demonstration of love.  This reminded me of the love we 
have for our Eternal Father God, our Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

Courageous Church’s first two months of services were conducted this year in January and February at The Ballpark in Arlington.  The church moved to 
Fort Worth at the end of May, and the congregation now shares a building with Connell Church.

More than 65 percent of Courageous Church’s congregation members are third-generation Hispanics.  Their dedication to “love, live and serve” was demonstrated by 
partnering with 15 other organizations and 150 volunteers to serve and feed more than 500 people from Fort Worth’s homeless community this past June.

The reason I chose to write about Courageous Church is to illustrate that many of us are looking for a family to belong to.  We often find ourselves in situations where our 
families have turned their backs on us, or we feel like we’re outcastes for varying reasons.

Here is where a church family like Courageous Church steps in.  Not only do the members serve the community, but they serve one another. “We exist to connect ordinary 
people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ that results in a life lived courageously for Him; which is simply first being, then making disciples,” said Bobby Minor.  The 
“we” to which he was referring is Courageous Church, where he serves as lead pastor and directional leader.
The church is also a well-stated reminder of the Great Commission to which we respond as believers, said Natalie Gonzalez at www.mannaexpressonline.com. 

To visit Courageous Church, Pastor Bobby Minor and the congregation now “LIVING COURAGEOUSLY,” drive to 4736 Bryce Avenue, Fort Worth, 76107.   The location is 
just off Camp Bowie Boulevard and Hulen Street, four minutes west of downtown.  Service begins every Sunday at 5:05 p.m.
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CONSULTA
GRATIS

Si No Ganamos, 
No Cobramos.

DALLAS
400 S. Zang Boulevard, Suite 600

 Dallas, TX 75208
 1-877-794-6384 (sin cargo)

 214.941.8300 (voce)
 

ODESA
 200 Walmart Court,  Suite D,

 Odessa, TX 79763
 432.339.3333 (voce)

 855-GARCIA-1 (sin cargo) 

SAN ANTONIO
 1507 Fredericksburg 

 San Antonio, Texas, 78201 
210.735.1900 (voce)
 210-735-8727 (fax)

TYLER
 510 SSW Loop 323, Suite 330

 Tyler, TX 75702
 903.593.4545 (voce)
 903.593.3474 (fax)

HOUSTON
 6800 West Loop South, Suite 475

 Houston, TX 77401
 1-877-240-1515 (sin cargo)

 713.432.7788 (voce)
 713.432.7785 (fax)

ATIENDE: 
 Lesiones en el Trabajo, 

Accidentes de Autos y Casos de Inmigración



Music,Golf and Life Ruben Ramos
Ruben Ramos first golf clubs were 
handed-crafted pieces of equipment. 
Now, these weren’t high dollar sticks 
of a master craftsman. Instead, he and 
other caddies would saw a black square 
off the end of a 2x4. A hand trill bore a 
slanted hole into the block. A branch cut 
off a willow tree formed the shift that 
slipped through the hole and was held 
in place with a nail. “That was a driver”, 
he said while laughing at the memory. : 
But that was what we had, we were from 
El Rancho.”  The clubs were makeshift 
but the titanium-solid passion grew into 
a life-long love of golf. The homemade 
club days are long gone for the Gammy-
winning Tejano music giant, who cruises 
the states finest golf courses in a replica 
Hummer golf cart. He’s come a long way 
from hard working cotton picker/looper, 
to scratch golfer to today a full-time 
musician, par time golfer with his own 
charity tournament.

The Golfer

Ramos laughed in retrospect at the golfer 
his become today. “I don’t mind walking 
I just don’t want to carry my own bag” 
he said. Born to a cotton-picking fam-
ily, Ramos began caddying at 9. Well, if 
dragging a pair of bags around the course 
qualifies as caddying. One bag was good 
for a buck-50 so he’d double up and earn 
$3.00 a round. Like many other golfers 
regardless of race, the caddies lived for 
that one day a week when the courses 
were closed. “We couldn’t wait for Mon-
days” Ramos said. “We’d go with one or 
two clubs and before you knew it I was 
playing golf. I didn’t play golf in school 
because I was still picking cotton.”  As a 
seasonal worker Ramos said he wouldn’t 
enter school until November. “How come 
you were late coming to school?” the ad-
ministrator would ask. I was on vacation,” 
Ramos would respond. Where did you 
go?” “Plainview, Texas,” he said while 
laughing as he recalled his stories.

The Musician

“Ruben Ramos (has) developed a solid 
reputation as one of the smoothest 
singers and classiest bandleaders in the 
history of the genre,” Ramiro Burr wrote 
about Ramos in the Billboard Guide to 
Tejano and Regional Mexican Music. 
Burr’s word rings a worthy tribute to 
a Grammy winning artist with musi-
cal roots that run deep in the family 
tree. Ramos‘s nine uncles all spent time 

as part of Los Serenateros from 1919-
1941. It began the family legacy that led 
Ramos to join the family music circle 
and eventually from the Texas Revolu-
tion. Ramos attended college and worked 
in the private sector but the irresistible 
pull of music drew him to the road, the 
band and d eventually the Tejano Music 
Hall of Fame. He picked up the nickname 

“El Gato Negro” from his late 1980s 
song of the same name. In 1998 Ramos 
collaborated in a group known as Los 
Super Seven with David Hidalgo, Joe 
Ely, Freddie Fender, Flaco Jimenez and 
Rick Trevino. The group captured the 
1999 Grammy Award for Best Mexican 
American performance.  This past sum-
mer Ramos and the Revolution traveled 
to Europe not knowing whether the 
southwestern flair would play in Holland, 
Belgium and Germany. The first book-
ing was pure rock-n-roll show.   “That 
was the first time when I didn’t know if 
people were going to boo us or tell us to 

get off the stage,” he said. “Those people 
were rocking the house. I had butterflies, 
but they really loved the music. They 
loved the past polkas, the cumbia.”  The 
tour feathered a mix of 97,000 seat audi-
toriums to tiny rooms of 60 people, but 
to Ramos the crowd makes no difference 
as long as there is a connection.

Now an established musician Ramos has 
begun to give back. He calls his Tejano 

buddies like Joe Lee Garza and any of the 
other musicians willing to put their time 
and money  toward a greater good : I like 
people in general but children need more 
help now than at any time in my life that 
I’ve experienced,” Ramos said. And so 
he donates the proceeds from his annual 
tournament to benefit children’s chari-
ties. When it comes to his music it’s the 
rush, the roar of the crowd the immedi-
ate reaction that Ramos finds unmatched 
by art forms such as film or painting. “If 
you do movies you have to wait until it’s 
edited, cut and this and that, but the time 
you want to know if you did well or bad 
it might be a year later. The same with 
a painting,” he said. “But music is aqui. 
You’re going to do it now and people are 
going to know if its crap or whatever. But 
it’s the truest art form where you’re going 
to get instant reaction. I love making 
music and love music.”

