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Letter From the Editor
 The English have a saying, “The King is dead, long live the King.”  
You can say that about elections.  Just had one, now we have one more, a local 
one.  The Fort Worth City Council will have a new representative for District 
2.  The incumbent decided not to test the waters again having barely won the 
last election.  District 2 needs a strong advocate one that will stand up for the 
neighborhood.  For voters of District 2, look around and see if you are satisfied 
with what you see.  Make a list of what you think needs improvement.  Let us 
know.  
 We continue seeing evidence of deception and misinformation coming 
from Trump Washington.  The latest the number of people that watched the 
parade.  I saw glimpses of the inauguration on TV and the first question that 
came to my mind was “Where are the people?”  In football, some games are 
won where you wonder “How?”.  And players and commentators all say the 
same thing, “Who cares!”  A W is a W and that is all that counts.  Sounds like 
that is good advice for Trump.  Get over Hillary getting more votes than you 
and go on.  At this point you are not embarrassing yourself, you are embarrass-
ing America. 
 We have a large congressional delegation in Washington.  They are 
responsible for what happens to the country.  They can stand by and watch 
Trump flush us down the toilet or they can stand up and fight for us like they 
should. There will be congressional elections in two years.  Keep that in mind.  
This is where you drain the swamp. 
 Alternative facts, fake news, propaganda and such are neutralized with 
the truth.  Or as the say goes “Truth to power.”  You are responsible for mak-
ing sure that you keep current of what is going on and speak up and be heard.  
The Women’s March is a good example of people joining to fight power.  
 Our Mexican-American children need to know that we had heroes.  
People that stood up when it was not chic for Mexicans to stand up and be 
heard.  The fight is not over.  And the fight may be against our own selves.  We 
cannot allow selfish egos to dominate what is best for the community.  

This is democracy in America:  1.  Register to vote.  2.  Vote.  3.  Demonstrate.

It works.

Felix Alvarado

Editor.

Seeking writers and sales people
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ACEPTAMOS INTERCAMBIOS

» SIN LICENCIA 
» SIN CREDITO 
» MAL CREDITO OK

OK
» BANCARROTA OK

• OMAR LÓPEZ
• Gerente

MEGA CENTRO DE AUTOS USADOS
• FINANCIAMIENTO DISPONIBLE PARA TODOS •

*PRECIOS SON AL CONTADO + TT&L **CON CREDITO APROBADO, CALCULADOS AL 4.99% APR 72 MESES CON UN ENGANCHE DE $2,500, PRECIOS EXCLUYEN CARGOS DE GOBIERNO POR EMISION, IMPUESTOS, LICENCIA Y DOCUMENTOS ADMINISTRATIVOS + 0% DE APR 
CON CREDITO APROBADO A 60 MESES 1.9% APR CON CREDITO APROBADO A 72 MESES

» SIN LICENCIA » SIN LICENCIA 
» SIN CREDITO » SIN CREDITO OKOK

¡APROVECHE! AHORA 
           OFRECIENDO HASTA 
  90 DIAS PARA SU 
             PRIMER PAGO

12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, TURBO, DIESEL, CUSTOM WHEELS, #CDR0329M

977048

16 GMC TERRAIN SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #SC0738

971106

$369/MES*
14 DODGE CHALLENGER SXT
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, CUSTOM WHEELS, #6CG1040A

977047

$285/MES*
11 TOYOTA TUNDRA

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, CREW MAX, 
#6WW4308A

977045

$422/MES*
09 DODGE JOURNEY SXT

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #C2705A

977046

$165/MES*$10,750

13 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, CROMO, 

#6DR3350A

976304

$349/MES*$22,500*
13 TOYOTA RAV4

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6WW4238A

977044

$298/MES*
14 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, SOLO 24K MILLAS, 

#6DR1771A

973594

$575/MES*
11 DODGE CHARGER

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6DR3003A

976300

$12,000

• CHRISTIAN

11 DODGE RAM 1500
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ESTRIBOS, CROMO, CREW 

CAB, #6DR2477A

977050

$265/MES*

12 GMC YUKON SLE
AUTO, T/ELEC., 3RA FILA, CD, ESTRIBOS, ALLOYS, 

#6C3884B

974458

$322/MES*
12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST

ESPECIAL DEL 

MANAGER

4X4

13 FORD F-150
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, ESTRIBOS, ALLOYS, 

SUPER CREW, #6WW2086A

977051

$546/MES*4X4

15 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LTZ
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, SIS/NAV, ESTRIBOS, 
CREW CAB, CUSTOM WHEELS, #7DR1260A

977052

$637/MES*4X4

LEVANTADA

11 CHEVY CAMARO SS
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, PIEL, CROMO, #6W4156A

972738

$317/MES*
11 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6K3132A

976305

$8,750
14 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #ES0159A

976306

$255/MES*
12 DODGE RAM 1500 ST
AUTO, T/ELEC., CD, ALLOYS, #6WW3784B

977049

$279/MES*REG. 
CAB!!!
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Life is not fair
 It certainly has been a challeng-
ing month.  First, we know have a new 
president.  Maybe not illegitimate but 
certainly a very questionable one.  Yes, he 
won because he had more electoral votes.  
What we will never know is how many 
minds were changed as a result of Russian 
propaganda.  I call him the “Fluke” presi-
dent. 
 We would agree that he was elect-
ed with the support of White’s with no 
hope.  In a world of disposable people, this 
group is the most disposable.  They may 
have elected Trump but if things go wrong 
he will have to change course and mollify 
the more affluent and educated ones.  As 
Kennedy said “Life is not fair”.  So, fear 
not.  There are two checks that Trump has:  
1.  Obama.  He is one of the most popular 
presidents to exit the office.  He will not 
tell Trump what to do.  But he still has a 
bully pulpit and he can use it to tell the 
American people what Trump is doing 
wrong.  2.  Hillary.  There is no one else 
in the Democratic Party poised to chal-
lenge him in 2020 that can beat him.  She 
learned her lesson and Trump will have a 
deal with a much more formidable Hillary. 
Age is no problem, he is older than her. 
 We would expect the Congress to 
be a check but they are afraid of Trump’s 
base.  Trump can attack Republicans 
that oppose him.  There are elections in 
two years.  All of the House again and 
one third of the Senate.  Most are more 
interested in getting reelected than what is 
best for America.  To stay in power all that 
Trump has to do is keep his base happy.  
He must keep feeding the same hatred 
rhetoric.  
 At a local level.  I spoke to a 
couple of senior Mexican-Americans.  My 
age.  They tell me of the distrust between 
recent immigrants and multi-generation 
Mexican-Americans.  Let’s be clear what 
multi-generational means.  A second 
generation 25-year-old Latino is not the 
equivalent of a 75-year-old second genera-
tion Latino.  Growing up Mexican-Amer-
ican in Texas in the late 40’s and beyond 
cannot be compared to growing up Latino 
in the 70’s.  That 30-year span has numer-
ous experiences that will never be written 
about.  The 75-year-old had many chal-
lenges that today’s 25-year-old does not.  
The opportunities available today were not 
available in the 50’s.  We also agreed that 
the 25-year-old grandson of the 75-year-
old has a much better assimilation than the 

25-year-old second generation Latino.  It 
has everything to do with longevity of life 
in the US.  The descendants of the original 
traqueros and mineros have long seen 
assimilated into White America.  That is 
what makes us Latinos so different.

