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Letter from the Editor
 In the Trump Administration, we have the most prevaricating administration 
in my lifetime.  His administration has the veracity of certain hygiene articles.  You 
should not wonder how this is possible, elections have consequences and you have liv-
ing proof.  There is a 36% of the population that know he is lying and it does not matter 
to them, he is their hero, the man who got elected on bringing down minorities.  Which 
also proves that racism is alive and well in America.  Civil Rights Laws that were sup-
posed to rid the city of racism only made it go underground.  Still there, but not visible.  
 But America is too big.  Let’s bring the topic of racism to Fort Worth.  Fort 
Worth has been just as racist as any other part of America.  With the South devastated 
after the end of the Civil War Southern Rebs needed a place to call home.  Land was 
plentiful in North Texas so made a beeline here.  They also brought their racism with 
them.  
 Racism practiced by the KKK was against African Americans and here in 
Texas against Mexican Americans also.  This brand of racism was raw.  Prosecuting 
culprits was not easy.   Prosecutors could suffer the same fate as the prosecuted.  Fort 
Worth history of racism is on display at the abandoned Ellis Pecan Factory building 
North Main in the Northside.  Perhaps the KKK felt the growing Mexican American 
population of the Northside posed a problem to the White Supremacy of Fort Worth.  
Oakwood and Pilgrims Cemeteries have confederate flag reminders of the Civil War 
as if North Texas had been a major actor in the Civil War.  The biggest threat to North 
Texas was not the Yankees but the Comanches.  
 I spent too many years with Southern Whites to believe that these flags have 
anything to do with heritage.  As one of my fellow soldiers told me one day, “Felix, in 
Louisiana, Mexicans are the same as N***.  But with you I will make an exception, 
you come visit me and I will introduce you to all my friends.”  I did not take him up on 
his offer. 
 It is in this ambience that United Fort Worth was born.  The so called “Fort 
Worth Way” is the “Wrong Way.”  Born to fight against the so called “Show me your 
papers law. The group has a wide spectrum of community support.  It is an awesome 
political machine. 
 “If we look around some areas have prospered well.  Others like the Northside, 
Eastside and Southside parents send their children to substandard education facilities.  
Crowded classroom conditions are fixed by buying another mobile home.  All is not 
well with the Fort Worth Way.  Fort Worth has long needed a group like United Fort 
Worth.  It is up to us in the community to stand up and support this courageous group 
of folks that are fighting for all Fort Worth. 
 As a teacher at Trimble Tech HS I taught mostly 9th graders World Geography.  
I had a set of twins in one of my classes.  They were a pure joy.  I really loved having 
them in my class.  Intelligent, jovial, alert until one day.  They came into my class and 
they were not the same two girls I was used to seeing every morning.  I asked them 
what was wrong.  They explained to me that the night before immigration had come to 
their home and taken their father away to deport him.  He was on parole and the day 
of his parole he was gone.  These two little girls were now homeless without father or 
mother.  
 Do I support SB4?  I don’t.  I believe it is intended to be discriminatory.  It has 
nothing to do with crime.  There is some truth to America being the land of opportunity.  
Maybe that is why immigrants come here legal and undocumented.  I believe that it is 
everyone’s responsibility to obey our laws, Americans, legal immigrants and undocu-
mented immigrants.  As far as criminals are concerned, if you break the law, you go to 
jail or you go home.  Every member of the clergy should preach in every sermon, every 
service, if you are undocumented, have children, don’t get into trouble.  The clergy 
should take a bigger role in solving some of our social issues.  
 There is a Way to fix the Fort Worth Way.  Vote.  We cannot allow the estab-
lishment to make decisions for us.  We need to elect people that will represent the 
community and not the establishment.  We need to take responsibility for the future of 
our children.  Maybe we cannot leave them a huge inheritance.  But we can leave them 
with a good education.   
 
Support United Fort Worth. 
Felix Alvarado 
Editor
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 Thousands of people that make the yearly 
pilgrimage to El Santuario de Chimayo around Good 
Friday every year would say, “Yes”. Also known as 
Nuestra Senor de Esquipulas it is about 25 miles north 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico. There are several stories/
legends and yes even miracles attributed to this place 
of worship. The following is what I learned during my 
visit there and through their official website. 
 One thing we know for sure this story has its 
roots in 13th century Spain in the city of Atocha where 
Christian men were imprisoned by the Moors. The 
feeding of these men was left up to their families and 
at first their wives or mothers could handle this obliga-
tion. After a while though, fearing a possible insurrec-
tion, the Moors changed it to only their children 12 
and under would be allowed in. This would become a 
major barrier to many of the men imprisoned because 
they had no children of that age and the scarcity of 
food in general. Wives and mothers were now feeling 
helpless and desperate to find a way to help their 
loved ones. So, they did the only they could do, they 
prayed to our Lady of Intercession for help. 
 Soon after they began hearing stories from 
some of the children permitted in about seeing an 
unknown boy feeding the prisoners. According to 
legend he would bring in a gourd for water and loaves 
of bread, this must be the Christ child the ladies 
surmised. Their prayers had been answered by the 
Holy Mother, she had sent the Christ child to save 
their loved ones. How this legend and beliefs came to 
Chimayo is best explained by the official information 
provided on the Chimayo website that shows Richard 
Riectenberg as the author.  
 Santo Niño reached New Mexico when 
Severiano Medina, a prominent member of the 
tiny village of El Potrero, became seriously ill and 
promised that, if he recovered, he would complete a 
pilgrimage to Plateros and the shrine of Santo Niño 
de Atocha. He carried out this promise and, unable to 
return with a statue, brought a papier mache doll of 
the Santo Niño instead. Immediately upon his return 
he received permission to construct a private chapel 
to house the doll. This chapel was built within a few 
hundred yards of El Santuario de Chimayo which had 
been built about 40 years earlier. 
 It was at this chapel, built by the Medina fam-
ily, that the people of northern New Mexico learned 
about the Santo Niño and where the child became 
part of the culture of the northern Rio Grande Valley. 

By 1941, many of the 1,800 New Mexico National 
Guardsmen comprising the 200th Coast Artillery Reg-
iment were familiar with the story of Santo Niño and 
some had visited the chapel in Chimayo. Stationed in 
the Philippines at the outset of WWII, they were the 
first to fire on the wave of Japanese fighter planes and 
bombers that attacked on 8 December 1941. They 
prayed to the Santo Niño as their supplies dwindled, 
as their numbers dwindled, and as they, and their Fili-

pino compatriots, began the slow retreat across Luzon 
to the very tip of the Bataan Peninsula where they 
made their last stand. With no hope of victory or of aid 
from the decimated U.S. Pacific Fleet, they must have 
truly felt themselves “Los Desamparados”. Finally, on 
9 April, 1942, they surrendered, only to learn that their 
personal trials and torment had just begun. 75,000 