                                                                       

Ruben Ramos has recorded over 30 
albums both with The Revolution 

Discography                                                                    
and in compilation efforts with a variety 
of artists

Serious                                                                                

El Gato Negro Y La Paloma

• The Cat’s out of the Bag

• Amor Y Paz

• Brillantes                                                                                      
A Round with Ruben Ramos

• Lo Probre Que Soy                                                                     
Name: Ruben Ramos

• Caminos Del Olvido                                                                   
Nickname: El Gato Negro

• Ruben Ramos                                                                              
The Group: Ruben Ramos & Revolu-
tion

• El Chupa Chavas                                                                          
Highlights: 1999 Grammy Winner 
for Los Seven

• El Gato Negro Smooth                                                               
Honors:Tejano Music Hall of Fame

• Reloaded                                                                                       
Pura Vida Hall of Fame

• By Popular Demand                                                                    
1999 Tejano Music Awards: Best 
Performance-Male

• On The Prowl

        www.RubenRamos.com

         Reprint from HGM                        
          Story By: Tobias Xavier Lopez



Cosas de La 
Commindad
National Hispanic Heritage 
Month is celebrated from September 
15 to October 15.  During this period 
Americans recognize the contributions 
of Hispanics to the social, economic 
and political life of the United States.   

Hispanic Heritage Week was enacted 
into law on August 17, 1988 on the 
approval of Public Law 100-402.  
September 15 was chosen as the 
starting point for the celebration 
because it is the anniversary of the 
independence of five Latin American 
countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
They all declared independence 
in 1821. Mexico, Chile and Belize 
celebrate their independence days 
on September 16, September 18, 
and September 21, respectively. 

Hispanics include Spanish speaking 
people from the United States, Mexico, 
Central America, South America and the 
Caribbean.  Also included are Spanish 
surnamed people that are non-Spanish 
speaking and those who identify 
themselves as Hispanic.  The U.S. is 
the second largest Spanish speaking 
country in the world next to Mexico.

Hispanic Heritage Month is a festive 
month.  Most schools have some 
sort of activity and many community 
organizations and churches likewise 
will have many activities to celebrate, 
from the flair of Mexican folk dancing, 
Mariachi bands and Tejano music.  If 
you are interested in attending one 
of these events we will post most of 
them at our www.nuestravozdetc.
com.  If you know of events please let 
us know so we can inform everyone.  

A lesson to be learned from National 
Hispanic Heritage Month is that 
Hispanics are not a large monolithic, 
homogenous group.  Hispanics from 
different countries and regions within 
the countries speak a different dialect 

of Spanish and have different costumes 
and traditions.  Some may speak 
Spanish, many will not.  Still over sixty 
percent of Hispanics have Mexicans 
roots and most owe their presence to th

Mexican Revolution.  The others are 
an accumulation of many countries 
from Spain, Central America, the 
Caribbean and SouthAmerica. 

Celebrate, enjoy and be proud of where 
you are from.  

Felix Alvarado, Editor



Quien Somos – Part II
For Hispanics, Quien Somos is the most 
important question of our time.  It is a 
question for which political pundits wish 
they had the answer.  To understand the 
question we must understand what got us 
here, what we have in common and what 
makes us different.  In defining ourselves 
we must know one, how we are perceived 
by the general population and two, how we 
perceive ourselves.  As a Colombiano and 
Venezolano told me, “Everyone thinks we 
are Mexicanos”.  We Hispanics certainly 
know who we are.  Not too long ago it was 
easy knowing who we were because we 
were all Mexicanos.

A Hispanic can come from any part of the 
Latino World Mexico, Central America, 
South American and the Caribbean.  That 
is why we call ourselves or others call us 
Latino.  There are very white and very dark 
skinned Hispanics.  Driving around I see 
Puerto Rican, Cuban, El Salvador, Mexican 
and the flag of almost every country south 
of the border. With so much diversity within 
the Hispanic population it is difficult to 
celebrate Hispanic Month as the one event 
that makes unites us all.  We May all speak 
Spanish and most of us may be Catho-
lic, however, regional cultural differences 
makes bonding difficult.  

In this Latino melting pot you have Tejanos, 
descendants of Spanish Colonial Texas. 
Tejanos have been part of the Texas land-
scape for 300 years. Tejanos will tell you 
how many generations they go back on the 
fathers’ or mothers’ side.  These Tejanos 
have been fully Americanized.  They are 
part of the White Anglo-Saxon Protestant 
Culture (WASP) culture through a process 
called acculturation and assimilation.  Next 
are the children of the Mexican Revolu-
tion from about 1910 to 1920.  They have 
been part of the Texas landscape for about 
100 years.  I am going to use the term Los 
Primeros Pobladores to describe the first 
wave of Mexican immigrants.  These Mexi-
canos came and settled and lived where 
ever they could where ever they could find 
a place to live and hopefully work.  Those 
that worked for the railroad were fortunate 
enough to live in boxcars.  Others were not 
as fortunate they lived out of cardboard 
boxes or some sort of material to place 
something over their head.  Ultimately, the 
areas where these immigrants settled were 
called barrios. 

Fast forward to today and you will find first, 
second and third generation descendants 
of Los Primeros Pobladores. The off-
spring are third, fourth and fifth generation 
now fully Americanized part of the 

Soldaderas.  Wives and Women that accompanied 
and supported the military.

White Anglo-Saxon Protestant (WASP) 
culture.  They too will tell you what genera-
tion American they are.  There is nothing 
wrong with that, that is exactly the way is 
supposed to be.  This is the process that 
Italians, Irish, Polish, Czechs, and all minor-
ity groups went through as they became a 
part of the American social landscape. All 
of these groups retained remnants of their 
original culture and most celebrate it yearly 
in local celebrations. You have Saint Patty’s 
Day, Oktoberfest, to name two.  So it is 
that some descendants of the Primeros 
Pobladores celebrate CINCO de MAYO 
and dieciséis de septiembre.  

What has separated Mexicanos from 
other ethnic groups is the continuous infu-
sion of thousands Mexicano immigrants 
that have rejuvenated and kept alive a 
vibrant Mexican culture with all its cus-
toms and traditions.   These immigrants 
have gradually become acculturated and 
assimilated into the WASP culture just 
as the Tejanos and Mexicanos before 
them.  So we understand to be part of this 
White, Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture, 
you do not have to be White, you do not 
have to be Anglo-Saxon and you do not 
have to be Protestant.

To understand fusion we must understand 
the historical context of fusion and its 
relationship to mass migrations.  The move-
ment of people can be traced to the second 
book of the bible, Exodus when Moses took 
the Jews out of Egypt and to the Promised 
Land, Israel.  Throughout history mass mi-
grations and conquests have dramatically 
altered the social landscape of a region.  
For example, it was the Germanic tribes 
that finally caused the Roman Empire to 
fall.  For centuries there was a slow gradual 
fusion between what were Romans and the 
Germanic kingdoms and what emerged is 
modern Europe.  There was a similar fusion 
between The Tejano and Mexicano.  What 
survived was the Tejano culture.  What 
facilitated this mass migration was an al-
most wide open border between the United 
States and Mexico, a border with very few 
controls.  Another example of the impact of 
a mass migration is the sudden arrival of 

Cubans to Florida in the early 60’s.  Miami 
and Dade County went from a summer 
school vacation spot to a dynamic, vibrant 
economic region.  