 There was a disconnect between 
the educated and successful Hispanic and 
the uneducated Mexican-American.  One 
was willing to abandon his Mexican roots 
to fit in to White society.  My upbring-
ing was Mexican.  My father impressed 
upon me that it was okay to be proud of 
being a Mexican.  I did not experience 
my “different” Mexican roots until I got 
to San Antonio.  There I felt different.  We 
all had Spanish last names but we spoke 
a different Spanish.  I did not understand 
“pachuco” language.  When the “Say it in 
English” banners appeared, I was one of 
the few to get whacked in his behind for 
speaking Spanish.  It happened more than 
once.  The paddle was about 36”x4”x1”.  
It had cheese holes.  The cheese holes left 
welts in your butt that were so painful I 
had to sit sideways for a few days.  That 
paddle was not enough to stop me from 
speaking Spanish.  Proudly.  
 Buzzfeed has taken up a lot of 
written and talk time regarding a dossier 
on Trump.  As someone that once had a 
Top Secret clearance I know what inves-
tigators are looking for when they look at 
your background to determine your trust-
worthiness to access US classified mate-
rial.  They are not looking for facts.  They 
already know the facts.  They are looking 
for scuttlebutt because that is what is used 
as blackmail.  Scuttlebutt is material that 
is so embarrassing that some people will 
turn over classified material (compromise 
is the correct term)  so the scuttlebutt will 
not be revealed.  Trump should know that 
there is a lot of scuttlebutt about him.  He 
himself said that as a powerful person 
women went for him.  It is true. 
 A new term has entered the Amer-
ican lexicon, “alternative facts.”  Trump’s 
surrogates now use the term to show that 
the lies they are telling are not really lies 
they are truth by a different name.  This 
is reminiscent of the Bizzaro World of 
DC Comics.  You have a real Superman 
and a fake Superman.  One Good, one 
bad.  Weird.  Imagine, Trump set out to 
drain the swamp.  He does it by adding 
more alligators to the swamp.  Bizarre.  Or 
Bizzaro.  

Felix Alvarado 
Editor. 

A New Hope 
By Denise Jimenez

  This was surely a gut-wrenching election, riddled with lies, propa-
ganda, racism, prejudice, extreme sexism and apparently; Russians. While 
some were pleased with the outcome of the election, there was a large 
number of disheartened individuals who were completely side swiped with 
how it all ended. However, amongst all the chaos we now call our Presi-
dent; there is a glimmer of progress, change and opportunity and her name 
is first Latina Senator Catherine Cortez.  
 Senator Cortez was born in Nevada where she was raised by 
Joanna Cortez and Manny Cortez who worked his way up to become 
head of Las Vegas Convention and Visitors authority, in addition to being 
the County Commissioner. Cortez showing the same drive as her father, 
graduated with a business degree in 1986 and made her way to Gonzaga 
University School of Law where she earned her law degree in 1990. Her 
career had an interesting start as Nevada Governor Bob Miller’s chief of 
staff and was assigned to coordinating logistics for a visit to Las Vegas by 
President Bill Clinton, along with her now Husband Paul Masto who was 
a former US Secret Service agent. 
 Catherine Cortez would move on from working at the Governor’s 
office to work as a civil attorney. From there she would become a federal 
prosecutor for the United States Attorney’s Office in Washington, DC and 
continue to work her way up. 
 According to her website catherinecortezmasto.com, in 2007 
Catherine became the 32nd Attorney General of Nevada, where she 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of families, the elderly and women. 
In 2013 she supported a Bill that would make Sex Trafficking a Federal 
Crime in Nevada and gave women the right to sue their accusers, making 
vast improvements to the fight against Human Sex Trafficking. 
 In addition to her dedication to families and women, she also had 
a strong position on the removal of drugs like methamphetamine from 
neighborhoods and communities. Cortez worked with law enforcements 
to put together concrete plans to alleviate this vast epidemic taking over 
Nevada. Along with settling with Bank of America for almost $2 billion 
for their predatory lending practices and mass foreclosures which they 
refused to accept responsibly for, she proved to try her hardest to hold the 
“bad guys” accountable. 
 After her term for Attorney General of Nevada was over in 2015, 
she was not unemployed for long as Senator Harry Reid was retiring the 
same year and was passing the torch to Catherine Cortez. She opposed 
Republican Candidate Joe Heck in November of 2016 and won 47% of the 
votes (520,658 votes) becoming the First Latina Senator in United States 
history. She gave her victory speech before the President and exclaimed, 
“I will promise you this, I will be one hell of a check and balance on him”. 
Senator Catherine Cortez has shown she has the power and stamina to take 
on any hard-hitting issue and I am excited to see her future achievements 
unfold. 
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 Don’t throw out the 
baby with the bath water.  This 
saying very much applies to our 
public school system. There is a 
lot of criticism of our schools but 
very few real solutions.  Let us 
not forget all the good our public 
education system has done and 
how it served all of us.  There 
is a real effort, by a minority in 
our society, to destroy the public 
education system.  This public 
education system that taught the 
majority of us how to read and 
write, we are no longer willing 
to defend this great institution.   
Without this public education 
system, many of us would never 

have had the opportunity to reach 
our potential.   Without public 
education, the mass of Americans 
would be without an education 
because our parents could not 
afford a private education, like in 
third world countries.  There was 
a time when our teachers and our 
education system were held in 
high esteem.  What has happened 
that most Americans today speak 
negatively and criticize our pub-
lic education system.  Despite all 
the criticism, our public educa-
tion system receives, it continues 
to produce very successful grad-
uates.   So, the question is why 
within the same school system 

that produces successful students 
are there failures?   What are the 
reasons why some students suc-
ceed, while others fail within the 
same public education system?  
Parents that motivate and support 
a child’s education are the back-
bone of a successful student.   If 
parents are the primary reason 
why a student is successful in 
school, the next question should 
be how do we motivate parents?  
So, can our school system teach 
parents to motivate their children 
at a minimal cost to our schools.   
Our public education system, 
over decades, has slowly 
removed the parents from the 
child’s education.  Therefore, 
many parents are not involved 
with their children’s educa-
tion.  I believe the schools have 

not done this intentionally. It 
has just happened as schools 
have grown.  So how does our 
school system bring parents 
back into the education of 
their child?   My suggestion 
is that on the first day of the 
school year at least one parent 
be required to attend a student 
and parent, half day rally at the 
school.   Parents should not 
just be dropping off their son 
or daughter at school on the 
first day of school.   The first 
day of school should include 
a half day rally at the audito-
rium where parents with their 
children sit together and listen 
to motivating speakers talk 
about issues like the importance 
of education, the importance 
of parents being involved with 

their child’s education, stu-
dents speaking about how their 
parents motivate them, having 
police speak to parents and 
students and answer questions, 
etc.  These rallies would be 
age appropriate for, elemen-
tary, middle and high school.  
Additional rallies, one or two, 
could also be implemented 
throughout the year if the re-
sponse from parents is positive.  
These rallies would focus on 
motivating parents motivating 
their children to be successful.   
Many low-income parents do 
not have access or are aware 
on how to motivate their child.   
How do we get something like 
this implemented?  By parents 
calling the school board and the 
superintendant.

Motivating Parents 
by Alfredo Sanchez

A Novel Idea

A “novel idea” is basically defined 
as “a good idea” whether it be based 
on fact or BS. From my personal 
experience over the last few months 
of riding DART, I / me / myself call 
their customer service the latter. At 
the best. 

This is not the mindless rant of 
someone that doesn’t appreciate 
DART, I am blessed to be able to 
make use of the DART Light Rail, 
and not waste countless hours stuck 
in traffic each workday. I am blessed 
my employer foots half the bill of my 
ridership. I am blessed I am able to 
utilize the GoPass app, not everyone 
can. I am blessed that my stop in 
downtown Dallas is mere steps from 
my office building. 

Yes, I really do appreciate my overall 
DART experience. Nevertheless, to 
you Dallas Rapid Area Transit, I say 
you have plenty of room to improve 
your customer service. Now if I can 
only say in 500 – 600 words or less.

My Initial Experiences

I have utilized the DART train off 
and on for the last ten years, since 
May/June 2016 almost exclusively. 
In the previous 91/2 years, there 
were instances sprinkled here and 
there, that soured me on DART 

enough to discourage me from 
making it my primary mode of work 
transportation. The two (separate) 
instances at the top of the list: punks 
jumped men at one of the downtown 
stations after dark, both were beaten, 
one was robbed; one fought back 
didn’t lose any money but had to 
wear sunglasses temporarily. Being 
an ex-cop I strongly encouraged 
both to file a report after the fact, I 
even offered to go with them, both 
declined, the one robbed because he 
is an undocumented worker. Makes 
an ex-cop wonder if this is an isolated 
incident.