A Holy Place

Holy Place see p.4
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American and Filipino troops began 
what is now known as the “Bataan 
Death March” to the prisoner-of-war 
(POW) camp, Camp O’Donnell. As 
many as 18,000 soldiers were murdered 
by the Japanese soldiers on this 61-mile 
march. The remainder faced 40 months 
of interment in various POW camps; 
many were transported in “By the late 
1940s some of the surviving soldiers and 
their families, numbering about 2,000 
people, began what has become the 
annual Easter pilgrimage to Chimayo 
as a means of expressing their profound 
gratitude to Santo Niño. Because the 
Santo Niño Chapel was a private chapel 
(until 1992, when it was acquired by 
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe) a statue of 
Santo Niño was placed in a side room 
in the chapel of nearby El Santuario de 
Chimayo. Thus, El Santuario, estab-
lished because of the miracle associated 
with Nuestro Señor de Esquipulas (Our 
Lord of Esquipulas), became, somewhat 
inadvertently, identified with Santo Niño 
de Atocha. 
 Today the Easter pilgrimage is 
taken by as many as 40,000 people an-
nually. By the efforts of the Holy Family 

and the Medina family, Santo Niño 
chapel is completely restored. Inside a 
small room adjoining the main chapel is 
a wooden statue of Santo Niño made by 
the famous santero, Felix Lopez. Filling 
shelves resting against the adobe walls 
are pairs of children’s shoes left by the 
faithful, some with names and dates, 
some with notes of entreaty or thanks. 
They are intended, as such offerings 
have been for over one thousand years, 
for the Holy Child so that he may have 
clean shoes as he travels on his journey 
to provide comfort to those in need. 
 Author Notes; There are 
other stories passed down about this 
area that would lead you to believe 
this is in fact a Holy place. And while I 
cannot confirm or reject any of these 
stories, I can say that both I and my 
wife found this to be a truly peaceful 
area. I do believe that this Chimayo is 
a place where your faith can grow. To 
find out more please visit their website 
@ http://www.elsantuariodechimayo.us/
Santuario/windex.html 
By A. Govea

Holy Place from p 3

 An article by Louis Farrak-
en published in the Nation of Islam 
magazine peeked my interest.  Over 
100 years after the end of the Civil 
War slavery and discrimination are still 
teaching and learning tools for African 
Americans.  The topic unifies African 
Americans.  This is how they com-
bat the menace of White racism.  By 
always being on the offensive.  
 Let’s first discuss what I think 
are the two most important Supreme 
Court decisions regarding race. 
Dred Scott Decision - The Court had 
ruled that African Americans had no 
claim to freedom or citizenship. 
Plessy v Ferguson - It upheld state 

racial segregation laws for public facil-
ities under the doctrine of “separate but 
equal”.  “Separate but equal” remained 
standard doctrine in U.S. law until its 
repudiation in the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision Brown v. Board of Education.   
Source:  WIKIPEDIA 
 These Supreme Court rulings 
legitimized slavery and segregation.  
Since Supreme Court decisions can 
only by overturned by the Supreme 
Court itself, these decisions became 
the law of the land.  
 We Mexican Americans have 
never been slaves, yet we have been 
the victims of racism just like our 
African American brothers.  Under the 

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, we were 
classified as White.  However, we 
were treated as anything but White. 
 In Fort Worth, we had Katy 
Lake Elementary School in the South-
side, M.G. Ellis in the Northside and a 
Mexican school near the courthouse.  
Those few that made it to high school 
had to go to Trimble Tech.  It was 
similar in Dallas.  There was Eagle 
Ford District 49 School and Mexican 
Americans had to go to Dallas (Crozier 
Tech) HS in downtown even though 
there were schools nearby.   Eagle Ford 
District 49 and M.G. Ellis are similar 
in that they were also schools for poor 
whites. 
 Tony Vasquez of Tejano Gold 
radio recalls when he applied to go to 
Paschal HS in 1967 he was denied, 
told he had to go to Trimble Tech.  
He complained to the Department of 

Health, Education and Welfare.  He 
was allowed to attend Paschal. 
 Of course, the most vivid 
example of White on Brown discrimi-
nation was Joe T. Garcia’s that suppos-
edly when Whites complained because 
Mexicans could eat there, the restau-
rant put up a “No Mexicans” sign.  
 There were those that fought 
for racial equality in Fort Worth and 
Dallas.  All Latinos owe a debt of 
gratitude to all those that stood up and 
voiced their opposition to the way we 
were treated.  All Latinos today benefit 
from the work of those brave Mexican 
Americans that stood up.  
 Today we can say “Life is 
good in America.”  It is.  It wasn’t 
always.Adelante!!!!!

Felix Alvarado 
Editor

White on Brown Racism –  
Subtle yet real

 Why if I told you there is a place you can go to and I will guaran-
tee you that God the Holy Spirit would be there.  Why if told you that you 
could be in God’s presence every day and be able to honor him, thank him 
for what he has given you or to ask him for assistance with something.  
Come to our Catholic Holy Mass. You can experience his presence there 
each time you attend. Allow me to explain. 
 During our Catholic Holy Mass, we follow a custom used for over 
2000 years.  We follow formal procedures set up by Jesus’s Apostles. He 
showed them what to do. Then during the early Christian years, they were 
led by the Holy Spirit which revealed many things to them and which al-
lowed them to understand how Jesus wanted his Church, the new Covent, 
to be setup.  
 Before Jesus was taken into heaven he said to the Apostles, I will 
be with you until the end of time. So you ask, “How can he be with us 
if he was taken up to Heaven and is now up there and not down here on 
earth”?  Good question.  I’m glad you asked. Well you see my friends 
during our Holy Catholic Mass after many prayers and Hymns a great 
thing happens on the Altar in front of the congregation. The bread and 
wine we offer to God become the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So of course, where his body is his Soul is there as well.  Yes, 
Jesus is there just like he said he would be. He is with us until the end of 
time. He does this through the Holy Mass. 
 What a wonderful feeling it is when you come to Church knowing 
God is going to manifest his presence there.  Even better to know he is 
going to become a part of you during communion.  I think that we expe-

Come be with Jesus  
Christ during the Holy Mass

Continued on page 13
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Low Rider Expo 2017 (Sunday 
July 30th @12.00noon) 

Brings You!
Custom Cars, Kids Zone, Urban Art, Aztec Dancers, Fashion Show 
and Music for all tastes and moods. 
 Joe Ruiz had a goal when he started this Car Show Extravaganza 
17 years ago and that was to provide a show that the whole family would 
like. This year as with others even the hardest skeptic would be hard 
pressed to not find something to enjoy. Let’s start with the best of the best 
in lowrider show cars together in one place, Tejano Music, Mariachis, 
Kumbia, DJ favorites, Fashion Show, Oh, if that is not enough how about 
Aztec Dancers, wearing the colorful costumes that we all love plus free 
health screenings. 
 And last and maybe most important your kids will thank you for 
bringing them there as they will have their special place The Kids Zone 
with a bounce house face painting and more. All this will be happening at 
Dallas Fair Park 1010 1st 75210. 
 Kids 12 and under free and Senior Citizens 65 and over, Pre-Sale 
tickets are available for $20.00 at www.everbrite.com or you can walk 
up for $30.00 on Event Day. See you there on Sunday July 30th at 12.00 
noon!(Please see our display Ad on back cover for full details)