The Mexican Revolution was a mass 
migration.  From 1910 to 1920 mil-
lions of Mexicans trekked north to the 
United States to escape the turmoil 
of a brutal revolution, an oppressive 
regime and dire economiccircum-
stances. The movement did not end in 
1920, it continued although in smaller 
numbers.  These Mexicans scattered 
throughout the United States.  Some came 
alone others brought their whole family.  
This migration was no different than the 
one that occurred in the early 1800’s when 
thousands of Americans and Europeans 
trekked into Texas in search of land.  For 
the second time in their history the Tejano 
was overwhelmed by a new people seeking 
a new home.  First it was the Americano, 
this time it was the Mexicano.  Unlike the 
Americano, the Mexicano was not looking 
for land or power he was looking for politi-
cal and economic opportunity something he 
did not have in Mexico.  

 

The second mass migration occurred in 
the 70’s and 80’s when because of war and 
famine hundreds of thousands of Central 
American’s risked their life traveling to the 
United States. Many came in a train called 
“el tren de la muerte”.  Not all took the 
train ride.  I asked a gentleman in a nursing 
how he had gotten here from Central Amer-
ica and he replied “I walked”.  The journey 
of the Centro Americano was much more 
treacherous than that of the Mexicano be-
cause the US had a wide open border with 
Mexico for many years.  Before 1903 there 
were no controls along the southern US 
border to enter the US.  After 1903 all you 
had to do was fill out a card, stating where 
you were going.  The route of the Centro 
Americano was much different.  The Centro 
Americano had to cross Mexico from the 
southern border to its northern border 
with the United States.  Today in Texas we 
the Tejano, Mexicano and the Centro Ameri-

cano in the Hispanic salad bowl.  We are of 
vastly different social, political and economic 
backgrounds under one label, Hispanic with the 
hope of someday being called an “Americano”.   
Story continued on website www.nuestravoz-
detc.com

 

 



On September 14, 2013 Saul “Cane-
lo” Alvarez and Floyd “Money” 
Mayweather will stage a so called 
“superfight” in Las Vegas. Both 
fighters have been heavily criticized 
by fans in the past, but those same 
fans want to see them fight each 
other. 

Saul “Canelo” Alvarez (42-0-1 
30KOs) hails from Guadalajara, 
Mexico. Although regular fans 
adore him, hardcore boxing fans 
have tended to criticize him heavily 
for supposedly being handed box-
ing titles and fame on a golden plat-
ter without any real merits. Canelo 
at one time was considered a paper 
tiger, the product of promoter’s 
propaganda. 

Even the world famous trainer 
Ignacio “Nacho” Beristain, after 
Canelo’s fight against Shane Mos-
ley, jokingly referred to Canelo as 
“el mata viejitos,” making allusion 
to the Mexico City serial killer who 
murdered old folks, because Canelo 
was fighting older lackluster fight-
ers. 

Canelo, a junior middleweight (154 
lbs.) didn’t help himself when he 
fought the Rocky from Riverside, 
California, Josesito Lopez, a hard 
nosed super lightweight (140 lbs.) 
fighter. Lopez was just too small for 
Canelo, and didn’t stand a chance 
in the fight. Critics then began 
speaking about Canelo’s propensity 
to beat up on little guys, alluding to 
the accusations hounding Canelo 
of assaulting a flyweight boxer (112 
lbs....) Ulises “Archie” Solis in a 
street fight.

Hardcore fans also criticized Canelo 
for ducking who they thought was 
the real world junior middleweight 
champion, Austin Trout, who had 
recently defeated Puerto Rico’s 
Miguel Coto. Trout called out Cane-
lo, asking him to take on a world 
class fighter. Hardcore fans were 
surprised when Canelo accepted 
Trout’s challenge. 

Trout is a physically big fighter for a 
junior middleweight; he has polished 
boxing skills, considered by hardcore 
boxing fans to be a solid boxer. Critics 
of Canelo immediately started tolling 
the bells, spouting that Trout were a 
true boxer and Canelo just a fiction 
created by promoters. The fight was 
supposed to finally unmask Canelo as a 

built up fraud. 

Canelo boxed Trout’s ears off, us-
ing superb defense and movement to 
frustrate Trout, then seriously hurt 
him, after hitting him with a lightning 
fast straight right to the head that sent 
Trout to the canvas. Canelo defeated 
the best fighter in the junior middle-
weight division. Most of his critics were 
silenced.

Floyd “Money” Mayweather, who lives 
in Las Vegas, has also suffered from 
criticism by hardcore fans. Mayweath-
er’s record indicates he is undefeated, 
but almost all boxing analysts agree 
that Mayweather lost his first of two 
fights against Mexican boxer Jose Luis 
Castillo. 

For years Mayweather was also con-
sidered by many fans to be ducking 
Tijuana’s Antonio Margarito when 
Margarito was at the top of his game. 
Later Mayweather was also condemned 
by most fans for ducking Manny Pac-
quiao. Mayweather, according to many 

fans, made many excuses why he 
wouldn’t fight the Philippine star. 

Yet another criticism is that May-
weather has all the advantages in his 
fights because he mostly picks bouts 
with smaller opponents, usually 
blown up featherweights (126 lbs.) 
while Mayweather is a natural welter-
weight (147 lbs.), or he chooses fights 
with men past their prime like Shane 
Mosley.

This is the breakdown of the 
upcoming fight:

Power: Canelo is much stronger 
than Mayweather; it’s doubtful 
whether Mayweather will be able to 
handle the powerful body punches 
that Canelo can deliver. While 
Mayweather has almost no punching 
power at all. With the exception of 
the sucker punch that decked Victor 
Ortiz, Mayweather has not been able 
to knockout anyone in years.

Speed: Mayweather has great speed, 
but mostly uses it to pot shot his op-

ponents, he doesn’t throw many com-
binations. Canelo has decent speed, 
and can throw combinations.

Defense: Mayweather is considered 
a defensive genius, difficult to hit him, 
but recently Cotto busted Mayweath-
er up, making him bleed for most of 
their fight. Canelo has decent defense, 
in his most recent fight against Trout 
he used head movement and footwork 
effectively.

Boxing Skills: Mayweather has 
excellent boxing skills, known for his 
shell defense, he can frustrate fighters 
by making them miss, pot shot them, 
confuse them, and outpoint them. 
Canelo has good boxing skills; he can 
fight comfortably at long range, he 
has a great sense of distance, and he 
can fight on the inside, he is a good 
body puncher.