My Recent Experiences

Summer months 2016 (June - 
August): I get there early each day 
to park in a shaded area under a tree 
in parking lot across the street from 
trains, but typically was not able to. 
The day laborers get there early and 
take most of them. I guess they pay 
DART taxes too.

082416: A DART employee (wearing 
a DART uniform and the name tag 
McKinney) was apparently running 
late, honked at me while I was in the 
crosswalk (I can only presume I was 
walking too slow for him), sped into 
the parking lot, parked in a handicap 
spot, jumped out of the van, ran 
towards a bus that was leaving, and 

tried to flag it down. Not sure if he 
was successful.

Cooler months: Homeless riders 
are now almost a daily occurrence; 
they usually take up two seats lying 
across both of them sleeping. I get on 
at the Parker Rd Station; I can only 
assume they are boarding downtown 
somewhere because coming into 
Plano they are on the last train. 
Leaving they are on the first one. 
Once another passenger and I were 
commenting on the “sleeper” and she 
said, “I came up here from the next 
car because there are several asleep 
on it.” 

I am not heartless toward the 
homeless in cold weather, we all 
need a warm place to sleep, but when 
they are taking up two seats on an 
already crowded train, I feel DART 
police should intervene. Speaking 
of DART Police, I’ve texted them 
couple of times (about this issue) 
as the posted signs direct and I 
always get polite text replies asking 
pertinent questions. Where did I 
board? Which station am I now? 
Etc. But 45 minutes later when I 
arrived at a stop in FRONT OF THE 
DART BUILDING and no one had 
responded I realized they weren’t. 
 Well I’ve exceeded my 
word limit. Maybe next month “Part 
2”

DART Customer Service a Novel Idea 
By Ex Alba
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“God is Love” I have heard this so 
many times said by many preachers and 
people in the church. 
 I had never really analyzed 
what those words really mean.  Since 
I have gotten closer to the church and 
have been seeking more and more 
information about my faith this is what I 
have concluded and what I believe.   
 First, I believe in God the Father 
almighty creator of heaven and earth 
and I believe in his son Jesus Christ.  
Jesus was both man and God.  Yes, he 
had two natures.  Ok you ask why God 
needed to come to earth as a man, then 
suffer and die so harshly after being 
crucified. Well my friends he did that 
because he loves us. He had to show 
that Love by going through all that suf-
fering because that is the only way our 
little minds can be able to understand 
what real Love is. You see Adam and 
Eve’s sin of disobeying God doomed 
all humanity. Yep that one little sin was 
like a negative number in a formula that 
equaled us.  We were faulted humans 
not worthy to be united with God.  To 
fix that negative number in our human 
equation, another human who was God 
in the flesh had to come to the world to 
turn that negative into a positive thus 
allowing us to enter God’s positive 
kingdom.  Yes, he loves us that much.  
His human sacrifice made us worthy to 
be saved and not thrown into the fires 
of hell’s incinerator. (Boo! I hope that 
scared you!)  
 We still must do some things to 
enter God’s kingdom. God allowed us to 
start clean after being baptized as Chris-
tians. Then the journey thru life and all 
the things the devil tries to do to tempt 
us into corruption begins. God gave us 
one big hint on how to get thru life and 
all those traps that liar Satan is setting 
for us. The big hint is summed up in one 
word and that word is, “LOVE”.  
 So, if God is Love then to me 
that would mean the very Character of 
God is the state of Love. So, to be like 
him we must take on that same charac-
ter and that is to Love.  
 Ok so we love our spouses, we 
love our families, our friends.  That kind 

of love is great and easy to do.  Almost 
anyone can do that even the ungodly do 
it.  The hard thing to do is to love our 
neighbors, now that my friend is hard 
to do. We all know that, because some 
of our neighbors are hard to even like 
much less love.  And sometimes that 
person that walks by us well we don’t 
know them so how can we love them. 
They dress different, talk different, look 
different and not the sort of people you 
want to be around, etc. 
 As I go thru life wrestling the 
challenges that come at me trying to get 
into the love character, here is what I 
have figured out so far about love. There 
are many definitions of love. For this 
article, I will define it as” An intangible 
connection between two people that 
feels exceptionally good”. We have all 
been there.  When you are in that state 
of Love it sure feels good. 
 So how do we stay in that 
feel-good state?  For me it takes a lot of 
practice. I started by first changing my 
attitude towards all people.  I started 
greeting people as I walked by them, I 
became politer, more friendly, patient 
and just more outgoing.  All those 
actions on my part made me feel good. I 
found that most people respond with the 
same type of warm friendly greeting.  I 
showed love and in turn was also shown 
Love which made me feel good.  Now I 
am seeing other ways to show love and 
how to treat people good.  What I am 
finding out is I am building a Character 
which will equate to Love.  Man, life’s 
journey sure can be interesting.  A lot 
of times you are challenged to stay in 
that state of Love.  Especially when you 
find yourself in an environment of what 
seems like bulldogs snipping at you 
every day. Guess what, show them bull-
dogs some love they will change and 
then return that love. It works! That’s 
what I am finding out. It is a good place 
to be. Go out there and try it.

 Good luck and don’t let the big dog 
bite. 

Joe M. Govea, a devout Catholic 
whose duty is to evangelize  

“God is Love”, it’s a Character Builder

 Throughout time it seems as if the Confederate Flag has lost 
its true meaning; most people waving the flag claim it stands for 
southern pride. However, it is important to remember why this flag 
was created in the first place. Much like many southerners today, in 
1860 Jefferson Davis, the President of the Confederate States claimed 
the south was seceding over States Rights. The South felt the federal 
government had too much power over individual states. However, 
some southerners fail to mention the only right southerners were in 
fear of losing was the right to own another human being. No matter 
how hard anybody tries to downplay the true reason for the south 
succeeding from the Union, the facts are clear as day; it was all about 
slavery. 
 The documentation of the pure racism that drove the south to 
leave the Union is harsh to say the least. Southern Democrats often 
referred to President Lincoln as the “Black Republican”. The Vice 
president of the Confederate States was quoted saying slavery was the 
“immediate cause” of the Civil War and succeeding from the United 
States. Other states like South Carolina wrote in their Declaration of 
Immediate Causes of Succession, “increasing hostility on the part of 
the non- slave holding states to the institution of slavery” as part of 
their reason for leaving. Mississippi, leaving no question as to why 
they were succeeding, stating how preserving slavery is the reason for 
succeeding. 
 All the efforts of the Confederate army to preserve slavery 
proved fruitless, and on May 10, 1865 Jefferson Davis was captured 
by federal troops, then two days later Lee surrendered. Years after the 
Civil War had finally ended some confederate veterans began to give 
sugar coated ideas of States Rights being the reason why they fought 
in the Civil War. But, Nathan Bedford Forest a wealthy slave trader 
disregarded their reasoning and exclaimed how the only reason he 
fought was to “Keep his N** and other folks’ N**”, I cleaned up the 
quote but I am sure you get the picture. 
 There is too much evidence showing the true meaning of the 
confederate flag, and no matter how you try to spin it, it will always 
stand for hate and racism.