 While some in our community run away from the lowrider cul-
ture/lifestyle it has found fertile ground for growth of all places Japan. 
Much like Levi’s, American Music and American lifestyle in general, 
a large part of Japanese youth has embraced not only lowriding but the 
Chicano Onda. And to what extent may surprise you. 
 It is not just about the cars, but about a shared kinship with their 
American counterparts about family pride and attention to detail. They 
even have Chicano Music DJs and historian of sorts that explains the or-
igin of the Chicano label as a badge of honor and unity. And if you think 
that this is all new, you would be wrong. Former Lowrider publisher 
Alberto Lopez traveled to Japan in 1992 to help organize the first low-
rider show in Japan in 1992 that had over 300 car entries. The lifestyle 
has steadily grown since then to include a Japanese language lowrider 
magazine, clothing sales and of the export of customized lowriders to 
the island. And they aint’ cheap, in fact they will pay a premium likely 3 
times or more of what you might expect to pay locally.  
 Even the King of the Brown Sound, Little Joe has performed 
before enthusiastic crowds in Japan in the early 90s and beyond. Some of 
the most popular rappers in Japan not only perform in Japanese but also 
in English and Spanish. You may click on https://vimeo.com/200029488 
to view a short 7-minute video about the Japanese Chicano lifestyle to 
find out more. I will close by thanking the young people in Japan for 
showing Nuestra Raza some love, especially since our country seems to 
be going in the opposite direction.

By A. Govea

Chicanos Y Lowriders in Japan
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 It is act-
ully “Do you know the 
way to San Jose” a 1968 
Dionne Warwick song, 
however a quick google 
search will prove I am 
not the only to make 
that mistake. Either way 
song or no song Santa 
Fe is more than worth 
your visit. Originally 
inhabited by the Tewa 
Indians and known by 
them as OghaPo’oge for 
several thosand years 
before the first Spanish 
settlemt. This came 
much later in 1610 and 
is recognized as the 
oldest Captiol city in the 
US. Santa Fe translates 
into (Holy Faith) it’s 
full name is Santa Fe de 
Francisco de Assis. 
 Don 
Juan de Onate led the 
first European effort 
to colonize this area in 
1598, then came the 
Pueblo Indian revoul-
tion in 1680 that drove 
out the settlers. This 
area went through the 
Mexican revolution 
and at one point even 
had a confederate flag 
flew there. There is no 
doubt that this part of 
the US has to be one 
of the most history rich 
regions in our country.  
And if you visit this area 
you will find evidence 
of that in all parts of this 
area. Whether it is in ar-
chitecture or the people 
itself, it is still there.  
 Before I 

get into the visual sites, 
I want to acknowledge 
the people and my 
perception of the areas 
vibe.  Austin, has keep 
“Austin weird” as a 
often used slogan.  If 
I was giving Santa Fe 
a slogan it might be 
“Keep Santa Fe Chill” 
or maybe “No hurry, no 
worries” I never saw 
the kind of aggressive 
driving that is normal, 
sorry to say  in the D/
FW metroplex. And of 
course it would be easy 
to point out that Santa 
Fe does not began to 
have the traffic that D/
FW has. That is true but 
believe me I have had 
that experince in say 
Lubbock for one.  So it 
goes further than mere 
numbers to explain this 
laid back feeling, peo-
ple were friendly, heck 
even pets were wel-
comed to its shops and 
stores, even Walmart. 
So to the people of 
Santa Fe I say Stay 
Chill and don’t go 
changing (Wait I think 
that’s a title to another 
song). 
 Now 
lets visit Old Town,this 
area is full of shoping 
opportunities for all 
that includes hand 
made Indian jewerly, 
drums and much more. 
As for resturants and 
adult beverages you 
can find those a plenty 
as well, as for me I 

found the food at the 
El Palalcio café to 
my liking. However 
there is no shortages 
of choices for any age 
group or taste. In addi-
tion you will likely run 
into to live music and 
dance depending on 
the day and time you 
visit. And while some 
may say, sounds like 
other tourist cities I 
have visisted, I say not 
so much, this area has 
that little something 
extra. 
 A large 
part of the extra is the 
Loretto Chapel that 
has been the subject 
of many articles, TV 
shows including Un-
sloved Mysteries and 
a made for TV movie 
titled The Staircase. 
The chapel dates back 
to 1878 and according 
to legand it all satrted 
with a need to access 
the choir loft. The 
choir loft was 22 feet 
above the floor with 
very limited space. The 
dilemma was how to 
reach that area without 
eating up valuble space 
for the worshipers. 
Many area carpenters 
were called in for help, 
but none could figure a 
way to save the space 
without using a ladder.  
 Well 
as the the saying goes 
“Where there is a will 
there is a way” howev-
er this way would have 

to come through divine 
intrervantion. So the 
church nuns decided 
that they would turn 
to the patron Saint of 
Carpenters St. Jo-
seph for help. So they 
prayed a Novena to 
St. Joseph for help and 
on the 9th and final day 
their prayers were an-
swerd. A man riding in 
on a donkey with a tool 

box walked in, unlike 
the others he was up for 
the job. According to the 
legand he completed the 
job in a few months and 
then left without pay or 
a thank you. He built a 
spiral staircase with was 
very different for that 
time, it had 360 degree 
angles and no visible 
means of support. In 
fact many experts today 

are still perplexed at 
how he could have done 
that. After making an all 
out effort to find this a 
head of his time carpen-
ters, even running an Ad 
in local newspaper, the 
nuns concluded it must 
have been St. Joseph 
himself. You decide for 
yourself but if you are in 
this area this is for sure 
a Can’t’ miss stop. As 
for me I look forward to 
make next visit to Santa 
Fe AKA “No hurries, 
No worries”

By A. Govea

Do you know the Way To Santa Fe ?
“Well as the the 
saying  
goes ‘Where 
there  
is a will there  
is a way’ 
however this 
way would have 
to come through  
divine  
intrervantion.”



Nuestra Voz De North Texas 7

Nuestra Voz is  
creating a Pictural  
History of Our  
Community in North 
Texas and We need your 
help? In addition, we are  
recording video oral  
histories for a  
permanent location and 
website access. Please 
contact us at goveaal-
berto215@yahoo.com if 
you would like to con-
tribute to this important  
project. (817) 797-4015

 United Fort 
Worth wants to derail 
implementation of 
SB4 the “Show me 
your papers” law 
passed by the Texas 
Legislature this session.  Fort 
Worth is the largest city in the 
State of Texas to not join in the 
lawsuit to fight the law.  Mindia 
has a personal issue with the 
law.  She teaches at UTA and has 
seen personally the traumatic 
effect the law has on students, 
the fear of being picked up and 
separated from the family, that 
would frighten anybody. 
 Mindia is not one to stand 
in the sidelines and do nothing.  
She gets involved in fighting 
what she believes is an unjust 
law.  She brings to the group 
what Jaime Escalante would say 
“ganas”.  She brings passion so 
badly needed to a new group that 
is fighting for a cause it truly 

believes in.  Mindia has consid-
ered that her activism can have 
an impact on her professionally.  
Nevertheless, she has a coura-
geous attitude.  These are not 
times to be afraid. 
 A Texan by birth, Min-
dia was born in Amarillo, Tex-
as.  She came to Fort Worth to 
attend TCU.  After graduation, 
there was no more going back 
to Amarillo.  After graduation, 
she started building her career 
here got married and started 
raising a family.  She has two 
children.  She got her Bachelor’s 
from TCU and a Master’s from 
Seton Hall.  She is a teacher at 
UTA where she teaches Public 
Relations in the Communica-
tion Department.  She is also an 
independent consultant doing 
marketing and public relations 
work.  Her classes are diversi-
fied.  Many of her students are 
Latino; immigrants; refugees; 