Physical stamina: Mayweather 
tends to conserve his energy for the 
middle to late rounds, doesn’t waste 
any energy. Canelo tends to tire 

True Legacy
Saul "Canelo" Alvarez  vs Floyd "Money"Mayweather

and slow down toward end of late 
rounds, paces himself, and tries to 
conserve energy.  

Prediction: The power of Canelo 
is going to make all the difference in 
this fight, Mayweather will not have 
any physical advantages and will 
try to use psychological strategies 
to break Canelo’s focus. Canelo will 
have enough speed and skill to land 
powerful punches to Mayweather’s 
head and body. Mayweather will 
just not have the power and legs to 
keep Canelo away. Canelo wins by 
TKO in 8th round of the fight. 

For more boxing news and articles 
visit our web page: http://www.
nues



the right slots.  It seemed like just 
total chaos on every play, last year.
Now, I know, the preview has 
been preseason.  But the Cowboys 
looked much improved.
The defense gave up a lot of late-
game points and rarely took any 
turnovers last year.  Now to be fair, 
they were riddled with injuries, and 
key guys missed large portions of 
the 2012 season.  So, you have to 
believe they will not have such bad 
injury luck this season.
One thing we know for sure, as 
TRUE Cowboys fans, we will watch 
every game.  No matter what we 
say after a loss, by Wednesday all is 
forgiven, and we can’t wait for the 
next Sunday.
Me personally, I’m going to do my 
best not to mix beer, Cowboys and 
Facebook.  I’ve had to give way too 
many apologies, always “I’m sorry 
for being so rude yesterday,” on 
days after tough losses.
So I’m deactivating my Facebook 
account.  You don’t expect me to 
do without beer, do you?
As always, the Dallas (we-play-in-
Arlington) schedule looks tough, 
especially in December.  And also 
as always, being the TRUE Cowboys 
fan that I am, I don’t see a loss, 
and we are going to win our SIXTH 
Super Bowl.
GO COWBOYS!!
By Big Fat Al, El Cowboy Fan

The 2013 season is again full of hope 
for our Cowboys.
With a new defensive coordinator 
joining head coach Jason Garret, and 
Garret no longer calling the plays, we 
have reasons to be optimistic.  The 
NFC East looks to be up for grabs again.  
Dallas has been one game away from 
winning the conference and going to 
the playoffs for the last two seasons, 
but they found a way to lose.  And to 
make the embarrassment worse, the 
one game loss each season was to New 
York and then to Washington.
So?  Why so much hope?  Such positive 
feelings?!
In addition to the coaching changes 
as mentioned, Dez is going to pick 
up where he left off last season, 
for starters.  Jason Witten and 
DeMarcusWare will be solid as always.  
The O line should be improved, which 
will open up a much needed running 
game.
And last, we have a great QB in Romo.  
Yes!
I know a lot of you are shaking your 
heads right now.  But without him, 
the ’Boys would not have been in 
contention at the ends of the last years, 
and without him again, they won’t 
stand a reasonable chance of making it 
to the playoffs.  Yes, Tony has his flaws, 
and I don’t want to make any excuses 
for him. But I am!  The O line was awful 
last year.  Tony was under pressure on 
every play and was peeling himself off 
the turf on what seemed like every play.  
But he got up, went to the huddle and 
then begged his receivers to line up in 

dallas Cowboys

season preview

Hector Vazquez wins 
the Texas Super 
Welterweight Title

By Franco Hernandez

August 24, 2013

In the main event, Hector “el Diamante” 
Vazquez (9-1 2KO’s) from Irving, 
Texas, stuns the audience as he makes 
an impressive entrance, escorted to the 
boxing ring by the mariachi Espuelas 
de Plata from Northside High School of 
Fort Worth, Texas, resounding trum-
pets, guitars, and violins playing Jose 
Alfredo’s song “El Rey.” 

Vasquez’s opponent Larry “Slomo” 
Smith used frustrating tactics of defense 
and counterpunching, Vasquez coun-
tered by launching frequent and quick 
combinations of up to ten punches to 
maintain the edge throughout the fight 
and win by unanimous decision, win-
ning the Texas Super Welterweight title. 

This boxing event is the Bud Light Pro 
Fight #4 held at the Cowboys Dancehall 
in Arlington, Texas, and promoted by 
Standing 8 Promotions. 

In the co-main event, Tony Lopez (3-0) 
of Fort Worth wins by brutal knockout 
in the 48th second of the fourth round 
against Ricardo Valencia from Hous-
ton. Valencia looked pale and weight 
drained; he barely broke a sweat during 
the fight, which is usually an indication 
that a fighter has drained himself of 
much water to make weight. Lopez was 
looking for the knockout from the start, 
unfazed by Valencia’s weak punches; 
Lopez was looking to land a big punch 
by timing Valencia. In the fourth round 
Valencia stepped up the action, throw-
ing more punches, which created an 
opening for Lopez, who landed a wide 
left hook. The punch spun Valencia 
around, who then hit the canvas on his 
back. Valencia was able to get up, but 
with legs wobbly and a disoriented 
look. The referee stopped the fight.  

In a lightweight fight, Alex Lopez of-
Fort Worth loses by unanimous decision 
to San Antonio’s Kendo Castaneda. 
Lopez has trouble pulling the trigger; 
Castaneda just too quick and able to 

build up points to win by unanimous deci-
sion in four rounds.

Super middleweight Mike Tufariello (1-0) 
of Carrolton, TX, who resembles Rocky 
Marciano not only in physique but also 
in his aggressive style, viciously beat 
up his opponent Chris Barnes of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Tufariello landed repeatedly 
bone-breaking punches to Barnes’s body, 
reducing Barnes to a human punching 
bag. The audience yelled in alarm, asking 
the referee to stop the fight, as Tufariello 
pummeled Barnes from one end of the ring 
to the other. In the third round the carnage 
continues and the referee stops the fight in 
the 47th second of the third round. Tufari-
ello wins by KO in the third round. 

Featherweight James Deherrera (1-0) of 
Fort Worth wins by second round TKO 
against his opponent from Austin. Light-
weight fighter Travell Mazion of Austin, 
Texas wins by TKO in first round over Ter-
rence Roy of Atlanta, GA. Super middle-
weights Martinez Porter and Errol Sidney 
both from Arlington, fight to a majority 
draw.     

     



Part 2 

Remembering The Broken 
Hearts de Seguin

La Voz Newspaper - September, 2012

Jesse Carillo: My name is Jesse Carillo, 
fui nacido aquí en Seguin. Anduve con Los 
Broken Hearts unos dos años algo asi. 
Luego me case de deje la banda. As I look 
back on my time con los Broken Hearts, 
me da mucho gusto que andaba con el-
los. Todos eran mas musicos que sabian 
mas que yo. Como Gilbert, el me enseno 
el saxophone. Yo estuve con el second 
generation casi más o menos. Porque hubo 
una generation antes de mi. Pero conoci a 
Gilbert y los más maduros y hasta los más 
chavalos. Pos no tengo mucho que decir 
porque . 