The Civil War and the 
Confederate Flag 
By Denise Jimenez
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 In a neighbor-
hood in the north side 
of Fort Worth, TX Lat-
in Express’ front man, 
Carlos Saenz mentors a 
young musician at The 
Latin Express’ music 
studio. 
 Filled with 
memorabilia, awards 
and an array of differ-
ent musical instruments 
the two-story studio 
is where En La Calle 
had the opportunity to 
speak with the 60-year-
old musician about the 
bands 43 years legacy. 
 “It looks like 
a music store doesn’t 
it,” Saenz says as he 
points out different 
instruments used by his 
students and band.  
 While the stu-
dio could be mistaken 
as a store, Saenz states 
that he makes little 
profit for the work he 
does at the studio, and 
none for the musical 
equipment.   
Saenz, a noticeable 
figure in the Hispanic 
community, says he 
makes it a purpose to 
not flaunt his many 
attributes and keeps 
a low-key persona, 
wearing his trademark 
sunglasses. 
 Saenz sunglass-
es are not just for style 
he says, but primarily 
for stage fright. Tipping 
his shades, Saenz says, 
“I was in a choir assem-

bly in school and broke 
my prescription glasses 
and a friend gave me 
the shades and I felt 
less scared of the crowd 
and more comfortable.”  
 Saenz explains 
his teacher at the as-
sembly did not approve 
of the shades but Saenz 
stubbornly stated he 
would not perform his 
lead in the assemblies’ 
choir without them.  
 “That’s how I 
got the shades,” Saenz 
says.  
 Over the years 
Saenz says that he is 
somewhat famous, but 
feels the band’s support 
by the Hispanic com-
munity and the many 
fans that have become 
friends — mostly his 
family — is more than 
enough support. 
 As Saenz de-
scribes the memorabilia 
throughout the studio 
he recalls the moments 
and experiences he 
has made over the 43 
years starting in the 
early 1970’s at a high 
school fundraiser dance 
at Trimble Tech High 
School. 
 “The fundraiser 
was like our first gig 
and ever since then we 
have been booking gigs 
to this day,” he said, 
“but I’m still shocked 
from the large crowds 
and support over the 
years.” 

 The self-taught 
musician gained more 
knowledge of different 
instruments and says 
that while he taught 
himself to play guitar, 
bass, piano and drums 
he first learned how to 
read music from the 
Encyclopedia and at-
tended Tarrant County 
College North East 
campus to learn more. 
 Saenz more 
than excelled in his 
musical studies and 
impressed many of his 
professors, he said. 
 “I remem-
ber my professor Dr. 
Matthews who taught 
musical theory saying 
some of the music I 
was writing he had 
never heard before, and 
I still use the musical 
technics I learned from 
Dr. Matthews,” Saenz 
said, “I attribute my 
style to Dr. Matthews.” 
 Over the years 
Saenz says The Latin 
Express has played any 
gig you could think of. 
 The band with 
their popularity have 
not only played for 
profit but have also 
played for many charity 
functions and recently 
brought in $14,000 for 
the Fort Worth ISD fine 
arts department. 
 In 2008 The 
Latin Express gained 
more attention when 
the band was inducted 

into the Tejano Music 
Hall of Fame. 
 “I would have 
been in disbelief if 
someone had told me 
the band would be cel-
ebrating 43 years,” he 
said. 
 Latin Express 
has been known to 
bring big crowds to any 
venue, but Saenz says 
the band recently drew 
in approximately 1,200 
fans at their Central 
Market gig. Unfortu-
nately the band was 
asked not to return due 
to what Saenz says was 
because of racial stereo-
typing. 
 Saenz continues 
his work mentoring 
students of all ages and 
expresses his belief in 
good work ethics to 
younger students. Saenz 
says he not only teaches 
good work ethics to his 
students but also to his 
own children whom he 
taught as well. 
 “I enjoy seeing 
my students succeed 
and more than over 

joyed and proud,” 
Saenz says he teaches 
his younger students 
to strive for bigger and 
better things. 
 Saenz says the 
band’s name is still 
growing while having 
played more venues to 
count and have toured 
numerous times, but 
recognition isn’t always 
easy to be attained. 
 “Latin Express 
are the most famous 
nobody’s you’ll ever 
know,” Saenz says 
laughing out loud. 
 Considering 

the bands success in 
the Latino community, 
not many venues have 
supported the band due 
to racial stereotypes, 
Saenz says. 
 While some 
patrons feel that Lat-
in music played at a 
primarily white venue 
is, “out of the norm.”  
Saenz says The Latin 
Express has made more 
than a name for itself 
and will continue to 
play the many venues 
and events they have in 
the past and as well the 
future. 

The Latin Legacy 
By Juan R Govea
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 The population of Texas around 
1800 was about 5,000. Mostly they were 
Mestizo, mixed Spanish and Indian.  
Most lived in South Texas.  There were a 
handful of Spaniard brought in from the 
Canary Island in 1731 to San Antonio.  
Above San Antonio extending beyond 
North Central Texas and North Texas 
there were thousands of Native Indians of 
every make and every model.  
 Texas was sparsely populated 
because Spaniards did not want to come 
to Texas.  Texas being as large as it is 
they could have grabbed as much land 
as they wanted to.  The Spaniards had 
heard about Indians and the harsh life in 
isolated Texas.  The Spaniards were not 
enticed by free land regardless of how 
big.  Americans on the other hand were 
hungry for land.  Texas above San Anto-
nio was available. 
 There were incursions into sover-
eign Spanish Territory.  The most notable 
were the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Zebulon Pike expedition to Colorado and 
by Philip Nolan who was killed by Span-
iards nearby in Bosque County.  Zebulon 
Pike fared better he was only imprisoned.  
Cajuns were sneaky enough to enter 
into Spanish Territory to trade rifles for 
furs.  They too were aware that if they 
were caught there would be consequenc-
es.  Philip Nolan’s marker states that his 
death led to the Texas Revolution.  This 
is a bit of a stretch.  The US was pos-
turing during this period trying to figure 
out how to take all the land west of the 
Mississippi.  The US interpretation of the 
Louisiana Purchase was that the purchase 
extended to the Rio Grande. 

 

 

 

 

 Monument marking the place 
where Philip Nolan was supposedly 
killed by Spaniards. 
 When Texas declared its indepen-
dence from Mexico in 1836 there were about 
40,000 Americans and 10,000 Tejanos in 
Texas a 10 to 1 ratio.  These are only esti-
mates.  All bells and whistles set aside about 
the event, Mexico refused to ratify the Trea-
ties of Velasco granting Texas its indepen-
dence because Santa Ana signed the treaties, 
one public and one secret, under coercion.  
 When the US annexed Texas it 
actually annexed a part of Mexico since 
Texas was still a part of Mexico, Mexico 
never having granted Texas its independence.  
There was an issue of the territorial limits of 
Texas.  The only way to resolve the issue was 
to have a war.  
 The Mexican American War in 1848 
settled forever the question of who owned 
Texas and its territorial limits. The US sent 
troops to Mexico knowing that Mexican sov-
ereignty was being violated.  The Mexican 
military attacked the US troops and the war 
was on. 
 The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
did basically four things; 1.  It legitimized 
the annexation of Texas by the US.  2.  It 
granted American citizenship to those Texas 
Mexicans (Tejanos) that wanted to remain in 
the conquered land.  3.  It granted ownership 
of land owned by Tejanos under Spanish 
rule.  4.  The US purchased land claimed by 
Mexico north and west of Texas.  
 The saying goes “to the victor 
belong the spoils” and the US got what it 
wanted.  Manifest Destiny became a reality, 
the US from coast to coast.  The US com-
pensated Mexico fifteen million dollars for 
all the territory west and north of Texas.