Muslim; LGBT; and DACA.   
 She has seen firsthand 
the impact that the law has on 
split families where you have an 
undocumented parent with one 
child undocumented and one an 
American citizen.  The process 
of filling out the paperwork to 
attain legal status is so laborious 
that one student, married to an 
American citizen, stayed away 
filling out the paperwork.   The 
task was so draining that he be-
came depressed.  It may take up 
to eighteen months for refugees 
to attain legal status and during 
this time a simple misdemean-
or can have a person arrested, 
detained, and deported. 
 Mindia strongly believes 
that immigrants bring value that 
the immigrants bring to the com-
munity.  She is concerned there 
may be an increase in racism 
because of SB4.  United Fort 
Worth brings its on challenges 

to the table; it is a grassroots 
organization; it has no budget; 
not enough manpower; and the 
tactics are different.   
Mindia’s words: 
 
Take an action not a stand 

If we stand up others will stand 
up.

There are more people against 
SB4 than are speaking out.

United Fort Worth is showing 
the will of the people, need more 
to come to the meetings.

There is a Silent Majority out 
there that needs to become vo-
cal.

“Mindia is not 
one to stand 
in the sidelines 
and do noth-
ing.  She gets 
involved in 
fighting what 
she believes is 
an unjust law.  
She brings to 
the group what 
Jaime Es-
calante would 
say ‘ganas’.” 

Mindia Whittier, Communications Chair, United Fort Worth
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By Denise Govea Jimenez  
 From my personal experience, Tennessee 
is an excellent place to forget about our daily 
responsibilities. Nashville, could be either a 
getaway to party like there is no tomorrow, or a 
place to take the entire family for some quality 
time. And, as someone who enjoys American 
History, I found it to be filled with plenty of 
antiquity. However, some of these “memorials” 
made me pretty uncomfortable, and confused 
about the message they were sending. 
 Not too far from Downtown Nashville, is 
Historic Downtown Franklin Tennessee. Right in 
the middle of the public square, there is a stat-
ue erected in memory of confederate soldiers. 
Etched towards the bottom of this memorial is 
a confederate flag wrapped around its flagpole. 
It was the 4th of July while I was there, so this 
confederate memorial was decorated with small 
American Flags. While it seemed everyone 
around me was happy to admire this commem-
orative statue, I couldn’t help but to feel as if it 
was inappropriate and out of place.  The 4th of 
July is a time to celebrate this country’s unity and 
perseverance against British Rule, but we were 
standing around a statue that stood for racial di-
vision and uncertainty. There is something wrong 
with this picture. 
 Throughout time, the reasoning behind 
the Civil War has been romanticized as a war 
about States Rights. However, it is often not 
mentioned, owning African slaves was the only 
right the confederates truly cared for. The Vice 
president of the Confederate States was quoted 
saying slavery was the “immediate cause” of 
the Civil War and succeeding from the United 
States. South Carolina wrote in their Declaration 
of Immediate Causes of Succession, “increasing 
hostility on the part of the non- slave holding 
states to the institution of slavery” as part of their 
reason for leaving. 
 There was a time when the South com-
pletely relied on African Slaves to keep the 
Southern economy going. Some southerners 
even felt without slaves, the South would be in-
habitable. For Example, Ferdinand Boesel, who 
served in the Fourth Texas Cavalry pitifully stat-
ed in his journal how without slavery “the South 

would be a desert.... [and] no white man could 
live there.” Boesel, had a severe paranoia that the 
union wanted the over 6 million black slaves to 
be freed so they could subdue the whites in the 
South. He truly feared the Southern economy 
would deteriorate if slavery was abolished, and 
he wasn’t alone. 1 in 10 confederate soldiers 
were slave owners, and over 36% of confederate 
soldiers and officers belonged to a slave owning 
family. The South was desperate to preserve their 
slave owning life style and the confederate states 
were willing to tear this country apart to do so. 
To them, it was their last stand before slavery 
disappeared forever. The Confederate States 
would go on to face their worst nightmare, and 
on May 10, 1865 Jefferson Davis was captured 
by federal troops, then two days later Robert E. 
Lee surrendered. December 18, the 13th Amend-
ment was implemented into the Constitution–246 
years after the first Africans Slaves arrived at 
Jamestown, Virginia.  
 The documentation surrounding the 
attitudes and the mission the South had when 
succeeding from the Union is very telling. So 
why is it not obvious to places like Franklin 
Tennessee or South Carolina? Why do they con-
tinue to honor such an unworthy cause? Do we 
not have the backbone, as a country to own up 
to our mistakes? Well, some Southern States do.  
Armed with riot gear, city workers brought down 
a confederate monument in New Orleans in front 
of angry protesters. However, while some feel 
as if this is disrespectful to those confederate 
soldiers who gave their lives fighting the Civil 
War, civil rights groups like Southern Poverty 
law group feel as if these monuments perpetrate 

hate. Confederate flag wavers need to be further 
educated on what that flag stood for, and how 
slaves suffered for over 200 years before the 
Civil War had begun.  There is no reason to sugar 
coat the reason why the South Succeeded from 
the Union, and any attempt to do so is just deny-
ing the menacing truth.  
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By Denise G. Jimenez 
 The Historic Fort Worth Stockyards is 
the perfect place for mouthwatering foods, good 
drinks, great music and apparently, it can also be 
a place for an adventurous scare! The Fort Worth 
Stockyards National Historic District website bares 
the entire truth of this bed and breakfast’s check-
ered past. Miss Molly’s Hotel was built in 1910, 
back then it was a boarding house for wealthy Tex-
ans called ‘The Palace Rooms’. Then, supposedly, 
during the prohibition era, the Palace Rooms was 
converted into a speakeasy. But, after the economy 
took a bad turn the now historic bed and breakfast 
became the, ‘Gayette Hotel’ bordello! Imagine, a 
brothel being ran in the Fort Worth Stockyards with 
rowdy gun toting gamblers and misfits running 
about. 
 Seems like back then, Fort Worth was a 
whole other world, and apparently some restless 
souls have decided to join us in this one. Visitors of 
Miss Molly’s Hotel often claim to hear disembod-
ied voices, children laughing, lights being shut off, 
and even toilets flushing on their own. However, 
some guests claim to have petrifying encounters 
that left them in tears. The paranormal research 
group TexPart Paranormal LLC, has investigated 
the haunted hotel and the results of their inspection 
were shocking and further solidified the belief of 
ghosts and spirits to some who may have been 
skeptical before. TexPart Paranormal LLC, used 
the psychic abilities of some of their members to 
communicate with the disrupted spirits, and the 
story they told was a somber one. Supposedly, a 
prostitute from the 40’s reached out and revealed 
how she was stabbed to death, as well as a young 
woman who had passed from a lung infection. 
Some investigators claimed to have been touched 
by invisible hands in room number four, even 
having their leg rubbed by a frisky ghost. The in-
vestigators claim some of these spirits don’t know 

they have died yet, while others knew what year 
it was. This might sound laughable to those who 
don’t believe in psychics or ghosts, but to those 
who do believe in the paranormal, these incidents 
are compelling evidence of a haunting.  
 Do you believe in ghosts? In 2009, 
the Pew Research Center released a survey that 
revealed that nearly one in five American adults 
believe they have seen a ghost or has been in the 
presence of one. Have you ever experienced an 
encounter with a spirit or something even more 
menacing like a demon? If so, let us know by shar-
ing your story on our Nuestra Voz Facebook page! 