La Voz: ¿Usted iba en tour con ellos?

Jesse Carillo: No. Yo me case. Los más 
lejos que fui era como Amarillo. Eso es 
lo que me recuerdo yo. Ya se me olvido 
mucho. Nomas me recuerdo las historias 
de ellos, no las mias. (Laughter) Les voy 
a decir una cosa. Hay muchos musicos en 
Seguin porque todos tiene parientes que 
comenzaron la musica. Casi todos aquí

tiene alguien que tocaba musica antes. 
Habia los Gonzalez, Los Zimmerlees.  
Ruben Perez: Jesse, tell him, your brother 
is Mike.  Jesse Carillo: Todo mis herma-
nos y hasta mi apa, andaban en la musica. 
Hay

mucha gente aquí en Seguin que tienen 
chavalos que son musicos. The legend lives 
on. La Voz: Usted fue primer genaración 

de los Broken Hearts? Were you one of 
the early members?

Gilbert: I guess you could say that.

La Voz: And you played what instrument?

Gilbert: I used to play sometimes bass, 
pero saxophone, a little trombone.

La Voz: Where did you practice?

Gilbert: A little shack behind George 
Soto’s house on Newton Avenue. We used 
to practice with Bobby on his front porch. 
And we started playing Black music first. 
Y luego, Mexican music. That’s how we 
started. We started playing Mexican music 
because of La Paloma Blanca.

La Voz: What is La Paloma Blanca?

Gilbert: It was one of the biggest dance 
halls in the area. Interstate 10 goes over it 
now.

Voice from the back: It was a salon that 
our uncle owed.

Gilbert: On my mother’s I had an uncle 
who played orchestra music in my home 
town of Dallas. And one of his sons played 
with Lawrence Welk. Anyway, I played 
with the Broken Hearts until I got drafted. 
I went overseas to Germany and over 
there I played Rock and Roll with a band. 
Even got to go to the country of Turkey. 
When I got out of the service I came to Se-
guin and played with the Broken Hearts 
again.

La Voz: Now this was the late 60s?

La Voz: Yes, it was the late 60s. Then I 
went and played with Alfonso Ramos for 
seven years.

La Voz: Did you commute back and forth?

Gilbert: Yes, then I lived in Austin for five 
years. The I joined a group called Street 
People. I traveled everywhere. Then we 
got a tour with the Air Force. We played 
in officer’s clubs and traveled from state to 
state.

La Voz: Did that Air Force tour pay well?

Gilbert: We would make at least a $100 a 
gig. And we would play three or four gigs 
a week. We once performed with James 

Brown at The Fox in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Then I went back to playing with Alfonso 
for a while. Then I came back to Seguin 
and played with Los Vientos, the Paulo 
Band, Pace Five with the De la Garza 
brothers. And now I just play Christian 
music. Now I play for the Lord.

La Voz: Tell me your name:

Gonzales: My name is Joe Gonzales.

Santos: What did you play?

Gonzales: I played the drums. When the 
Broken Hearts made their first record-
ing, I was the one playing the drums. The 
only reason why I quit the Broken Hearts 
was because I joined the Navy Reserves. 
I didn’t want to get drafted, so I volun-
teered while I was still in high school. I 
had a certain date when I had to go two 
years active duty so my last time playing 
with the Broken Hearts was on an Easter 
Sunday in Bay City, Texas. From there 
the group went to Corpus Christi, Texas. 
That is when the group started traveling. 
We would play in Navasota, Richmond, 
Bryan, y todo los alrredores aqui como 
San Antonio and San Marcos. I was the 
driver and I would pull a trailer with all the 
instruments and the members of the band.

La Voz: Is that the Desoto with the trailer? 
(Looking at a photo)

Gonzales: Yes, my father built that. He had 
a body shop so he built that himself. Like 
I was telling you, I joined the Navy. When 
I was in Spain, I couldn’t believe it, oye 
la cancion Cuatro Milpas alla en Spain. 
Me quede más surprised y le decíaa unos 
camaradas, “Hey man, that’s me playing. 
That’s me playing the drums!”

Luego me tiraban a leon, me entiendes? 
Back then we all dressed alike with green 
jackets, bow ties, black pants, we looked 
sharp! Those were the good old days.  We 
used to play with Isidro Lopez. I remem-
ber once we were the opening band before 
he was to come on stage. He was late 
coming on stage so we kept playing. Well, 
the people came to see Isidro Lopez and 
so pretty soon they started yelling, “Aba-
janlos, (get them off stage) Abajanlos!  We 
stayed on stage until about 11:00pm when 
Isidro finally showed up. I remember 
another incident that took place when we 
were playing in Austin, Texas. Gilbert 

Castellanos was pulling our trailer and 
this lady came out of nowhere with her car 
and hit our trailer. Man, there were instru-
ments scattered all over Congress Avenue. 
My brother had just gotten a brand new 
saxophone, I had just gotten a brand new 
set of drums and everybody lost their 
instruments. Now when the lady hit us, my 
mother used to make us tacos for us to eat 
during intermission. Pues tambien habia 
tacos scattered all over Congress Avenue! 
(Laughter) Y la señora que nos pego, 
andaba peda, y se abajo hechando mas 
madres. Hey lady, you hit us pa ching___ 
nos estas gritando?

Bobby Gonzales: When I went in the 
military, this young man is Marty Sando-
val. Marty took my place when I went in 
the military. Not only that but he took my 
girlfriend in Lubbock, Texas!

(Laughter) (Voice from the side: “At least 
it stayed in the family!”)

Joe Gonzales: Music was always in our 
family’s blood. On my mother’s side, her 
uncle was Anselmo Maritnez and Jimmy 
Martinez. On my father’s side there was 
mi tio Leandro. El tenia Los Cadernales 
de San Antonio. And I never took music 
lessons. I just started playing the drums 
con un tenador y un cuchillo en la mesa y 
asi comense. I consider myself real lucky 
porque Munchie me pregunto si queria 
join the group? And I really enjoyed it.

Bobby Gonzales: Out of the whole time that 
everybody was with the Broken Hearts, 
there were probably three original songs, right 
Munchie?, three that were put out by the 
Broken Hearts. The very first one was done by 
Tony Castillo, “Slowly, but Surely.” And the 
other was sung by Sixto , Crying Over You and 
then I did Sylvia Maria. Those were main three 
tunes that were put out by the Broken Hearts.   

Tony Castillo: I got into the band when Bobby, 
and Fernando and Gilbert were playing. I 
didn’t stay too long because I had to choose be-
tween family or music and I chose family. But 
we did go to the recording studio and I wrote, 
“Slowly but surly.” After I wrote it George 
Soto, Gilbert and some of the other guys came 
up with the music for it.” And it turned out real 
good. It was recorded by other groups and I was 
always proud to hear it come out on the radio. 
To me it didn’t matter who was playing it. I 
didn’t get any rights from the song, just got the 
bragging rights that I wrote it. So that’s about it. 