Felix Alvarado

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

 After the election was decided back in November of 2008, I 
kept a promise to dance in the street with my wife. Not sure if any of our 
neighbors saw us, our young granddaughter Denise shared the celebration 
shared with us that night. We also danced around the Obama sign we had 
just put out that night, I know it was the only one in our block and maybe 
the whole neighborhood. 
 It certainly was not because I was ashamed of supporting Obama 
or was somehow wanted to be sure I was backing a winner. Like so many 
bandwagon fans of winning teams do. No, the reason was I had learned 
my lesson of being careful when I had a bumper that said Meanness is not 
a family value when the Republicans were pushing how they were the 
party that stood for family values. I was flipped off and cussed at several 
times on my maiden voyage with my new sticker. The sticker came off, 
not because I feared those idiots but because I was worried my car might 
get damaged by those cowards. I only had one car then and I needed it 
for work. I will say though the people I encounter on my trip proved my 
stickers point. Around that same time, I saw a sticker on an old pickup 
truck that read “If I had known this I would have picked my own dam 
cotton.” 
 Once Obama was elected the negative and downright ugly 
stickers got worse, unfortunately I soon became to accept as an everyday 
norm. On the night of the election I was proud of our country, somehow, 
I thought we had grown as a nation and that maybe just maybe bigotry 
would become a thing of the past. Well it did not and certainly we all 
know it reared its ugly head in this Presidential election, however as Presi-
dent Obama reminded us in his Farewell speech, hope is not lost. 
 No one person can represent hope for us and no one person can 
take it away and as Michelle said “When they go low we will go high” I 
truly believe this to be true and yes, the sun will come out tomorrow and 
when it rains it rains on the just and unjust the same. To believe in fairness 
and human decency is still one of the most important values to possess. 
We may need to talk a little louder in the coming years to ensure that is not 
lost, but I have hope that in the end our values will prevail. 
 Last I just want to thank President Obama and the first family for 
making me personally proud to be a citizen of this great country. I wish 
them all well and pray that they continue to work for progress and unity 
for all of us. As we all must do.

By A. Govea 

Farewell to The First 
Family, A Real Class Act
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 There have been at least 3 efforts to name a street for Cesar Chavez, in Fort Worth 
Texas. And I have been involved in all but still no Cesar Chavez Ave, the latest effort is an 
attempt to rename Northside Drive to Cesar Chavez Drive. I thought it would be a slam 
dunk to use a basketball term, (Pero No!). My question is “Why the hell not”. The follow-
ing is a short list of the objections; 
 He was not from Fort Worth or even Texas, An older guy said; “I am afraid I 
will get lost if sign changes; “It was Northside Drive and I will see that it stays that until I 
die”; and perhaps maybe the dumbest was given by a candidate for a city council seat in 
Northside “It is the only street named for a geographical area in Fort Worth” The current 
city councilman for Northside said he would support the issue initially, but I have not heard 
back from him anymore. I am sad to say but that is an old tactic, keep stalling and they will 
forget about it. Naming one of the new bridges for him, has been offered but that is like 
settling for crumbs when you should be able to get steak. To me that is an insult to Cesar’s 
memory and a lack of respect for the Latino Community in Fort Worth. 
 The reason our group (Hispanic Caucus and a couple of LULAC groups) chose 
Northside Drive for this honor, at least I think is because of the visibility. Residents and 
visitors would be exiting Cesar Chavez Drive off IH35 and because of the still highly 
Hispanic population of this area, plus the area is highly visited by tourists. I believed this 
would be a source of pride for our community and an opportunity to educate our young 
and others about the importance of this great American Hero. Our group wanted for Cesar 
Chavez to have the same respect (A freeway exit) as in Dallas, Austin, Houston and other 
cities that have shown him and our community the respect he and we deserve. 
 Now some people have also pointed out that we have bigger concerns/issues to 
worry about. Like what the Trump administration may do to hurt voting rights and other 
laws that were passed to ensure a level playing field for all. I get that and that is something 
that will also be addressed at upcoming meeting, however our community needs a victory 
that that is visible and is long overdue Cesar Chavez Drive! 
By A. Govea

If you are willing to stand up for your community and take real action, we need your voice 
at our Saturday February 18th 9.00am Breakfast meeting. (Space will be limited to 30 
people to RSVP email goveaalberto215@yahoo.com or call 817-797-4015)

Why We Can’t’ Support 
Cesar Chavez Avenue

 
 Women have struggled with equal rights throughout American History, 
but the Suffrage Movement sprouted from the Abolition Movement of the 1830s. 
Abolitionist like Sojourner Truth, a former slave most known for her “Ain’t I a 
Woman speech” gave women speaking and writing opportunities on behalf of 
slaves. Then finally in 1848, the first US Women’s Rights Convention was held 
in Seneca Falls, New York.  
 Since then, women have acquired new rights, from earning the right to 
vote in 1920, the right to have equal opportunity for work and school in 1967, 
and even the right to not be discriminated against for being pregnant in 1979.  
  Now in 2017 things have come to a head, possibly stemming 
from the tapes leaked in 2016 of President Trump making disturbing remarks 
regarding him using sexual harassment to entice women for a date. Trump 
supporters excused this odd behavior as “locker room talk” but I would consider 
that more of an alternative fact. In addition to the horrendous words spoken on 
that tape, Trump became widely known for berating women, specifically Hillary 
Clinton throughout the 2016 Presidential Election. He often interrupted Clinton 
during debates with crude; sometimes unintelligible remarks. Trump also made 
his stance on abortion clear when he revealed how some people in the Republi-
can party believed women should be punished for having abortions. These are 
just few of the actions and words Donald Trump has done to invite criticism from 
women, and feminist organizations around the world. 
 Donald Trump won the presidency despite losing the popular vote by 
almost 3 million. His Inauguration had a less then desirable turnout and although 
exact numbers have not been released, it has been estimated that over 200,000 at-
tended. It seems as if people were saving their energy for something much bigger. 
 January 21, 2016 marked one of the largest demonstrations in United 
States History, with an estimated amount of over 2 million attending. The Wom-
en’s March was not only happening in the United States, but around the world 
From London to Tokyo; over 5 million women and men were marching for 
equality. And Fort Worth did not let this moment pass without making some noise 
of our own. Thanks to Leah Price Suasnovar a Fort Worth Citizen who realized 
there was no march happening at home; decided to organize one herself. Citizens 
were now given a platform to express their concern and love for their country.  
Starting at the Tarrant County Courthouse, over 2,000 women, men, children and 
even my grandparents made their way through the streets of Fort Worth. Along-
side the rest of the world, Fort Worth citizens showed their support for women 
everywhere. 
 Now we must remember, action does not stop at demonstrations; no mat-
ter how impressive. Women’s March on Washington has put together a 10-step 
plan to influence change and step 1 is to send your Senator a postcard expressing 
your concerns. Following your first action, it is important to stay informed and 
involved with your community. 
 If the Women’s March showed us anything, it demonstrated the intense 
solidarity that American citizens do have with one another and all hope is not lost.

Women’s March on Fort Worth
By Denise Jimenez



 No matter where she 
lived she always found a spot 
for a small garden. Depending 
what the paydays were like in 
the Spring and Summer, that was 
what determined what was plant-
ed. If it was a good month, there 
was money for seed packets and 
the special trip down to the inver-
nadero for flowers like geranios, 
lirios, dedos, and small potted yer-
ba buena, matas de tomates and 
chile. The soil was fertilized with 
egg shells and coffee grounds 
which were always plentiful. Such 
were the unforgettable recollec-
tions of someone with an abuelita 
that encouraged her nietos to have 
a small garden.  
 According to research, 
vivid childhood memories of 
gardening are an indicator that 
a child continues to garden into 
adulthood. The latest census 
shows that 80% of Americans 
live in urban areas. Those living 
in rural areas are more likely 
to be exposed to seedtime and 
harvesting through large scale and 
commercial gardening. Children 
in urban areas and especially in 
inner cities many times lack expe-
rience with gardening. There are 
many benefits of getting children 
involved in gardening especially 
when they have limited exposure 
and lack opportunities to plant and 
tend a garden firsthand. 
 Working with the soil 
itself is loaded with learning 
opportunities. Gardeners quickly 
learn that soil is for planting. Dirt 
is what is tracked into a house 
with bottoms of shoes. Soil is a 
complex ecosystem that offers an 
amazing demonstration of science 
applied to the practical. It con-
tains inorganic minerals, water, 
air, organic matter from dead and 
decaying plants and animals, and 
an abundance of living organisms, 
ranging in size from microscopic 
bacteria and fungi to earthworms, 