Sources:

“18% of Americans say that they’ve seen a ghost” 

Pew Research Center

 Washington, D.C. (October 30, 2015)

 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2015/10/30/18-of-americans-say-theyve-seen-
a-ghost/

“Fort Worth Inn Investigation of Miss Molly’s 
Hotel B & B”

TexPart Paranormal LLC

Dallas Texas (November 19, 2008) 

http://www.texpartparanormal.com/investiga-
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“Miss Molly’s Bed & Breakfast”

Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic District 
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Haunted Miss Molly 
 Training camp will start on July 24th, just around the corner 
and I am ready! And from the chatter on sports talk radio and the 
web, I believe I am not alone. But, the question we all have is will 
Dak and company go back to where they left off last season. Well 
if you believe the Vegas odds-makers the answer is No, they have 
them only winning 9 and half games. Of course, that is short of the 
13-3 record they posted last season. More on that later, for now let’s 
look at as Monty Python’s Life of Brian song “The bright side of 
life” 
 Jerry Jones is going into the Hall of Fame, so may not 
like Jerry for whatever reason but is he Hall of Fame worthy as an 
owner. The answer must be a resounding Yes, there is no doubt that 
the he made the Cowboys winners again. As for his ability to market 
and create new income streams for his team and in some cases NFL 
in general he must rank among the best. When Jones bought the 
Cowboys in 1989 for $140.00 Million they were losing a million 
a month. Even Trump was quoted as saying “I don’t’ know why 
anybody would buy the Cowboys, no real opportunity for growth 
there. As bad as some of the optics where (Landry firing etc) when 
Jones took over, can you imagine Trump as the owner. I don’t’ know 
what makes me sicker the thought of Trump owning the Cowboys 
are him as POTUS. 
 All reports appear positive about the return of second round 
2016 draft choice Jaylon Smith that was sidelined with a serious 
knee injury his rookie season. There is no doubt that the defense can 
use a spark, however at least for now Anthony Hitchens will likely 
remain the starter at Middle linebacker. Another bright note of sorts 
is that our boy Dak wins an ESPY for best Breakthrough Athlete, he 
was only third behind Tom Brady and Drew Brees in passer rating 
with 104.9. That is Muy Bueno (good) in anybody’s book, will be 
interesting to see if he can do the same in his sophomore year. One 
thing for sure is the schedule for a first-place team is a lot tougher 
then they faced last year.  
 What is not Bueno is the growing list of Cowboys facing 
multiple game suspensions, new on the list and perhaps more costly; 
Zek reportedly is facing a 2 or 3 game suspicion for a domestic 
violence case that has been under investigation for about a year 
now, David Irving out 4 games for a illegal substance case, Rolando 
McClain one year suspension (drugs) and the latest and perhaps 
dumbest is Damien Lewis was recently arrested for a weapons 
charge in what he described as a road rage incident. 

Am I willing to bet against Vegas odds makers today, gun to my 
head (Maybe), however I am concerned about the suspensions and 
how playing a 1st place schedule will affect this now young team. 
Camp starts July 24th I am ready and as T.O. once said “Get your 
popcorn ready!”

By A. Govea 

Cowboys Esto Y Lotro 2017



By. Denise Jimenez 
 Capital Punishment has been around 
in America since the first colonies. The first 
known execution of a criminal, was Captain 
George Kendall in the Jamestown colony of 
Virginia in 1608. He was hung after it was 
discovered he was a spy for Spain. 
 Then, four years later in 1612 Virginia 
Governor Sir. Thomas Dale enacted the Divine, 
Moral and Martial Laws. As crazy as it seems, 
these laws made the death penalty an option for 
marginal offenses like, stealing grapes, killing 
chickens, and trading with Indians. 
 It was not until Thomas Jefferson, 
along with other colleagues in the Virginia 
Colonies presented a bill that acknowledged 
the death penalty was to be reserved for crimes 
to do with murder and treason; the new bill was 
defeated by only one vote.  
 As some time has passed since the 
1600’s, beliefs surrounding the death penalty 
have changed and vary from state to state. 
Some states have even completely abol-
ished the death penalty like New York, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, Illinois, Connecticut, 
Maryland, and Nebraska. This leaves the 
other 43 states to utilize Capital Punishment 
as a sentence. Of course, with something as 
serious as Capital punishment, this comes with 
sometimes divisive conversation and protest 
from concerned citizens who believe the death 
penalty is a cruel form of punishment, with no 
evidence of it promoting a positive change in 
violence in our communities.  
 According to deathpenaltyinfo.org, a 
national non-profit organization who releases 
information concerning capital punishment, 
since 1973 more than 150 people have been 
released from death row with evidence of their 
innocence. That is a chilling number when 
imagining those who were innocent and not 
proven innocent in time to be released. There 
has been one too many cases of exonerating 
evidence being found; only after the accused 
was murdered. One popular example, is that 
of Cameron Todd Willingham, he was execut-
ed in 2004 for the murder of his three young 
daughters who tragically died in a house fire in 
1991. Cameron was quickly made a suspect, 
prosecutors claimed he was trying to get rid of 
his children, and evidence of Cameron hitting 
his wife while she was pregnant further ex-
emplified the accusations.  Even with his wife 
testifying he had not abused her, prosecutors 
were determined to find him guilty. In August 
of 1992 prosecutors offered a life term in ex-

change for a guilty plea but Cameron Willing-
ham insisted he was innocent, and rejected the 
plea deal. Willingham went to trial. 
 Sadly, in 1992 the science regarding 
arson was still brand new and almost com-
pletely based off opinion. Investigators testified 
the fire was started by gasoline, using the ash 
marks left by the fire as reference, this vital 
piece of “evidence” along with false testimony 
from a fellow inmate, led to Cameron’s tragic 
demise. In 2004, the state of Texas executed 
Cameron Willingham despite evidence of his 
innocence. An investigation conducted in 2009 
by the Texas Forensic Science Commission 
found that the arson evidence was faulty and 
the testimony given by a fellow inmate being 
withdrawn in 2000 (before the execution), 
proved Willingham was innocent. 
 The reality of the death penalty is stark 
to say the least. There is no way to be correct 
every single time. This means innocent men 
and women will be put to death. Research 
shown in a 2014 FBI Crime Report stated that 
the South has the highest murder rate despite 
the South being accounted for over 80% of 
executions. Statistics like make you question 
whether the death penalty truly deters violent 
crimes and murders from happening. 
 However, despite all facts and opin-
ions revolving around Capital Punishment, it 
is important to remember surviving family and 
friends of these murder victims. To some, the 
death penalty is a form of minor relief, and may 
even rid them of vengeful emotion. To sur-
viving family and friends, the death penalty is 
crucial to their grieving process and may help 
them find closure.  
 Capital punishment may seem bar-
baric to many; however, it is essential to the 
justice system for others. Sadly, innocent lives 
are taken along with guilty ones. Should that 
fact alone make the death penalty unethical and 
inhumane punishment? 