Broken Hearts continued on page 12



Like today, I wasn’t even going to come over.

La Voz: Why weren’t you going to come 
today?

Tony Castillo: Oh, I don’t know. But the more 
I thought about it the more I said to myself, I 
really want to see all these guys again. We grew 
up together. As a matter of fact, I used to work 
at Gilbert and Joe’s father’s body shop until I 
was 18 years old.

My name is Mario Sandoval but I was known 
as Marty.

La Voz: Tell me what instrument you played.

Broken Hearts continued

Marty: I played the bass guitar.

La Voz: Now, as I understand it, you are one of 
the youngest members of the Broken Hearts.

Marty: Yes, I joined the group in August of 
1965. That is when my mentor, Bobby Gonza-
les, who is also my uncle joined the service. I 
took his place. 

La Voz: Earlier, some of the guys were talking 
about how being in a musical group was the 
thing to do in Seguin, did you feel that way?

Marty: I felt that way. I got inspired going over 
to my grandma’s house, which was Bobby’s 
mom. There was always music going on around 
the house. I used to hear old black music, and 
rock and roll. I remember hearing Frosty, Otis 
Redding, Wilson Pickett, Ray Charles and 
James Brown. I also heard this type of music 
at my other grandmother’s house which as right 
across from an all black high school.   \When I 
was about 12 years old my father wanted me to 
start doing something during the summers. He 
spoke with my uncle to see if he would teach 
me how to play some music. He started out 
trying to teach me how to play the guitar but 
it didn’t work. Too many strings for me at that 
time and so he said, “Well, let’s try the bass.” I 
said, “Ok, and I took a liking to that and started 
to play a lot of the old black music. When I 
started to really get into it, the Beatles were all 
over the place.

La Voz: When you think back, do you recall 
any Mexican music influence or Tejano music 
influence?

Marty: I remember Sunny and the Sunglows, 
and Joe Bravo. I also remember the Sunliners, 
Gilbert Rodriguez and the Blue Notes. 

Part one appeared in last months issue of  Nues-
tra Voz. Thanks to La Voz de Austin for this 
feature story 

Part 3 coming next month

In Pursuit of Happiness, An Immigrant Mother’s 
Story
By Franco Hernandez

It was the intense desire to insure the happiness and wellbeing of her children that motivated Luisa Zamora to immigrate to Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

 Mrs. Zamora, now 71 years old, moved into her home in the Worth Heights neighborhood of Fort Worth in 1970. She was born and 
raised in a farming-ranching community in the rugged state of Durango, Mexico. Life in Durango was rough; farming was difficult; 
farmland was degraded, harsh draughts afflicted the region. Most people had two options: starve or leave. Most left, some to Califor-
nia, others to Chicago, and many to Texas.

Mrs. Zamora recalled, “I worried about my children’s future. In Durango only severe poverty awaited; I could picture my babies, 
crossing desserts and wilderness, trying to enter the US as illegal immigrants. I spent sleepless nights worrying about the fate that 
was in store for them: exploitation and mistreatment. My mothers’ heart was determined to immigrate to the USA legally to protect 
my children.”  

Her first impression when arriving in Fort Worth was according to Mrs. Zamora, “seeing my beautiful house that my husband had 
bought before I arrived, in fourteen hours I made the transition from being a campesina (peasant girl) to a housewife in a blue collar 
neighborhood of Fort Worth.”

Yet not everything was easy in Fort Worth, Mrs. Zamora recalls how not speaking English became a frequent problem, Mrs. Zamora 
explained “I was pregnant with my fifth child, I had a horrible time at the Hospital because I couldn’t communicate with the staff and 
doctors. I was eventually fortunate to find a hospital staff member, Anita Garcia, who could interpret for me.”

Some of the satisfactions of her life in Texas, Mrs. Zamora said, “are to know my children are educated and living decent lives; some 
of my grandchildren who have excelled in school are now engineers, others are school teachers. In 1990 I became a US citizen, and 
being able to exercise my vote in this country is another great satisfaction.”           

Mrs. Zamora offers her advice to recent Mexican immigrants: “Keep all the good values that you bring from Mexico, they will help 
you succeed. Respect the laws of the land; always strive to be good and outstanding citizens. Texas and the USA provide us the op-
portunity to pursue happiness and that is why we Mexican immigrants feel at home here.”



LATIN 
LEGENDS
TOM FLORES
The Ice Man
Tom Flores – Academic All-American, 
first Latino starting quarterback in 
American professional football history, 
first Latino head NFL coach and the rare 
winner of two Super Bowls – was born in 
California farming country.
Early in his pro career Tom Flores was 
tagged “The Ice Man” – being cool 
under pressure and adept at come-
from-behind wins.  He wasn’t just the 
first minority head coach to win a Super 
Bowl; he was the first minority to become 
president and general manager of a U.S. 
professional football team.  Only Tom 
Flores and Mike Ditka have ever won 
pro-football championships as a player, 
assistant coach and head coach.
Roots in Soil
Born Thomas Raymond Flores on March 
21, 1937, in Fresno, he would learn how 
to work in the fields around Sanger, 
Calif.  He was named for his father, who 
immigrated from Durango, Mexico, and 
like his father did early in his new U.S. 
home, the young Tom Flores spent a lot of 
time picking grapes.
Tom learned how to work with his hands, 
but he had his sights set far beyond the 
California vineyards that he saw almost 
daily as a child.
Now 76, Flores received some early 
childhood advice from his parents, advice 
that he took to heart:  “If you want to do 
something big, you have to roll up your 
sleeves and get to work; you find a way to 
get things done.”
The young Thomas attended Sanger High 
School and was a high achiever on and 
off the field.  He was an accomplished 
student; he earned an academic 
scholarship to Fresno State (later 
renamed University of the Pacific).
I recently took an opportunity to chat 
with Tom Flores on the phone, from his 
California home.  I asked him if he ever 
had to deal with discrimination, growing 
up and as an adult.  “In high school, I 
know it was there, but I always tried to 
rise above that; I think if you look for it, 
you will find it,” Tom said.  “In the Pros, 
there was blatant prejudice in the south 
against the Black players.  As for myself, 
I guess I kind of flew under the radar,” 
he said.  “Most people, especially in the 
north, did not know what to make of a 