niños de la tierra, arachnids, 
moles, and even garden snakes. 
Children can observe and watch 
the effect of good soil versus poor 
soils on different kinds of plants. 
Junior gardeners can use trial and 
error techniques to determine 
which plants are hardy and appro-
priate for their neighborhood and 
climate. 
 There are many online 
resources for finding activities 
and information for planning and 
planting a garden whether it be on 
the ground or in pots. One helpful 
website is KidsGardening.org. 
The group is a non-profit that en-
courages parents to motivate their 
children to plant and tend a garden 
citing numerous benefits to the 
child and to the family. Among 
the many advantages, gardening 
teaches patience, responsibility, 
love and good stewardship of the 
earth and the effects of toxins on 
food sources. Hands on activities 
can show kids how the elements 
of soil, sun, rain, heat, cold affect 
the growing of plants and intro-
duces them to the innumerable 
varieties of plants in nature. Gar-
dens can enhance scientific study 
and bring science into a practical 
realm.  A simple garden activity 
undertaken by children and their 
families can teach healthy eating 
habits. KidsGardening.org offers 
resources to teach which healthy 
vegetables can be grown in what 
season and “how a plant goes 
from seed to plate.” It introduces 
kids to valuable research skills 
that are sure to be used in their ac-
ademic future. The questions that 
are sparked from planning and 
placing seeds and plants into the 
soil ecosystem are countless and 
each inquiry can be researched 
together as a family using the 
Internet or visiting the library. If 
a child finds that gardening has 
revealed a dormant talent, there 
are careers to be had and academ-

ic studies to pursue to enhance the 
spark of interest which can sprout 
out of involvement in planting 
and tending a simple garden.  
 In this electronic age, 
parents have to be intentional in 
trying to get kids outdoors and 
intentional in creating a time for 
meaningful family connection. 
The time that is spent in a garden 
helps promote communication 
skills. Furthermore, studies show 
that when children have contact 
with soil during activities like 
digging and planting, they have 
improved moods and decreased 
anxiety. Adults who garden for re-
laxation and emotional well-being 
can personally attest to the results 
of these studies. The child’s 
self-esteem is boosted every time 
one of the vegetables eaten at 
family mealtimes is something 
that was grown in the family gar-
den which he or she helped tend. 
 A PBS program discusses 
how gardening affects the child’s 
brain, body, and soul mentions the 
“hygiene hypothesis,” a theory 
that a lack of childhood exposure 
to germs actually increases a 
child’s susceptibility to diseases 
like asthma, allergies and autoim-
mune conditions. Some parents 
may not think it is healthy for 
children to handle soil and get 
dirty while gardening but it may 
actually strengthen a child’s im-
munity and overall health. 
 Studies and programs 
have documented the benefits of 
family gardening. The research 
was non-existent when some of us 
were children. We just happened 
to have someone like an abuelita 
who introduced us to the healthy 
practice. It’s amazing how much 
knowledge we acquired. Even 
more amazing is how little others 
know because they didn’t have 
the privilege of having a family 
garden as part of their childhood 
experiences. 
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Benefits for Children in Simple Gardening 
By Linda Carrasco  One of the most discussed topics discussed 

this election season is Fake News and Russian hack-
ing of the presidential election.  Cloak and dagger 
games have a long history.  The objective was always 
to get the upper hand on the opponent.  The Romans 
were masters at psychological warfare or propaganda 
as it is often called.  They could scare an enemy into 
submission without a fight.  Hacking is the modern 
equivalent.  Putin being a former KGB agent learned 
these psychological games well.  We play the same 
games.  We just did not have Assange on our side.  In 
the Army, we used to call these games “brainwash-
ing.” 
 And except for Trump, intelligence agen-
cies and the military, the rest of America is ignorant 
of psychological warfare or brainwashing even 
though the advertising that you see in TV is a form 
of brainwashing, sound bites or framing.  So, answer 
the question, “how many times have you gone to the 
store and bought something that you saw advertised 
on TV?”  
 What was different about Russian hacking 
this time was that the intent was to influence the 
outcome of America’s presidential election.  As an 
astute leader Putin looked at the election and deter-
mined that he preferred one candidate over the other 
one.  And he set out to get his preferred candidate 
elected that being Trump.  We all heard of Trump’s 
accusation of rigged elections.  The Russians released 
information damaging to Hillary daily.  Information 
that Trump used in his speeches.  His involvement 
worked.  We will never know how many Americans 
changed their vote based on the leaked information.  
The information was intended to sway public opin-
ion.  Judging from the crowds that attended his rallies 
and the chants of “build the wall” plus many more 
brainwashing worked. 
 All this is important because America is not 
just the 50 states.  It is the 50 states plus countless 
treaties and agreements that we have with other 
countries including the United Nations.  All arrange-
ments that we have ever made with the rest of the 
world were intended to make America safer and 
stronger.  If it benefitted the other party, it was just a 
coincidence.  
 Enter Meryl Streep and Donald Trump.  She 
criticized him at a Hollywood awards ceremony.  He 
replies insulting her.  We live in a world of sound 
bites.  His followers must hear from him that he is 
the winner and those that did not vote for him are 
losers.  We do live in a precariously balanced world 
and Trump’s attitude can disturb that balance.  It is up 
to Congress to step up to the plate and reign in this 
out of control person.  Trump stands to learn from a 
Spanish saying “en boca cerrada mosca no entra.”  
Sometimes it is best to keep mouth shut.  

Felix Alvarado

Editor

Fake News and Such
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Tratado de Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  
 
 La población de Texas alrededor 
de 1800 era como 5.000.  Su mayoría 
eran Mestizo, mezcla española e indio.  
La mayoría vivían en el sur de Texas. 
Había un puñado de españoles traídos de 
las Islas Canarias en 1731 a San Anto-
nio.  Por encima de San Antonio que se 
extiende más allá del Norte Central de 
Texas y del norte de Texas había miles 
de indios de cada marca y cada mod-
elo.  
 Texas estaba escasamente po-
blada porque los españoles no quieren 
venir a Texas. Texas es tan grande que 
podrían haber agarrado tanta tierra 
como ellos quisieran. Los españoles 
habían oído hablar de indios y la dura 
vida en Texas aislada. Los españoles 
no fueron atraídos por tierra no impor-
ta el tamaño de la parcela. Por el otro 
lado los americanos estaban hambri-
entos de tierra. Toda la tierra en Texas 
por encima de San Antonio estaba 
disponible.   Hubo incur-
siones en territorio español soberano 
por los americanos. Los más notables 
fueron la expedición de Lewis y Clark, 
expedición de Zebulon Pike Colorado 
y por Philip Nolan, quien fue matado 
por los españoles alrededor del Conda-
do de Bosque. A Zebulon Pike le fue 
mejor sólo fue encarcelado. Los Caju-
nos fueron lo suficientemente astutos 
para entrar en territorio español hacer 
comercio con los indios cambiándoles 
rifles para pieles. También eran consci-
entes de que si eran atrapados habría 
consecuencias. Según el marcador que 
indica más a menos donde mataron a 
Philip Nolan que su muerte condujo 
a la revolución de Texas. Esto es una 
exageración.   La postura de los Estados 
Unidos durante este período se trataba de 
averiguar cómo arrebatar toda la tierra al 
oeste del Mississippi. La interpretación 
de los Estados Unidos de la compra de 
Luisiana fue que la compra se extendia 
hasta el Río Grande.  