One too Many
By Linda Carrasco  
 During a PBS interview Jose Flores told the story of his 
encounter in Milwaukee with another man who approached him and 
spit out the words, “Get the hell out of this country. This is not your 
country. We have a new president now his name is Donald Trump. 
Go back to your country.” Jose sobbed when he told the interviewer 
that he had been in this country for 20 years and his three children had 
been born in the United States. 
 The L.A Times recently reported the story of Jorge Ramirez 
a minister of an Apostolic Church in Oceanside, California who was 
being detained by INS and was awaiting deportation. Father of three 
teenage children, he’s been in the United States since he was 11. He 
recalled how Trump’s campaign speech had explained he wanted to 
keep the good people in this country and the bad people out. Accord-
ing to Trump, the focus would be on immigrants with criminal records 
and those who had been previously deported. Jorge is perplexed 
because he falls in neither of those categories.   
 In the construction of modern highways, buildings, infra-
structure, and residential areas the DFW area shows evidence of the 
work done by the strong arms and brown hands of the Latinos who 
work in the hot sun at jobs that others back away from. One historian 
noted that the modern American Southwest was built with the backs 
of the hardworking Latinos. Nowadays, the DFW and North Texas 
areas can boast a visible, vibrant workforce because of those who have 
made their way to the United States and have willingly undertaken the 
daily grind of jobs available to other Americans who are remiss and 
reluctant when they realize how hard the work is.  
 Arizona tried getting rid of the Latino laborers and there were 
no takers for the jobs they vacated. Documentaries have shown farm-
ers revealing that whites and blacks would show up and work one day 
in the fields and not return the following day, saying the job was too 
hard. Unpicked crops laid in the fields rotting in the hot sun because 
the governor did not want undocumented immigrants taking away 
jobs from legitimate Americans. The restaurants and hotels could not 
keep up with the necessary daily tasks that make or break businesses 
when they lost their Latino workers. 
 Latinos who came to the United States years ago, have 
labored here, paid their taxes, and have children who were born here 
but have been unable to navigate through the legal path that the INS 
has set up and have been unable to pay the monetary price for legal 
status have earned the right to call this nation home. They have raised 
their children to be American citizens.They cannot go back…this is 
THEIR COUNTRY.  

 POSTSCRIPT: The parable of the Good Samaritan in the Bible 
asks a question: Who is my neighbor? When we have the oppor-
tunity to help our neighbors, the Latino immigrants we should 
help in whatever way possible. “Never worry about numbers. 
Help one person at a time and always start with the person near-
est you.”~~~Mother Teresa

Go Back to Your Country
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 Durante una entrevista de PBS, José 
Flores contaba la historia de su encuentro en 
Milwaukee con otro hombre que se acercó 
a él y le expreso estas palabras, “Lárgate de 
este país. Este no es tu país. Ahora tenemos un 
presidente nuevo. Su nombre es Donald Trump. 
Regrésate a tu país.” José sollozaba cuando le 
explicaba al entrevistador que ya tenía en este 
país 20 años y que sus tres hijos habían nacido 
aquí en los Estados Unidos.  
 L. A. Times publicó recientemente la 
historia de Jorge Ramírez, ministro de una 
iglesia apostólica en Oceanside, California, que 
estaba detenido por INS y esperaba deportación 
a México. Padre de tres hijos adolescentes, él ha 
estado en los Estados Unidos desde que tenía 11 
años. Él recordaba cómo en un discurso de su 
campaña, Trump había explicado que él pro-
ponía que la gente buena se quedara en este país 
pero que la gente mala no se le permitiera entra-
da o que se quedara. Según Trump, la atención 
se concentraría en los inmigrantes con anteced-
entes penales y los que habían sido deportados 
anteriormente. Jorge está perplejo porque no 
pertenece a ninguna de esas categorías. 
 El área DFW muestra evidencia en la 
construcción de carreteras modernas, edificios, 
infraestructura y áreas residenciales del trabajo 
hecho por los brazos fuertes y las manos de los 
latinos que trabajan bajo el sol ardiente hacien-
do el labor físico en los trabajos de los cuales 
otras personas evitan porque son tan agotadores. 

Un historiador observó que el sudoeste ameri-
cano moderno fue construido con las espaldas 
de los trabajadores latinos. Hoy en día, las áreas 
de DFW y del norte de Texas tienen una fuerza 
de trabajo visible y vibrante debido a los que 
han hecho con mucho sacrificio su camino a 
los Estados Unidos. Estos inmigrantes toman 
la obligación del yugo de un labor que está 
disponible a otros estadounidenses renuentes 
que al darse cuenta que tan arduo el trabajo no 
toman la oportunidad para trabajar.  
 Arizona trató de deshacerse de los traba-
jadores latinos y no hubo quien tomara las opor-
tunidades de los puestos que se desocuparon. 
Los documentales sobre el tema de inmigrantes 
enseñan entrevistas de los agricultores que 
explican que las personas blancas y de color se 
presentaban y trabajaban un día en los cam-
pos y no regresaban al día siguiente, diciendo 
que el trabajo era demasiado duro. Resultó 
que los cultivos agrícolas se pudrieron en los 
surcos porque el gobernador no quería que los 
inmigrantes indocumentados les quitaran los 
trabajos a los estadounidenses legítimos. Los 
restaurantes y los hoteles no podían continuar 
con las tareas tan necesarias que prosperan o 
quiebran las empresas cuando perdieron a sus 
trabajadores latinos. 
 Los latinos que vinieron a los Estados 
Unidos hace años, han trabajado aquí, pagado 
sus impuestos y tienen hijos que nacieron aquí 
pero no han podido navegar el camino legal 

que el INS ha establecido y no tienen recur-
sos para pagar el precio para legalizarse como 
otros inmigrantes privilegiados. Se han ganado 
el derecho de llamar a esta nación a casa. Ellos 
han criado a sus hijos como ciudadanos es-
tadounidenses. No pueden regresar a otro país... 
ESTE ES SU PAIS.