As Raider QB, Tom was dubbed “The Ice 
Man” for his ability to keep his cool under 
pressure and bring his team back from 
scoring deficits to win.  Tom stayed with 
Oakland until 1967, by far his longest 
stay with any team; then he was traded to 
Buffalo.  Tom stayed with the Bills until 
1969; he was traded to Kansas City and 
helped win an AFL championship there as a 
backup QB.  In 1970, after the AFL and NFL 
merged into the National Football League, 
Tom retired as a player, with a record of 
838 completions on 1715 attempts, gaining 
11,959 yards and 92 passing TDs.  He also 
rushed for 5 TDs.
Coaching
Tom started his coaching career in Buffalo 

under Sid Gillman.  But he 
was soon back with Oakland, 
where he would reach his 
crowning achievement.   
In 1979, Tom was named the 
Raiders head coach when 
John Madden retired.  The 
promotion made Tom the 
first minority head coach in 
the NFL, in both divisions.  
Tom Flores went on to lead 
the Raiders to two NFL 
championships, against the 
Eagles in Super Bowl XV and 

against the Redskins in Super Bowl XVIII.
Jerry Jones-X-2
What I find even more admirable were 
Tom’s achievements with the Raiders, 
the team owned by Al Davis, who was 
known for his impatience and constant 
meddling in team management, coaching 
and recruiting.  Many sports history buffs 
call Davis the original Jerry Jones-TIMES-
TWO.
I asked Tom about his relationship with 
Al Davis.  “Sure he was tough to work for 
at times,” Tom said, having worked for 
Davis as a player/assistant coach and as 
a head coach.  “He was tough, but for the 
most part, he was fair, but at times . . . 
unreasonable.”  How did Davis and Jerry 
Jones compare?  “When Jerry bought the 
Cowboys, he . . . sought out Al for advice,” 
Tom said.  “This led to them becoming 
friends.”  Tom said it’s possible that Jerry 
did take to heart the early counsel of Al 
Davis.  “But again,” Tom said, “If you win, 
nobody will second-guess you.”  For Davis 
and anyone in the business then and now, 
Tom said, “the bottom line . . .  is winning.  
If you win, you can do no wrong.  If not, you 
will be in the hot seat.”  So, to quote the late 
Al Davis: “Just win, Baby.”  Davis was once 
quoted as saying that Tom “is not just a 
great coach in the league,” but that Tom “is 
among the greatest ever.”
And as the business proved, Tom knew, 

a coach is only “as good” as his record at 
any given moment.  Davis removed Tom 
from the head coaching job and moved him 
upstairs in Oakland management and later 
fired Tom from that job and all Oakland 
roles.  It proved to be another opportunity.  
Tom was named general manager of 
the Seattle Seahawks and later, in 1992, 
became the team’s head coach.  After three 
disappointing seasons, Tom was let go.
Overall, Tom compiled a coaching record of 
97 wins, 87 losses and no ties, with a playoff 
tally of 8 wins and 3 losses – and of course, 
the two Super Bowl victories.  Tom recalled 
his Super Bowl quarterback, Jim Plunkett.  
“He was a very talented quarterback and 
also the first and only Latino to win the 
Heisman Trophy.  He is of Mexican descent 
on his mom’s side.”  Does Tom foresee 
another Hispanic quarterback and head 
coach combo in the NFL?
“There will likely never be again,” he 
said.  Tom never regained the magic of his 
Oakland days.  The Football Gods giveth 
and taketh away.
Honors y Mas
Tom Flores has been recognized on many 
occasions for his philanthropy, including 
being presented the Roberto Clemente 
Award by National Council of La Raza, 
being named to the California Sports Hall 
of Fame and having the football stadium 
at his alma mater, Sanger High School, 
named for him.  When considering Thomas 
Raymond Flores’s whole body of work, 
including being a charter member of the 
old AFL, I and many other pro football fans 
and many experts argue that “The Ice Man” 
deserves to be in the NFL Hall of Fame.  I 
asked him about the induction possibility.  
“It, of course, would be an honor,” Tom 
said.  “My last chance will not come until 
four or five years down the road, as an 
old-timer pick.”  Regardless, Tom Flores 
is a prime source of pride for the Latino 
community.
For now, he’s still involved in football, as 
color commentator for the Oakland Raiders 
Network.  He plays golf; one course is a 
short walk from his home. His advice for 
anyone with a dream is: “Have passion for 
your chosen career, and be prepared for 
setbacks.  They will only make you stronger 
and smarter.”
Tom is married; he and his wife Barbara 
have three grown children, twin boys and a 
daughter, and five grandchildren.

The ‘Ice Man’: Honors Student, Pro Quarterback/Coach, Latino Legend

http://www.mashpedia.com/Tom_Flores 

( Videos)

By Alberto T. Govea

Chicano.”
From College to THE Pros
Tom won the starting quarterback role for 
two seasons at Fresno State; additionally, 
he was active in Student Council and served 
as president of The Men’s Associated 
Students group.
He was named Academic All-American.  
His parents’ advice was not lost on him.  
But he was destined to accomplish more, 
much more despite suffering a shoulder 
injury during his senior year at Fresno.
“This hurt my chances of getting drafted, 
especially since back then (1958), there 
were not that many teams, and the 
American Football League was not even in 
existence yet,” Tom recalled.
Graduating from college, he 
focused on pursuing a career 
in professional football, a 
lofty goal for any athlete, but 
especially one coming out of 
a small college and one who 
was a Latino before that term 
was commonly used or used 
with respect or pride.  At best, 
back then when people were 
being half-way civil, Tom 
likely was called a Mexican.  
Today that’s a label of pride, 
too, in many Hispanic circles.
Although the National Football League 
did not call, the Canadian Football League 
did.  So, Tom went north to Canada and 
joined the Calgary Stampede football team 
in 1958.  Tom, however, met more than 
his share of adversity.  He was cut after 
one season.  But his dream was not lost; he 
didn’t give up.  The Washington Redskins 
of the NFL picked him up in 1959.  His 
stay didn’t last long; his shoulder injury 
from college days came back to haunt 
him.  He was released by the ’Skins, and he 
underwent shoulder surgery.
Tom returned to college: “I was preparing 
for life after college and was working on 
my master’s degree when I got a call from a 
new team, from Oakland.”  Not just a new 
team, the Oakland Raiders were in a new 
league, the AFL.  So in 1960 Tom became a 
Charter member of the American Football 
League.  As a Raider, Tom was to enjoy 
most of his pro successes as a player and 
later as a coach.  He was named starting 
quarterback, thus becoming the first Latino 
starting QB in American professional 
football history, all leagues.  In his first 
year as the starter, he passed for 1,738 
yards, completing 54 percent of his passes, 
connecting on 12 touchdowns.
Those numbers are not impressive by 
today’s standards, but in that era, running 
the ball was always the number one weapon 
for all teams.  Indeed, Tom’s passing stats 
that year led the league, AFL.



BUSINESS OF THE MONTH
Gallardo’s Insurance Agency, Notary & Tax Service, “Giving back”

Gallardo’s Insurance Agency, Notary & Tax Service has been serving the Fort Worth/Dallas Metroplex since 2008 – and now offers back-to-school help for families.

Families and community are No. 1 at Gallardo’s.  The agency and several other local businesses started Juntos Se Puede/Together We Can last year to give local children a self-
esteem and academic boost with supplies, shoes and other basics for school.