 Monumento que marca el lugar 
donde Philip Nolan fue supuestamente 
asesinado por los españoles. 
 Cuando Texas declaró su inde-
pendencia de México en 1836 había cer-
ca de 40.000 estadounidenses y 10.000 
Tejanos en Texas una proporción de 10 
a 1. Estas son sólo estimaciones. Todas 
las campanas y silbatos apartar sobre el 
evento, México se negó a ratificar los 
tratados de Velasco concede a Texas su 
independencia porque Santa Ana firmó 
los tratados, uno público y uno secreto 
bajo coacción. 
 Cuando los Estados Unidos 
anexó Texas realmente anexó parte de 
México ya quee Texas era aún parte 
de México, México nunca le conce-
dio a Texas su independencia. Hubo 
un problema de los límites territori-
ales de Texas. La única manera de 
resolver el problema era una guerra.  
 La guerra mexicana en 1848 
instaló para siempre la cuestión quien 
era el dueño de Texas y sus límites 
territoriales. Estados Unidos envio 
tropas a México sabiendo que iban 
a violar la soberanía mexicana. El 
ejército mexicano atacó a las tropas 
de Estados Unidos y la guerra sigio.  
 El Tratado de Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo hizo básicamente cuatro cosas; 
1. se legitimó la anexión de Texas por 
Estados Unidos. 2. concedió la ciu-
dadanía estadounidense a los mexi-
canos de Texas (Tejanos) que querían 
permanecer en la tierra conquistada. 
3. concedió los dueños legítimos de 
la propiedad bajo regla española eran 
los Tejanos. 4. los Estados Unidos 
adquirieron terrenos reclamados por 
México al norte y oeste de Texas. 
 El dicho “para el vencedor 
pertenece el botín” y Estados Unidos 
consiguieron lo quería. Destino mani-
fiesto se convirtió en una realidad, los 
Estados Unidos de costa a costa. Esta-
dos Unidos pago a México 15 millones 
de dólares por todo el territorio oeste y el 
norte de Texas.  
Felix Alvarado 
Editor



Nuestra Voz De North Texas 12

 
By Manuel Espino

A medida que 
llega la temporada de 
impuestos, hay algunas 
deducciones, créditos 
y cambios con los que 
cada contribuyente debe 
familiarizarse. Aquellos 
que acaban de comprar 
una casa o están en los 
primeros años probable-
mente pagarán más in-
terés contra principal en 
el préstamo hipotecario. 
El interés es deducible 
en las primeras casas, 
residencias secundarias 
y tiempo compartido. 
Además, los impuestos 
sobre bienes raíces y el 
seguro hipotecario de 
primas, mejor conocido 
como PMI, son todos 
deducibles de impuestos. 
La mayoría de la gente 
olvida que el PMI es de-
ducible al hacer la forma 
detallada. Además, los 
impuestos de registro 
de automóviles y los 
impuestos generales de 
ventas son deducibles 
de impuestos. Para 
la deducción general 
del impuesto sobre las 
ventas, el contribuyente 
puede reclamar la deduc-
ción con los ingresos 
fiscales totales de ventas 
para el año o calcular 
el resultado a través de 
la calculadora de im-
puestos del Servicio de 
Rentas Internas (IRS). Si 
el contribuyente compró 
artículos caros como 
un automóvil nuevo o 

un barco, entonces él 
o ella puede reclamar 
el impuesto de ven-
tas adicional para esa 
cantidad además de la 
que se da sobre la base 
de los ingresos y el 
número de miembros 
en el hogar. Junto con 
los impuestos, la gente 
puede deducir efectivo o 
cheques donados a una 
iglesia. La iglesia puede 
y debe proporcionar una 
carta o declaración de 
todas las donaciones, 
incluyendo los diezmos, 
al final del año. Con las 
deducciones anteriores, 
un contribuyente debe 
exceder la Deducción 
Estándar y reclamar es-
tas Deducciones Articu-
ladas para un reembolso 
óptimo o una menor 
obligación tributaria. 
 El crédito más 
comúnmente perdido es 
el crédito de, conocido 
más comúnmente como 
el crédito de EIC. Este es 
un crédito reembolsable 
que puede ser reclama-
do por contribuyentes 
solteros o casados   con 
cantidades variables, 
dependiendo del núme-
ro de hijos. Algunos 
preparadores de impues-
tos ingresan los datos 
y responden incorrect-
amente a la sección 
de diligencia del EIC, 
negando así a sus clien-
tes un crédito legítimo 
debido. Sin embargo, los 
contribuyentes que no 
son residentes legales o 
no residentes no pueden 

reclamar este crédito 
si un contribuyente o 
cónyuge está incluido en 
la declaración. Sin em-
bargo, aún califican para 
el Crédito Tributario por 
Hijos, que es $ 1,000 por 
niño en la mayoría de los 
casos. 
 Para el año 
tributario 2016, el IRS 
está demorando en 
pagar la porción de EIC 
del reembolso de un 

contribuyente y Crédito 
Tributario por Hijos 
Adicional hasta el 15 de 
febrero, por lo que mil-
lones de contribuyentes 
recibirán cantidades de 
reembolso parcial. La 
forma más rápida de re-
cibir un reembolso es de-
positarlo en una cuenta 
bancaria. Un contribuy-
ente puede revisar su 
estado de reembolso en 
www.irs.gov y hacer clic 

en la pestaña “¿Dónde 
está mi reembolso?”. 
Muchos negocios como 
H & R Block, Jack-
son-Hewitt y Liberty 
Tax ofrecen Préstamos 
de Anticipación de Re-
embolso que permiten 
al contribuyente recibir 
entre  $500 a $1500 por 
adelantado para que la 
espera por la porción de 
EIC no represente una 
mayor dificultad finan-

ciera. Sin embargo, estos 
lugares pueden cobrar. 
 $500 o más 
cuando se incluyen las 
tarifas bancarias, las 
tarifas de transmisión 
electrónica y las tarifas 
de preparación. El con-
tribuyente debe ser dili-
gente para preguntar lo 
que él / ella está pagando 
y que el preparador de 
impuestos es transpar-
ente con los honorarios.

 Los contribuyentes deben informarse sobre las deducciones y créditos Frecuentemente  
perdidos y nuevos cambios en las leyes tributarias

Información sobre los límites del Crédito por Ingreso del Trabajo, el Crédito Máximo 
y Novedades en la Ley Tributaria para 2016 
El ingreso del trabajo y el ingreso bruto ajustado (AGI, por sus siglas en inglés) deben ambos ser 

menos de:

Si su estado civil es: Hijos calificados reclamados
Cero Uno Dos Tres o más

Soltero, Cabeza de 
Familia o Viudo(a)

$14,880 $39,296 $44,648 $47,955

Casado que presenta 
declaración conjunta

$20,430 $44,846 $50,198 $53,505

Cantidades máximas del crédito

Las cantidades máximas del crédito para el año tributario 2016:
·	 $6,269 si tiene tres o más hijos calificados

·	 $5,572 si tiene dos hijos calificados

·	 $3,373 si tiene sólo un hijo calificado

·	 $506 si no tiene hijos calificados 
Source:  www.irs.gov
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By Manuel Espino 
 As the tax season arrives 
there are some deductions, cred-
its, and changes with which every 
taxpayer should become famil-
iar.  Those that have just bought a 
house or are in the first years will 
likely be paying mostly interest 
versus principal on the mortgage 
loan.  Real estate interest is de-
ductible on first homes, secondary 
homes, and timeshares.  In addi-
tion, real estate taxes and premium 
mortgage insurance, better known 
as PMI, are all tax deductible.  
Most people forget that PMI is 
deductible when itemizing.  In 
addition, car registration taxes 
and general sales taxes are tax 
deductible.  For the general sales 
tax deduction, the taxpayer can 

claim the deduction with the total 
sales tax receipts for the year or 
calculate the result via the IRS tax 
calculator.  If the taxpayer bought 
expensive items like a new car or 
boat, then he or she may claim the 
additional sales tax for that amount 
in addition to the one given based 
on income and number of mem-
bers in the household.  Along with 
taxes, people can deduct cash or 
checks donated to a church.  The 
church can and should provide a 
letter or statement of all donations, 
including tithes, at the end of the 
year.  With the above deductions, a 
taxpayer should exceed the Stan-
dard Deduction and claim these 
Itemized Deductions for an opti-
mal refund or lower tax liability.