POSDATA: En la parábola del Buen Sa-
maritano la Biblia contiene una pregunta. 
“Quien es mi prójimo?” Si tenemos la opor-
tunidad debemos estar dispuestos a ayudar 
nuestros prójimos inmigrantes en todas las 
formas posibles. “Nunca te preocupes por 
los números. Ayuda a una persona a la vez 
y siempre empieza con la persona más cer-
cana.”~~~Mother Teresa

Regresa a tu país escrito y traducido
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 Cuando se trata de describir nosotros los 
Latinos mucha gente tiene muchos problemas.  
Ahora que no tienen mucha dificulta en decir que 
todos somos diferentes.  Lo escuchamos en tele-
visión de habla español y también la televisión de 
habla inglés.  They are all different.  Todos son 
diferentes. 
 Miraremos lo que quiere decir la palabra 
diferente.  Simple.  Todos no somos iguales. Voy 
a describir solo el Latino del norte de Texas.  Mi-
raremos como somos diferentes.  Tenemos que 
reconocer que todos nos dividimos socialmente de 
un modo o de otro.  No somos un país de reyes y 
reinas, pero de todos modos sabemos cómo dis-
tinguirnos uno del otro.  Un general es más que un 
sargento y un juez es más que un abogado. 
 Antes de la llegada de los mexicanos había 
Comanche, Apache y otras tribus.  Este era su terre-
no, su domicilio.  Debemos reconocer que alrededor 
de los 1500’s había extranjeros visitando esta parte, 
de arriba abajo izquierda y derecho.  En búsqueda 
de oro principalmente.  La llegada de los españoles 
ocurrió en los primeros del 1700.  Principalmente 
de Nacogdoches a San Antonio.  Lo más alto que 
penetraron los españoles fue a Menard, Texas donde 
ubicadaron la misión San Saba.  Desgraciadamente, 
los comanche y sus aliados no les gusto la presencia 
y derrumbaron la misión. 
 La presencia española era muy pequeña, no 
suficiente para desparramar españoles por todo Tex-
as.  Los españoles más notables eran los “isleños”.  
Ellos llegaron a San Antonio en 1718.  Existen 
descendientes do muchos de estos españoles en 
Texas y Louisiana.  Muchos llevan nombre español, 
aunque me imagino que no hablan español.  Nat-
uralmente que todos estos descendientes son muy 
orgullosos de ser parte de un grupo muy exclusivo.  
Todos los españoles que estaban aquí en Texas hasta 
1836 tienen el mismo orgullo.  Del 1821 hasta 1836 
fueron parte de la nueva República Mexicana.  En 
1836 los Texanos se rebelaron contra el gobierno 
mexicano y declararon su independencia. 
 En 1845 Estados Unidos admitió a Texas 
como estado. Para solucionar el problema de donde 
estaba la frontera americana hubo una guerra entre 
los Estados Unidos y México de 1846-1848.  El 
Tratado de Guadalupe Hidalgo en 1848 reconoció 
a este grupo como Texas Mexicans.  Todos estos 
se convirtieron en ciudadanos americanos.  Todos 
vivían en el sur de Texas.  Unos prefirieron ser 
mexicanos y cruzaron el rio a México.    Así que se 
puede acertar cuanta inmigración ocurrió de México 
a América inmediatamente después del 1848.   

 

El 
Norte de Texas tiene su propia historia. 

 Así estuvo todo hasta que se necesitó gente 
para construir el ferrocarril. Entre 1870 y 1880 los 
industriales americanos reconocieron la necesidad 
del ferrocarril.  Un ferrocarril que conectara sur y 
norte y este y oeste.  Esta idea sería como un sueño 
industrial.  Se convirtió en realidad cuando necesita-
ban trabajadores fueron a México por ellos.  Así que 
traqueros (ferrocarrileros) mexicanos construyeron 
la mayoría del ferrocarril en el norte de Texas. 
 Después del ferrocarril se necesitaba 
carbón.  Al oeste de Fort Worth había mucho 
carbón.  Pero se necesitaban mineros.  Otra vez 
acudieron a México los industriales en busca 
de mineros.  Los encontraron en Zaragoza, Co-
ahuila.  Contrataron a los mexicanos para que 
vinieran al norte de Texas a escarbar carbón.  
Esposas y niños acompañaron a los mineros.  A la 
mayoría les esperaba casa done vivir.  Los mineros 
eran bien compensados ya que eran miembros del 
sindicato de mineros.  El sindicato aseguraba que to-
dos fueran compensados igual.  El primer lugar que 
vinieron fue Bridgeport en el año 1882.  La mina de 
carbón más grande estaba en Thurber. 
 Alrededor de los primeros del 1900 
cuando las minas se empezaron a cerrar, Dal-
las y Fort Worth se empezaron a industrializar 
y había falta de trabajadores.  La necesitad 
era tan grande que los industriales mandaban 
mayordomos a pueblitos mexicanos en busca 
de trabajadores.  Los mayordomos contrata-
ban a los mejores mexicanos.  Uno puede ver 
la contribución mexicana al desarrollo indus-
trial del norte de Texas.  En muchos casos los 
trabadores se les permitía que los acompañara 
la familia.   
 El descubrimiento de petróleo en 
Ranger, Texas en 1920 dio fin a las minas 
de carbón.  Los locomotores empezaron usar 
petróleo.   Se necesito otro tipo de mexicano 
más fuerte para trabajar los pozos de petróleo.  
El petróleo redujo la necesidad de trabajadores.   
 Estos primeros mexicanos no lograr-
on los beneficios de los americanos porque no 
eran ciudadanos americanos y no podían votar.  
Leyes que afectaban a los mexicanos fueron 
promulgadas por la legislatura de Texas y los 
mexicanos no tenían voz.  Así empezó el mexi-
cano en el norte de Texas, sin voz.   
 En los 1970 los mexicanos americanos 

protestamos nuestra situación social en Améri-
ca.  Después de tantos años de ser americanos 
estábamos en una situación muy retrasada. Este 
movimiento se llamó el Chicano Movement.  
Todos los latinos que llegaron después de este 
movimiento han beneficiado de la lucha y  sac-
rificio de estos líderes el más reconocido siendo 
Cesar Chavez.   
 Hay descendientes do los traqueros y 
mineros por todo América pero principalmente 
en el norte de Texas.  Dado a esta rica historia 
del mexicano en el norte de Texas uno puede ver 
más a menos como nos dividimos.  Los mexica-
nos americanos que saben la historia de familia 
están muy orgullosos de su historia.

Como nos dividimos:

Generación – Los que primero llegaron están 
sobre todos. 
Historia – Los que somos parte de la rica histo-
ria de Texas.   
Status social - los generales y almirantes arriba 
de todos.  Así es porque el título es permanente.   
 
 Representantes del gobierno elegidos 
por el público.  La posición de estos es tempo-
ral.   

Situación económica – Quien tiene más dinero. 
Educación – que título y cual universidad.   
Color de cutis – entre más claro mejor.  
Idioma -inglés o español.   
Partido político.  Republicano o Demócrata.   
 No es pecado no poder hablar español 
y uno no debía disminuir a una persona por una 
opinión personal.  Después de varias genera-
ciones esto ocurre.  Tanto como esto nos divide, 
esto también nos puede unir. 

Felix Alvarado 
Maestro de Historia 
Cantico 
Adultos 
Vamos a las urnas 
Vamos a votar 
Para que nosotros 
Podamos progresar. 
Niños 
Vayan a las urnas 
Vayan a votar 
Para que nosotros 
Podamos progresar.