Owner-operators Deborah and Salvador Gallardo said Gallardo’s prime mission has always been focused on establishing a successful relationship with every customer and provide 
quality service.  “We are proud to be family-owned,” said Deborah Gallardo.

While offering a wide range of services, from an array of insurance options to the traditional notary and tax services, Salvador Gallardo said, “we specialize in auto/home insurance 
and tax return preparation for the individual tax payer as well as the small business owner.”

He said Gallardo’s can help with not only notarization of legal and other business and personal documents, but also provides advice, written correspondence and referrals in an 
array of personal or family matters.  “Our clients value the one-on-one attention that each one receives,” he said.

“My husband and I wanted a business that could be family operated and continued and further developed by different family generations, and I don’t think we could have chosen 
a better business,” Deborah Gallardo said.

“Our ‘Juntos Se Puede’ back-to-school event is going strong on its second year,”  she said.  “As a parent, I remember it was hard when school came back around to start up again, 
and having to buy shoes, school supplies and clothes and getting my sons haircuts – all that adds up.

“We’ve been blessed, and we remember the struggles it took for us; so we thought a back- to-school event would be an excellent community outreach.”

They named their back-to-school event Juntos Se Puede/Together We Can because Gallardo’s enlisted some co-sponsors among other businesses in the community:

Contributors include David Cerda Biz, Moreno’s Cleaners, Pro-Select Autos and Perception Hair Studios.

“Along with all this we have many volunteers, and with everyone’s dedication to this organization, Juntos Se Puede/Together, we can makes a difference,” Deborah Gallardo said.

“The annual event is important to us to host because without the community, we would be nothing.  And we want to get our name out there and let the community know Gal-
lardo’s Insurance Agency, Notary & Tax Service is here for the community!”    Deborah Gallardo, 2621 NW 29th St. 817-624-8057. 
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IN MY OPINION…
By Fernando Florez

September 1, 2013 Special to La Voz 
Nuestra de Tarrant County

Why Redistricting is Important to the 
Hispanic Community in Fort Worth 

Shortly after the end of WW II, my friend’s 
father returned home to Fort Worth after 
his military service. A few days later he and 
a friend went to a restaurant downtown. 
They sat down at a table to order and soon a 
waiter came over and told them: “We don’t 
serve Mexicans.” Possessing a great sense 
of humor my friend’s father replied to the 
waiter: “We weren’t going to order one” 
and left the restaurant. Being discriminated 
against and disrespected in other ways was 
not uncommon for Hispanics to encounter 
in this and other parts of Texas and the 
southwest. But because of the significant 
contributions of Mexican-Americans and 
Tejanos going as far back as our American 
Revolutionary War, which have not ever been 
fully recognized to this day, injustices such as 
this one were catching the public’s eye and 
the winds of change were already blowing 
slightly.

In Los Angeles, California, the state with 
the highest Mexican-American population 
in the United States, school children were 
segregated in “Mexican-schools,” which were 
of inferior quality. In Mendez v. Westminster, 
in 1947, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
racially segregating children of Mexican and 
Latin descent in state operated public schools 
in Orange County and the state of California 
was unconstitutional. This ruling helped 
establish the foundation for the Brown v. 
Board of Education landmark case in 1954, 
which ended public school segregation 
throughout the U.S.

In many areas Mexican-Americans were kept 
off juries in cases which involved Mexican-
American defendants. In 1954, here in Texas,  
Pete Hernandez, an agricultural worker, was 
indicted of murder by an all-non-Hispanic 
White jury in Jackson County. Hernandez’ 
attorneys believed that unless members 
of other races were allowed on the jury-
selecting committees a jury could not be 
impartial. A Mexican-American had not been 
on a jury for more than 25 years in Jackson 
County. Hernandez and his attorneys took 
the case to the U.S. Supreme Court which in 
Hernandez v. Texas Supreme Court declared 
that Mexican-Americans and other cultural 
groups’ rights were equally protected by 
the 14th Amendment of the United States 

Constitution. This was a significant step; 
however, many organizations, businesses and 
homeowners associations still had official 
policies that excluded Mexican-Americans. 
Well into the 60s, for instance, a few signs 
with phrases such as “No Dogs or Mexicans” 
were still posted at a few small businesses 
and swimming pools in some parts of the 
southwest. Disenfranchisement, or commonly 
called lack of representation, was the cause of 
the discrimination and it affected Hispanics in 
all aspects of life.

This was an era of intense racial turmoil 
especially in the Deep South, which was given 
wide coverage by the national media. It was 
brought into focus by a march on Washington, 
D.C. for “Jobs and Progress.” Despite the 
guarantee of “equal protection” offered by 
the 14th Amendment of the U. S. Constitution, 
a hundred years after the Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1863, African-Americans were 
still living in abject poverty, particularly in the 
Deep South, an area rife with Jim Crow laws. 

It was on this occasion that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial, 
delivered to 250,000 civil rights supporters and 
a national television audience his memorable “I 
Have a Dream” speech on August 28, 1963. 

The large gathering and speech aroused the 
conscience of the nation and helped pass the 
Civil Rights Act the following year and the 
Voting Rights Act in 1965. So what does all I’ve 
said have to do with redistricting? Everything. 

Redistricting is about protecting voting rights 
and thus increasing the chance of having more 
representation. Representation has a broad 
impact: It affects opportunity for a better 
education, jobs, housing and everything else. 

While I was growing up in South Texas, in 
the Rio Grande Valley, political power was 
almost exclusively held in the hands of non-
Hispanics who advocated maintaining the 
status quo, with the vast majority of Hispanics 
as the underclass. Sure, there were plenty of 
jobs—harvesting crops there in the valley itself 
and doing migrant work up north, following 
seasonal crops in several states, los trabajos 
--without much of an opportunity of moving up 
to the middle class and a better life.

It was not until toward the latter part of the 
1970s that Hispanics were elected to the 
majority of the public offices. Today, because it 
sank so low, the Rio Grande Valley is an area in 
transformation—it’s slowly rising.   

Story continued on the website www.
nuestravozdetc.com
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 Injury At Work, 

Car Accidents and 
Immigration Cases
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HOUSTON
 6800 West Loop South, Suite 475

 Houston, TX 77401
 1-877-240-1515 (no charge)

 713.432.7788 (voce) •  713.432.7785 (fax)

DALLAS
400 S. Zang Boulevard, Suite 600

 Dallas, TX 75208
 1-877-794-6384 (no charge)

 214.941.8300 (voce)
 

ODESA
 200 Walmart Court,  Suite D,

 Odessa, TX 79763
 432.339.3333 (voce)

 855-GARCIA-1 (no charge) 

SAN ANTONIO
 1507 Fredericksburg 

 San Antonio, Texas, 78201 
210.735.1900 (voce)
 210-735-8727 (fax)

TYLER
 510 SSW Loop 323, Suite 330

 Tyler, TX 75702
 903.593.4545 (voce)
 903.593.3474 (fax)