The most commonly 
missed credit is the Earned In-

come Tax Credit, more com-
monly known as the EIC credit.  
This is a refundable credit that 
can be claimed by single or mar-
ried taxpayers with at varying 
amounts, depending on the number 
of children.  Some tax preparers 
enter the data and answer the EIC 
Due Diligence section incorrectly, 
thereby denying their clients of a 
legitimate credit they were due.  
Nevertheless, taxpayers that are not 
legal residents or nonresidents can-
not claim this credit if a taxpayer 
or spouse is included in the return.  
However, they still qualify for the 
Child Tax Credit, which is $1,000 
per child in most cases. 

For tax year 2016 the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
is holding the EIC portion of a 
taxpayer’s refund and Additional 

Child Tax Credit until February 
15, so millions of taxpayers will 
receive partial refund amounts.  
The fastest way to receive a refund 
is to have it deposited into a check-
ing account.  A taxpayer can check 
his/her refund status on www.irs.
gov and click on the “Where’s My 
Refund?” tab.  Many businesses 
like H&R Block, Jackson-Hewitt, 
and Liberty Tax offer Refund 
Anticipation Loans that allow the 
taxpayer to receive between $500 
and $1500 up front so the wait for 
EIC portion does not pose a bigger 
financial hardship.  However, these 
places can charge $500 or more per 
return when bank fees, electronic 
transmission fees, and preparation 
fees are included.  

The taxpayer should be diligent to ask what he/she is paying for and that the 
tax preparer is transparent with fees. 
Earned Income and AGI Limits 
Earned income and adjusted gross income (AGI) must each be less than:

If fil-
ing...

Qualifying Children Claimed
Zero One Two Three or more

Single, 
Head of 
House-
hold or 
Wid-
owed

$15,010 $39,617 $45,007 $48,340

Mar-
ried 

Filing 
Jointly

$20,600 $45,207 $50,597 $53,930

Maximum Credit Amounts

The maximum amount of credit for Tax Year 2017 is:
·	 $6,318 with three or more qualifying children

·	 $5,616 with two qualifying children

·	 $3,400 with one qualifying child

·	 $510 with no qualifying children.  

Source:  www.irs.gov

Taxpayers Should Wise Up for Commonly Missed Deductions, Credits 
& New Tax Law Changes
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 He is the populist candidate. 
 This is a return trip for Steve 
Thornton.  He ran last time barely 
losing the election to the incumbent.  
The close election led him to believe 
that he had been robbed a little.  In his 
words in a firefighter’s words “Fire-
fighter’s finish the task.”.  That is why 
he is running.  To finish the task. 
 Steve Thornton believes in 
the status quo but he is not running as 

a rubber stamp for city hall.  He feels 
that the neighborhood has been forgot-
ten and neglected too long and needs 
better representation.  He is commit-
ted to be a part of the community and 
“Make my barrio better place to live.” 
 Steve Thornton moved to 
North Texas from San Antonio to at-
tend North Texas State University.  He 
got his degree in History specializing 
in Pre-Colombian History.  He became 

a teacher but left to follow his wife to 
Fort Worth.  He got into the restau-
rant business.  To pursue his dream of 
getting a Master’s Degree he left the 
business and became a firefighter for 
the city of Fort Worth.  Being from the 
West Side of San Antonio and bi-lin-
gual he was a natural fit to serve the 
people of the North Side.  
 Steve Thornton a product of 
the “Robin Hood” schools is acutely 

aware of the necessity of children 
growing up with positive role mod-
els. He supports naming a street after 
Cesar Chavez.  Commemorating his 
accomplishments gives our children 
the opportunity and pride to celebrate 
our heroes just as we do the many 
other great heroes in our society.

By Felix Alvarado 
Editor

Steve Thornton Candidate for Fort Worth City Council District 2

Teaching 
life Skills
By Alfredo Sanchez 
 As school’s struggle to keep 
up with teaching the latest technology 
and making sure students master all 
the state test requirements, one im-
portant class has been eliminated from 
the school curriculum.   Schools have 
stopped teaching life skills to our chil-
dren.  I believe that life skills should be 
taught at home but with many single 
parent or both parents working there is 
little time for parents to teach life skills 
at home.  Some parents don’t have life 
skills so how can they teach something 
they don’t know.  Teaching life skills 
at school will break the cycle at home.   
Many life skills, that earlier generations 
took for granted, many young people 
have no clue how to perform.   So, 
what are life skills?  Teaching life skills 

would include teaching the following 
to students:  balancing a check book, 
budgeting for a house hold, cleaning the 
house, washing clothes, minor repairs 
around the house and automobile, 
cooking, sewing, reading labels 
on food products, saving coupons, 
writing resumes, raising a garden, 
trimming trees around the house, 
help parents manage the house, etc. 
This is only a very small list of life 
skills teachers could develop a much 
more inclusive list.   Along with 
having to know how to read or write 
young people need to know how to 
complete tasks that are part of ev-
eryday life.  For example, it does not 
matter how much a person earns if 
he/she does not know how to budget 
the earnings.   A person that does 
not know how to budget will strug-
gling financially.  Teaching life skills 
should be brought back to the school 
curriculum and made mandatory for 
all students.  It should start with mid-
dle school.  Parents should demand 
this for their children.  

We Can Look Over Your 2014 and 2015 Tax Year Returns. Nuestra Voz 
Readers Special of $100 in Most Cases.

(Schedule C and Tax Prep Fees Out of Check Are Additional).
http://expertoincometax.com/343000
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That was the rally call coming from the Cowboys and their fans, it even 
became a popular hashtag. However as with many made up calls to 
action it met a premature death in the 4th quarter with about 5 seconds 
left in the game. 
 It was not that our home team did not fight hard, they gave it 
their all or at least all they had. But when you are playing against a fu-
ture first ballot Hall of Fame Quarterback on a hot streak fighting hard 
sometimes is not enough. Aaron Rodgers went 24 of 38 for 356 yards 
with 2 TDs, he also had one passed picked off. However, in the end it 
did not matter as the Cowboy defense had no real answers to his pun-
ishing onslaught. It was like a hot knife cutting through butter and then 
placed in a tortilla but that’s another story. 
 Our Boy wonders Dak and Zek put up a brave fight, in addition 
Dez had one of his best games in a long time. Dak went 24 of 38 for 
302 yards, 3 TDs and one pick, he was a little wobbly at the start of 
game and when they went down 21 to 3 the Romo calls started. Well at 
least in my home, Troy Aikman also made a passing reference to that 
possibility also. Zek ran for 125 yards, Dez had 9 catches for 132 yards 
and 2 TDs. When you look at all these numbers you would think it 
would equal a win, (Pero No) it was not to be. 
 So, what happened? Simple answer Aaron Rodgers and I think 
the coaching staff had an off day as well. The offensive coordinator 
could be blamed for the dumbest penalty I ever heard of, when Brice 
Butler was given a 15-yard penalty for being unsportsmanlike. This was 
because he was in the huddle but then ran off and was not in play. Per 
the rules if you join the huddle or are even with listening distance you 
must participate in that play. Now I did not know that, but I am not an 
NFL coordinator, someone on the coaching staff should have known 
that. Just like the defense coach should have known that if you are 
going to change out player on 3rd and short against Rodgers chances are 
he will catch that, run a play and presto! You get caught with too many 
men on the field. 
 The winner of dumb calls though, came when the Cowboys 
had just gotten a first, thanks to a Dak to Witten at the Green Bay 40. 
So, they now they had a fresh set of downs on the 40 with time for the 
go ahead TD But instead of having four plays they basically wound up 
with 3 when Dak was asked to spike the ball to stop the clock. This not 
only hurt their chance for a possible touchdown and they had to settle 
for a game tying field goal, it also left about 40 seconds on the clock. 
Even then, had just run one more play it might have prevented Rodgers 
from having the time to lead his team to a winning field goal to make it 
Green Bay 34 Cowboys 31. So, that’s it, no more, No Mas, Fin the end, 
it’s going to be a long off-season again.

By A. Govea

Finish the 
Fight!
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