Lo que quiere decir “No Todos Somos Iguales.”
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By Alfredo Sanchez  
 The property tax season is just about over in Denton County. 
Did you protest your taxes?  If you protested your taxes where you 
satisfied with the results?  Protesting your taxes along with having 
your homestead exception can reduce your tax burden substantially.  
Many individuals who decide to protest their property taxes show up 
with little to no information to offer the appraiser for consideration on 
their property to help reduce the value of their property taxes.  Then 
many protestors become angry with the appraiser for not reducing the 
value of their home to what they believe it is worth.  
 When you decided to protest your taxes and you filled out the 
protest form your options were:  either mail the application or deliver 
it personally to the appraisal district’s office.  If you decide to deliver 
your application personally to the appraisal office, in most cases, you 
visit with an appraiser immediately.  In that case you had no informa-
tion to present in defense of why your taxes should be reduced.  You 
were at the mercy of the appraiser as to how much HE/SHE decided to 
reduce the value of the house if to reduce it at all.  
 Before showing up at the appraisal office consider all the flaws 
your house has and make a list.  For example, is the house located 
across the street from a school, close to a busy intersection or street, 
close to the railroad track etc.  Structural issues with your property 
may need to be corrected.  For example, does the foundation need 
repair, roof repair, crack in the walls, termite damage, rooting wood, 
etc. Getting estimates on these repairs and presenting them to the 
appraiser can help reduce the value of your home and thus your taxes.  
Anyone who does these types of repairs can give you an estimate.  
Provide pictures along with estimate of repairs to the appraiser.  These 
are some things that may contribute to a lower value of your home and 
therefore, lower taxes owed. 
 Protesting your taxes based on equity rather than sales is also 
a good way to protest your taxes.  When you fill out the form check 
the box that states “value is unequal compared with other properties”.  
To view property values in your neighborhood or addition, type on 
your search engine, “Denton Central Appraisal District”.  Hit search to 
bring you to “Denton Central Appraisal District”.  On the find proper-
ty line type the I.D. property number and hit enter.  This will bring you 
to your property screen, click on “details”.  On the next window click 
on the middle lower right on blue highlighted lettering next to “acres 
addition”.  On the next window on the top of the window click “export 
results” and click “open”.  
 The excel spread sheet will appear that contains all the infor-
mation of the properties in your neighborhood or addition.  Use this 
spread sheet to see the values of other properties in your neighbor-

How to prepare for  
2018 Property Taxes

Taxes continued on  p 14

rience Heaven here on earth during that moment when Jesus our Lord and 
Savior is with us in the consecrated bread and wine which has become the 
Eucharist. We should all be giving a standing ovation at that moment.  But 
no we kneel during that part of the Mass. Hey its God up there. We must do 
homage to him.  It is only natural and proper to honor him that way.  Bread 
and wine made by human hands seems like a pretty humble appearance huh.  
Well not if you recognize the symbolism that bread gives us life and Jesus 
gives us everlasting life.

Sunday service to me is not about having to be entertained with fancy music 
and loud singing.  It is also not about hearing someone with a gifted tongue 
offering advice on how to live or act to be happy. For me it is about knowing 
that Jesus is going to be there at Church. He is doing what he said he was go-
ing to do and that is to be with us until the end of time.  Sure enough during 
Mass in the Eucharist there he is again every time. He comes to us looking 
like Bread and Wine but at the last supper with the Apostles he did say the 
bread is his body and the wine his blood, so that is how he appears to us. He 
will be with us in the Eucharist until the end of time.  It is all written in the 
Bible so that we may believe and be saved. Try reading it.   I recommend 
“The Catholic Living Bible” it is easier to read.

God wants to be in your life. Come to Mass.  Allow him to communicate 
with you.  Just by making the effort of coming to Church you open the door 
of your heart to let God in.  

Peace and Love to you all, 
Joe M. Govea, a devout Catholic whose duty is to evangelize  

Continued from page 4
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hood.  You will find that there is a big 
difference between many properties with 
the same square footage and acreage.    
Use this information to argue the value 
of your property.    Here, we are talking 
about other properties in your neighbor-
hood or subdivision so you have plenty 
of properties to compare. 
 Using the latest sales in your 
neighborhood to determine the value of 
your home does not make much sense.   

People that put their property up for sale 
also spend thousands of dollars in im-
provements to maximize the what their 
property will sell for.   Sales are not a 
true reflection of what a current occupied 
property is worth. 
 It is important that you as a prop-
erty owner do your homework before you 
walk into the appraisal district office so 
that when you walk out you feel that you 
are paying an equitable tax amount based 
upon the agreed value of your home.

Taxes From 13

 TCC Trinity 
River Campus host-
ed the Latina Stem 
Fellowship Camp 
July 10-20th below 
are pictures of the 
students fully en-
gaged in learning.  
In talking to the 
students I discov-
ered that they come 
from all local High 
Schools, Arlington 
Heights, Paschal, 
Northside, Nolan, 
even Grand Prairie, 

Aledo, and others. 
And they range from 
Freshmen to recent 
graduates, they all 
have one thing in 
common they want to 
succeed in their cho-
sen field and know 
this will give them a 
step up. Thanks to 
Sophie Garcia, Iris 
Duarte and Robert 
Munoz for the sup-
porting this knowl-
edge camp.

Their Future 
Looks Bright
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Congratualitions on 12 years 
serving the community

 Reading the WFAA report on No SB4 
meeting and Bud Kennedy’s comments, it is 
obvious that the establishment has found a way 
to inform the No SB4 members that the city 
council is not going to give in to any demands 
to join in the fight against SB4.  The remarks 
by Bud Kennedy show that there is some dis-
comfort in the establishment regarding the No 
SB4 movement.  Those groups cited by Bud 
have to feel uncomfortable too.  After spending 
hundreds of thousands of dollars on the Car-
los Flores campaign and barely winning does 
not bode well for a political career for Flores 
as well as it serves as a warning sign for the 
Republican Party that things are not well in 
Tarrant County.   
 The question is, can the same thing that 
happened in California and in Arizona happen 
in Texas?  That answer is a simple, yes.  In a 
democracy things do not stand still.  No one 
stays in power forever.  I can see the concern, 
if not downright fear, of the TEA Party and 
Republican conservatives that eventually they 
will lose control.  It is inevitable and the best 
thing that these groups can do is move to-
wards the center and embrace the other side, us 
minorities that make up more than 50% of the 

populace in Fort Worth.  Otherwise the politi-
cal divisiveness will continue given that a form 
of oppression is being practiced on the minori-
ty community. 
 Republicans can learn.  They too have 
made their share of mistakes they just haven’t 
started paying for them yet.  Heard it today, 
politics is the art of negotiation and compro-
mise.  At the moment, you have one side eating 
crow.  It does not taste well.  Crow is some-
thing that is always on the table and can be 
ordered with the snap of a finger.  When people 
get tired of eating crow, they will show up to 
vote.  Guarantee. 
 The United Fort Worth movement is 
driven by young people with the support of 
older folks.  The mix is too strong to say that 
the problem will go away or swept under the 
rug.  Is this the beginning of the end of Repub-
lican rule of Tarrant County?  
“And don’t speak to soon because the wheel is 
still in spin and there is no telling who that it’s 
naming for the loser now will be later to win 
-  for the times they are a changin’.” 
Felix Alvarado  
Editor

For The Times They Are A Changin’
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